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Reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long- ſuffering and ſcriptural 
« doctrine : for the time will come when they will not endure 
„ found Jottrine.” 2 Tir. iv, 2, 3. 


« Wherefore vebuke them Nayply, that they may be found in the faith; 
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Honoured and dear dir, 
60 I e LR 
CCEPT my fincere* thanks for the Chriſtian 
courteſy, with bich gen me in your five 
letters. The title-page 1orms mt, that a concern 
for mourning back/liders, aud us il have bren diftreſ- 


ſid by reading Mr. I hic minates, or the vindication 
V them, has procured me the honor of heing called to 
a public correſpondence with you. Permit me, dear 
Sir, to inform you in my turn, that a fear, leſt Dr. 
Criſp's balm ſhould be applied, inſtead of the balm of 
Gilead, to Laodicean loiterers, who may haply have 
been brought to penitential difre/s, obliges me to 
anſwer you in the | gar public manner, in which you 

have addrefled me. | 
Some of our friends will undoubtedly blame us 
for not yet dropping the conteſted point. But others 
will candidly conſider, that controverſy, tho' not de- 
ſirable in itſelt, yet properly managed, has an hun- 
dred times reſcued truth groaning under the laſh of 
triumphant error. We are indebted to our Lord's 
controverſies with the Phariſees and Scribes for a 
conſiderable part of the four goſpels. And to the 
end of the world the church will bleſs God, for the 
ſpirited manner in which St. Paul, in his epiſtles to 
the Romans and Galatians, detended the controverted 
A 2 point 
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point of a believer's preſent juſtification by faith ; 3 
well as for the ſteadineſs with which St. James, St. 
John, St. Peter, and St. * carried on their im. 
portant controverſy with the Nicolaitans, who abuſed 
St. Paul's doctrine to Antinomian purpoſes. 

Had it not been for controverſy, Romifh prieſts 
would to this day feed us with Latin maſſes anl a 
wafer- god. Some bold propofitions, advanced by 
Luther againſt the doctrine of indulgencies, unex- 
pectedly brought on the reformation. They were io 
rationally attacked by the infatuated Papiſts, and ſo 
* defended by the reſolute Proteſtants, that 
theſe kingdoms opened their eyes, and ſaw thou- 
ſands of images and errors fall before the ark of 
evangelical truth. 

From what I have advanced in my Srcond Check, it 
appears, if I am not miſtaken, that we ſtand now as 
much in need of a reformation from Antiromianiſm, 
as our anceſtors did of a reformation from Popery ; 
and I am not without hope, that the extraordin 
attack, which has lately been made upon Mr. Wel- 
ley's Anti-criſpian propoſitions, and the manner in 

which they are detended, will open the eyes of many, 
and check the rapid progreſs of ſo enchanting and 
rnicious an evil, This hope inſpires me with 

| Freſh courage; and turning from the honorable and 
Rev. Mr, Shirley, I preſume to face (I truſt, in the 
ſpirit of love and meckneſs) my new reſpectable op- 


nent, 


I thank you, Sir, for doing Mr. W. the juſtice in 
your | | 
: FIRST LETTER 


to acknowledge, that . mar's faithfulneſs is an cn. 
preſſion, which may be uſed in a ſober, goſpel ſenſe of tht 
vor.“ Tis juſt in ich a ſenſe we uſe it; nor have 
you advanced any proof to the contrary. 

We neyer ſuppoſed, that tbe faithfulneſs of God, 
and the flabiligy of the couenant of grace, are affected by 
the unfaithſulzefs of man.” For, we do not take the 
young man, whom Fe/u; loved to be God. His un. 


faithful): 
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( 35") . 
a$ faithſulneſs in the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, did | 
St. not, therefore impair, in the leaſt degree, the divine 
m. faithfulneſs. And we are perſuaded, our Lord keeps 
ſed WF His covenant, when he /pues a lukewarm, unfaithful 


Laodicean out of his mouth, as well as when he ſays to 
the good and faithful ſervant, Enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord. For the ſame covenant of grace which 
ſays, He that believeth ſhall be ſaved—he that ahideth 
in me, bringeth forth much fruit, ſays alſo, He that be- 
lieveth not ſhall be damned—ewvery branch in me that 
beareth not fruit is caſt forth and burned, | 

Thanks be to divine grace, we make our boaſt of 
God's faithfulneſs as well as you, tho' we take care not 
to charge him, even directly with our own un- 
taithfulneſs. But from the words which you quote, 
My covenant fhall fiand faft with his. ſeed, &c. we ice 
no more reaſon to conclude that the ob/iznately un- 
faithful ſeed of Chriſt, ſuch as Hymcrexs, Philetus, 
and thoſe whotothe laſt tread znder foot the blood of the 
coverant wwherewith they avere ſantlified, ſhall not be 
caſt off; than to aſſert that many individuals of 
David's royal family, ſuch as Abſalom and Amnon, 
were not cut off on account of their flagrant and o4- 
fiinate wickednelis. 

We beſeech you therefore,. for the ſake of a thou- 
ſand careleſs Antinomians, to remember that the apoſ- 
tle ſays to every believer,. Thou flande/t by faith, be- 
gold therefore the goodneſs of God towards thee, if thou 
continue in his goodneſs; otherwiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut 
%. We intreat you to conſider, that even thoſe 
who admire the point of your epigram, © When- 
e'er we ſay one thing we mean quite another,” will 
not be pleaſed if you apply it to St. Paul, as you have 
done to Mr, Weſley. And when we ſee God's co- 
venant with David groſsly abufed by Antinomians, we 
beg leave to put them in mind of God's covenant 
with the houſe of Eli. Thus /aith the Lord God of 
lſrael, Johos E thy father out of all the tribes of Iſrael to 
be my prieft ; but thou art unfaithful, thu honoreft thy 
fons above me,—T ſaid indeed that thy honſe, and the 
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houſe of thy father, fheuld cual before me for ewer: hut 


now be it far from me; for them that honour me I «vill 
honor, and they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eflcemed. 
Behold the days come, that I will cut off thine arm, and 
the arm of thine houſe ; and 1 will raiſe me up a F a1ThH- 
FUL prieſt, that ſhatl do according to that which is in 
my htart. 1 Sam. 2. 


Your. SECOND LETTER 
reſpects working for life. You make the beſt of a bad 
ſubject; and really ſome of your arguments are ſo 
plauſible, that I do not nul ſo many good men 
mould commence Calviniſts, rather than be at the 
trouble of detecting their fallacy. I am ſorry, dear 
Bir, I cannot do it without dwelling upon Calviniſm, 
My deſign was to eppoſe Antinomianiſm alone; but 
the vigorous ſtand which you make for it upon Cal. 
viniun ground, obliges me to encounter you there, 
or to give up the truth which I am called to de- 
tend. I have long dreaded the alternative of dif- 
pitaſing my friends, or wounding my conſcience ; 
but 1 muit yield to the injunctions of the latter, and 
appeal to the candor of the former. If impetuous 
rivers of Geneva Calviniſm have ſo long been per- 
mitted to flow thro' England, and even deluge Scot- 
land; have not I fome reaſon to hope that a rivulet 
of Geneva Anti-calvimſm will be ſuffered: to glide 
thro' tome of Grrat-Britain's plains ; eſpecially if its 
little murmur harmonizes with the cleareſt dictates 
ot reaſon, and loudeſt declarations of ſcripture ? 

Before I wergh your arguments againſt avorking for 
/ife, permit me ta point out the capital miſtake upon 
whiich they turn. You ſuppoſe that free preventing 
grace does not viſit all men, and that all thoſe in 
whom it has not yet prevailed, are as totally dead to 
the things ot God, as a dead body is to the things of 
this life: and from this unſeriptural ſuppoſition you 
very reaſonably conclude, that we can no more turn 
to God, than corpſes can turn themſelves in their 
graves; no more vort for life than putrid carcaſea 
can heip themſe.ves to a refiirrection, 


This 


CI 

This main pillar of your doctrine, will appear to 
you built upon the ſand, if you read the ſcripture in 
the light of that mcrcy which is over all God's works. 
There you will diſcover the various diſpenſations of 
the everlaſting goſpel ; your contracted views of di- 
vine love will open into the moſt extenſive proſpects ; 
and your exulting foul will range thro' the boundleſs 
fields of that grace, which is both richly free IN all, 
and abundantly free ror all. 

Let us rejoice with reverence while we read ſuch 
ſcriptures as thele : The Sor of man is come to ſave that 
«which is Los r, and to call six N ERS to repentance. This 
is a true ſaying and <worthy of all acceptarion—avorthy of 
all men to be received, that Chriſt Feſus came into the 
world to ſave finners.—To this end he both died and roſe 
again that he might be the Lord of the DEAD and Liv- 
ING, He came not to condemn the WORLD, but that the 
won l thro' him might be ſaved, and that at the name 
of Feſus EVERY KNEE ſhould bow, and EVERY TONGUE 
confeſs that he is Lord. 

„Bound ey'ry heart and ev'ry boſom burn” while 
we meditate on theſe raviſhing declarations: God ſo 
loved the wox LD that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
WHOSOEVER beliewvcth on him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life. He «vas made under the law, to redeem 
them that avere under the law, that is, all mankind ; 
unleſs it can be proved that ſome men never came 
under the curſe of the law, He is the friend Hs IN- 
NERS, the phyſician of the $ICK, and the Saviour of the 
woRLD ; He died, the juſt for the unjusT; He is the 
Propitiation, not for our ſins only, but for the fins of THE 
WHOLE WORLD. One died for ALL, becauſe ALL «vere 


dead. As in Adam ALL die, even ſo in Chriſt, during the 


day of their viſitation, al! are bleed with quickniug 
grace, and therefore in the laſt day ALL hall be made 
alive to give an account of their bleſſing or talent. He 
i5 the Saviour of AL men, e/pecially of them that beliewe ; 
and the news of his birth are zidings of great joy to AL l. 
people, As by the offence of one judgment came upon ALL 
MEN, ever /0 by the righteouſneſs of one the FREE GIFT 

came 
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came upon ALL MEN; for Chriſt by the grace of Gud 
taſted death for EVERY MAN; he ts the lamb of God 
nvho taketh away the fin of the wok Lp, therefore God 
commandeth ALI. MEN EVERY WHERE t0 repent—to 
| book unto him and be ſaved. | 

Do we not take choice jewels from Chriſt's crown, 
when we explain away theſe bright teſtimonies 
given to his free grace; It plea/ed the Father by him to 
reconcile ALL THINGS to Himſelf.— The kindneſs and pity 
of God our Saviour towards MAN has appeartd.—[ will 
draw all men unto me. came NOT to judge the wORLD 
but to ave the woRLD.—He came into the aworld ro 
SAVE SINNERS, the CHIEF not accepted.—CGod cas 
in him reconciling the wok LD unto himſelf, Hence he 
ſays to the moſt obitinate of his oppoſers, he things 
have I ſpoken unto you that you might be ſaved.—1f ! 
had not come and ſpoken unto them, they had not had fin 
in rejecting me, but .now they have no cloak for their 
fin, no excuſe for their unbelief. 

Once indeed, when the apoſtles were on the 
brink of the moſt dreadful trial, their compaſſionate 
Maſter ſaid, I pray for them, I pray not for the worLD. 
« As if he had ſaid, their immediate danger makes 
me pray as if there were but theſe eleven men in the 
world, %, Father keep them.” But having given 
them this ſeaſonable teſtimony of a juſt preference, 
he adds, Neither pray 1 for theſe alone, but for them 
<vho ſhall belicve:—and® he prays they may be the 
WOR LDz—that the won LD may believe—and may know 
that thou haſt ſent me. 

If our Lord's ot praying for a moment on a parti- 
cular occaſion for the world, implies that the aworld is 
abſolutely reprobated, we ſhould be glad of an an- 
ſwer to the two following queries. (1) Why did he 
pray the next day for Pilate and Herod, Annas and 
Caiaphas, the Prieſts and Phariſees, the Jewiſh mob 
and Roman ſoldiers ; in a word for the countleſs mul- 
titude of his revilers and murderers ? Were they all 
elect, or was this ejaculation no prayer? Father for- 
give them, for they kuow not <ohat they do! (24) lf 


(29) 


did he commiſſion St. Paul to ſay, Jexbors fir/t of all 


that ſupplicatians, prayers, and interceſſions be made for 
ALL MEN, for this is acceptable in the fight of God ou 
SAVIOUR, Who will have ALL MEN 0 be SAVED, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth, For there is one God 
and one mediator between God and MEN, the MAN 
Chrift Feſus ; auh gave himſelf a ranſom rox ALL *? 
Without loſing time in proving, that none but art- 
ful and defigning men, uſe the word a/ to mean the 
leſs aumber ; and that all, in ſome of the abovemen- 
toned paſſages, muſt abſolutely mean all mankind, as 
being directly oppoſed to all that are condemned and 


dic in Adam; and without ſtopping to expoſe the 


new Calvinian ereation of “ a whole world of elect ;” 
upon the preceding ſcripture I raiſe the following 
doctrine of tree grace. It Chriſt tafled death for every 
man, there is undoubtedly a goſpel for every man, 
even for thoſe who periſh by rejecting it. 

St. Paul ſays, that God,/hall judge the ſecrets of MEN, 


| according to his goſpel, St. Peter aſks, What ſhall be 


the end of thoſe, <vho obey not the GOSPEL of God And 
the apoltle anſwers, Chri/t revealed in flaming fire will 
take vengeance on them wwho obey not the GospEL, that 
is, all the zngod!y who receive the grace of God in vain, 
or turn it into laſciviouſneſs, They do not periſh be- 
cauſe the goſpel is a lie with reſpect to them; but be- 
cauſe they receive not the lowe of the TRUTH that they 
might be s A VHD. God, to puniſh their rejecting the 
truth, permits that they ſhould believe a lie; that 
they all might be damned, who to the laſt hour of their 
day of grace believed not the truth, but had pleaſure in 
wnri ghteonſcſs. | 
The latitude of our Lord's commiſſion to his nfi- 
niſters demonſtrates the truth of this doctrine. Go 
into ALL the <vorld, and teach ALL nations, baptizi 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of t 
Holy Ghoſt. Hence thoſe gracious and general invi- 
tations, Ho EvERY ONE that thirfleth atter happineſs, 
come ye to the waters ; If any man thirft after pleaſure, 
let him come io me and drin. Come unto me ail * on 
abour 
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labour for want of reft, and I avill give it von Mno- 


SOEVER wv/ll, let him come and take of the water of life on 
 Preely.—Ve adulterers, —draxwv nigh an⁰e8 God, and le | i 
will draw nigh unto you.—Behold I fland at the door * 


and knock, if ANY MAN open, I ⁊uill come in and ſup Mo 
with him, Go out into the highways and hedges, preach FJ 


}» 
/ Pau 
the goſpel to EVERY CREATURE, and to I am with you 

not 
to the end of the world. 

grea 


If you compare all the preceding ſcriptures, I on 
flatter myſelf Hon. Sir, you will perceive that as the ab 


redemption of Chriſt is general, ſo there is a general that 
ich 1 cro\ 
goſpel, which is more or leſs clearly revealed to all, * 


according to the clearer or more obſcure diſpenſa- N 
tion which they are outwardly under. | 


This doctrine may appear ſtrange to thoſe who call = 
nothing goſpel but the laſt diſpenſation of it. Such or 
ſhould remember that as a little ſeed ſown in the ſpring by 
is one with the large plant into which it expands its os 
ſummer; ſo the goſpel in its leaſt appearance, is one = 
with the goſpel grown up to full maturity, Our : | 
Lord confidering it both as ſown in man's heart, and 605 
ſown in the world, ſpeaks of it under the name of 2he In 
kingdom of heaven, comparesit to corn, and conſiders * 
firſt the ſted, then the blade, next the car, and laſt of — 6 
all the full corn in the car, | Ho 

(1.) The goſpel was ſown in the world as a /:t!: bloc 
but general /eed, when God began to quicken man- * 
kind in Adam, by the precious promiſe of a Saviour: 8 
and when he ſaid to Noah, the ſecond general parent 5 
of men, With thee will I eflabliſh my covenant ; bleſſing p 
him and his ſons after the deluge. os 

(2.) The goſpel appeared as corn in the blade, when . 
God renewed the promiſe of the Meſſiah to Abraham * : 
with this addition, that tho' the Redeemer ſhould be ” 
born of his elect family, divine grace and mercy —_ 
were too frce to be confined within the narrow bounds his 

of a peculiar election: therefore in his ſced, that is, in doe 
Chrift the ſunof righteouſneſs Al. L the families of the earth a 
Jhould be Slaſſed; as they are all cheured with the genial 7 o 

influence 4 & 
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influence of the natural ſun, whether he ſhines above 
or below their horizon, whether he particularly en- 
lightens the one or the other hemiſphere. 

(3.) The goſpel word grew much in the days of 
Moles, Samuel and Ifaiah; for the goſpel, ſays St. 


Paul, vas preached unto them as qwell as unto us, tho“ 
not ſo explicitly. But when John the Baptiſt a 


reater prophet than they all, began to preach the goſpel 
7 and point ſinne = to 2 Lamb "500 
that taketh axvay the ſins of the world, then the ear 
crowned the blade which had long been at a Rand, 
and even ſeemed to be blaſted. 

(J) The great Luminary of the church ſhiningwarm 
upon the earth, his direct beams cauſed a rapid 
growth. The tavonian breathing and fighs which 
attended his preaching and prayers, the genial dews 
which diſtilled on Gethſemane, during his agony, 
the fruitful ſhowers which deſcended on Calvary, 
while the blackeit ſtorm of divine wrath rent the 
rocks around, and the tranſcendent radiance of our 
ſun, riſing after this dreadful eclipſe to his meridian 
glory ;—all concurred to miniſter fertile influences 
to the plant of renown. And on the day of pentecoſt, 
when power came from on high, when the fire of the 
Holy Ghoſt ſeconded the virtue of the Redeemer's 
blood, zhe full corn was ſeen in the myſtical car; the 
moſt perfect of the goſpel-diſpenſations came to ma- 
turity ; and Chriſtians began to bring forth truit un- 
to the 2 of their own œconomy. 

As ſome good men overlook the gradual diſplays 
of the manifold goſpel- grace of God, ſo others I fear, 
miſtake the eſſence of the goſpel itſelf. Few ſay 
with St, Paul the goſpel of which Jam not aſhamed, ts 
the power of God unto ſalvation to every one that believeth 


with the heart untorighteouſueſs, according tothe hight of 


his diſpenſation : and many are afraid of his Catholic 
doctrine, when he ſums up the general everlaſting 
goſpel in theſe words: God wwas not the God of the 


Jerus only, but of the Gentiles alſo ; becauſe that which - 


nay be kno:vn of God, under their diſpenſation, 7s na- 
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ß in them, God having ſhewed it unto thent. For 


t7e grace of God which bringeth ſalvation, or rather 
„ Yapis n grupo, the grace emphatically ſawing, 
hath appeared unto all men; teaching us to deny un- 
godlineſs and worldiy luſts, and to tive ſoberly, iu 
and godly in this preſent aworld. 

But hw does this /awing grace touch ws ?” By 
propoſing to us the ſaving truths of our diſpenſation, 
and helping our unbelief, that we may cordially em- 
brace them; tor without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God. Even the Heathens u come to God muſt nE - 
LIEVE that he is, and that he is the rewarder of them 
that 1 feek him + for there is no difference le- 
tzween the Few and the Greek, the ſame Lord over all 
being rich unto all that call upon him. 

ere the Apoſtle ſtarts the great Calvinian ob- 
jection : But how ſhall they beliewe, and call on him of 
ꝛohom they have not heard, &c.? And having obſerved 
that the Jews had heard, tho? few had believed, he 
fays, So Hen faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
mvord of God, which is zigh, even in the mouth and is 
the heart of all who receive the truth revealed under 
their diſpenſation, Then refuming his anſwer tothe 
Calvinian objection he cries out, [Have not they (Jews 
and Greeks) all heard preachers, who invite them to 
believe that God is good and powerful, and conſequent- 
ly that he is the reꝛuarder of thoſc aubo diligently ſeek hin? 
Yes werily, replies he, their ſound went into all the earth, 
and their word; unto the ends of the world. 

« It you aſk, Who are thoſe general heralds of 
free grace, whoſe ſound goes from pole to pole?“ 
The ſcripture anſwers with becoming dignity : Je 
heavens declare the gloryof God, and the firmament /leweth 
his hangy work. Day unto day uttereth ſperch, and night 


unto night ſheveth knowledge. There is no ſpcech or lan- 
guage, no country or kingdom, evhere there voice is not 
heard, Their inſtructing line ⁊uent thro' the earth their vaſt 
pariſh, and their avords to the end of the world their im- 
menſe dioceſe. For the inwifible things of God, that is, 
his greatneſs and wildem, his goodneſs and _ 
| bis 
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his eternal poxwer and godhead are clearly ſeen, being un- 
der ſtcod by the things that are made and preſerved, jd 
that the very Heathens, who do not obey their 
ſtriking ſpeech, are without excnſe ;, becauſe that when 
they kuew God, they glorified him not as God, neither 
were thankful. ; 

This is the goſpel-alphabet, if I may be allowed 
the expreſſion. The Apoſtle, like a wiſe inſtructor, 
proceeded upon the plan of this free - grace when he 
addrefſed himſelf to the Heathens. We preach unto 
you, ſaid he to the Lycaonians, that ye ſhould turn from 
theſe vanities to ſerve the living God, who made heaven 
and earth, and the ſea, and all things therein; ⁊ubo, even 
when he /ufered all nations to walk in their own ways, 
left not himſelf without wwitneſs ; that is, without preach- 
ers, according to that ſaying of our Lord to his diſ- 
ciples, Ye ſhall be my witneſſes, and teach all nations. 
And theſe witneſſes were the good which God did, the 
rain he gave us from heaven, fruitful jeaſons, and the 
food and gladneſs with ævhich he filled our hearts. 


St. Paul preached the ſame goſpel to the Atheni- 


ans, wiſely coming down to the level of their in- 
terior diſpenſation. T God that made the world duels 
not, like a ſtatue, in temples made evith hands, nor hath 
he need of any thing ; ſceing he giveth to ail life, and 
breath, and all th:ngs. He hath made of one blood all na- 
tions of men who dwell on all the face of the earth, not 
that they might live like Atheiſts, and periſh like 
reprobates, but that they might ſeek the Lord, if haply 
they might feel after lim and find him. Nor is this an 
impoſſibility, as he is not far from every one of us, for 
in him we live and move and have our being, as certain 
of your own poets have taught, juſtly aſſerting that ve 
are the offspring of God. Hence he proceeds to de- 


clare, that God calls all men every wwhere to repent, in- 


timating that upon their turaing to him, he will re- 
ceive them as his dear children, and bleſs them as 
his beloved rung. 


Theſe, and the like ſcriptures forced Calvin him- 


{elf into an happy inconſiſteney with Calviniſm, 
| B wag 
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„The Lord, ſays he in an epiſtle prefixed to the 
«© French new Teſtament, never left himfelt without 
«© awitnels, even towards them unto whom he has 
not ſeat any knowledge of his word. Foraſmuch 
„ as all creatures, from the firmament to the center 
«© of the earth, might be witneſſes and meſſengers of 
& his glory unto all men, to draw them to ſeek him; 
and indeed there is no need to ſeek him very far, 
for every one might find him in his ownſelt.” 

And no doubt ſome have; tor altho? She qvorld kneav 
not Gothe wi/dom that is earthly, ſexſual and deviliſh; 
yet many have ſavingly known him by his general 
witneſſes, that is, the wonderful works that he doth for 
the children of men; for that which may be known of 
God, in the loweſt economy of goſpel grace, is ma- 
Hifeft in them, as well as ſrrevn wnto them. 

„What! Is there ſomething of God inwardly ma- 
wifeft in, as well as outwardly ſhewn to all men?“ 
' Undoubtedly ; the grace of God is as the auind, which 
bloxweth where it Iiffteth ; and it liſteth toblowwith more 
or leſs force ſucceſſively all over the earth. You can 
as ſoon meet with a man that never felt the wind, or 
heard the ſound thereof, as with one that never felt the 
divine breathings, or heard the fill ſmall voice, which 
we call the grace of God, and which bids us turn 
from fin to righteouſneſs, To ſuppoſe the Lord gives 
us a thouſand tokens of his eternal poser and godbead, 
without giving us a capacity to conſider, and grace 
to improve them, is not leſs abſurd than to imagine 
that when he beſtowed upon Adam all the trees ot 

aradiſe for food, he gave him no eyes to ſee, no 
hands to gather, and no mouth to eat their delicious 
fruits, 

We readily grant that Adam, and we in him, loſt 
all dy the fall; but Chriſt, e Lamb. lain from the foun- 
dation of the world, Chriſt the repairer of the breach, 
mightier to {ave than Adam to deſtroy, ſolemnly gave 
himſelf to Adam, and to us in him, by the tree ever- 
laſting goſpel which he preached in paradiſe, And 
when he preached it he undoubtedly gave —_ 

an 


bated millions, find out the perſon that never had a 


whom a ſovereign God bound over to abſolute deſ- 
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and us in him, a capacity to receive it, that is a 
power to believe and repent. It he had not, he 
might as well have preached to ſtocks and ſtones, 
to beaſts and devils. It is offering an inſult to the 
only viſe God, to ſuppoſe that he gave mankind the 
light, without giving them eyes to behold it; or 
which is the ſame, to ſuppoſe that he gave them the 
goſpel, without giving them power to believe it. 
As it was with Adam, fo it is undoubtedly with all 
his poſterity. By what argument or ſcripture will 
you prove, that God excluded part of Adam (or what 
1s the ſame thing, part of his offspring, which was 
then part of his very perſon) from the promiſe and 
gift which he freely made him of the feed of the <vo- 
man, and the bruiſer of the ſerpent's head Is it rea- 
ſonable to deny the g %, becauſe multitudes of infi- 
dels reject it, and thouſands of Antinomians abuſe it ? 
May not a bounty be really given by a charitable 
99 tho! it is deſpiſed by a proud, or ſquandered 
y a looſe beggar? 

Waving the caſe of infants, idiots, and thoſe who 
have firned the fix unto death, was there ever a ſinner 
under no obligation to repent and believe in a merci- 
ful God? O ye oppoſers of I ec- grace, ſearch the uni- 
verſe with Calvin's candle, — among your repro- 


merciful God: and ſnew us the unfortunate creature, 


pair of his merey from the womb. If there is no 
ſuch perſon in the world: if all men are bound to 
repent and believe in a merciful God, there is an 
end of Calviniſm. An unprejudiced maa can re- 
quire no ſtronger proof that all are redeemed from 
the curſe of the Adamic law, which admitted of no 
repentance; and that the covenant of grace which 
admits of, and makes proviſion for it, treely extends 

to al mankind. | 
Out of Cbriſt's fulneſi all have received grace, a little 
lcaven of ſaving power, an inward monitor, a divine 
teprover, a ray of true heavenly /ight, which mani- 
B 2 feſts 
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feſts firſt moral, and then ſpiritual good and evi}, 
St. John bears cine of that light, and declares it au 
the ſpiritual life of men, the true light, which enlighten- 
eth not only every man that comes into the church, but 
every man that cometh into the world —withoutexceptin 

thoſe who are yet i darkneſs, For the light ſbineth in 
the darkneſs, even when the darkneſs comprehends it not, 
The Baptiſt bore alſo «v:zne/5 of that light, that all men 
.it, notthro' him, mighrbelieve. (dss light being the 
laſt antecedent, and agreeing perfectly with Ji au}: 

Hence appears the ſufficiency of that divine light 
to make all men believe in Chriſt tbe light of the world, 
according to Chriſt's own words to the Jews, Vile 
we bave the light, bdicve in the light, that ye may be the 
children of the light. —Walk while yon have the light, Ie 
darkneſs come upon you, even that total night of nature 
evben no man can work. 

Thoſe who reſiſt this internal light 8 re- 
ect the external goſpel, or receive it only in the let- 
ter and hiſtory : and too many ſuch there have been 
in all ages: tor Chrift <vas in the qvorld, even when 
the xworld knew him not: therefore he was manifeſt in 
the fleſh. The ſame ſun which had ſhined as the dawn, 
aroſe with healing in his auings, and came to deliver the 
truth which was held in righteouſneſs, and to help the 
light which was ot comprehended by the darkneſs. But 
alas! when he came to his own, even then bis own re- 
ceiwed him not. Why? Becauſe they were repro- 
bates? No: but becauſe they were moral agents. 

_ This is the condemnation, ſays he himſelf, that light 
came into the woRLD, bat MEN ſhut their eyes againft 
it, They loved darkneſs rather than light, BECAUSE 
therr qvorks were evil, They would go on in the fins 
which the light reproved, and therefore they oppoſed 
it till it was gaenched, that is, till it totally withdrew 
trom their hearts, To the ſame purpoſe our Lord 
ſays, The heart of this people is waxed groſs, their cars 
are dull of hearing, and their get have they cloſed againſt 
the light, 4% they ſhould ſce with their eyes, and under- 
fand with their hearts, and ſhould be converted, and 1 
Should heal thcm, The ſame unerring teacher informs 
Us, 
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us, that the dewil cometh to the qvay-fide hearers, and 
taketh away the <vord out of their hearts, left they ſhould 
believe and be ſaved. Aud if our goſpel is hid, ſays St. 
Paul, it is to them that belicve not, and are lofl, whoſe 
minds the God of this world hath blinded, left the glorious 
goſpel of Chrift ſhould fhine wnto them. 

From theſe ſcriptures it is evident that Calvin was 
miſtaken, or that the devil is a fool. For if man is 
now totally blind why ſnould the devil beſtir him- 
ſelf to blind him? And why ſhould he fear 4%½ the 
£0/pel ſhould ſhine to them that are loft, if there is abſo- 
lately no goſpel for them, or they have no eyes to 
ee, no cupacity to receive it? | 

Whether fingers 4ow their goſpel-day or not, they 
have one. Read the hiſtory ot Cain, who is ſuppoſ- 
ed to be the firſt reprobate ; and ſee how graciouſly 
the Lord expoſtulated with him. Confider the old 
avorld : St. Peter ſpeaking of them ſays, 7 he goſpel cuas 
prrac hed to them alſo that are dead; tor Chrift went by 
the Spirit, and preached even to thoſe who avere dif- 
obedient, when once the long-/uffering of God waited 120 
years in the days of Noah. Nor did the Lord «vait 
with an intention of having them compleatly fattened 
tor the day of ſlaughter ; far be the unbecomin 
thought trom thoſe who worſhip the God of love 
Inſtead of entertaining it, let us account that the long- 
Juffering of ur Lord is SALVATION, that is, a be- 
planing of ſalvation, and a ſure pledge of it: if we 

and redeem the accepted time : for the Lord is long- 
Suffering to.us-ward, not-willing that any ſhould periſh, 
bat that all fbould come to repentance. 

Nor does God's long-/iffering extend to the ele 
only. It embraces allo thoſe % treaſure up unto 
themjebues wrath againſt the day of wrath, by deſpifing the 
riches of divine gooducfs and forbearance and LONG-$UF- 
FERING, nat knowing that the goodneſs of God leads them 
to repentance. Ot this the Jews are a remarkable in- 
ſtance. I hat could God have done more to his Jewiſh 
vineyard ? He gathered the flones of it, and planted it 
with the.cheiceft vine; my yet when HE LOOKED that 
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feſts firſt moral, and then ſpiritual good and evi}, 
St. John bears <virne/ſs of that light, and declares it c 


the ſpiritual life of men, the true light, which enlighten- . 


eh not only every man that comes into the church, but 
every man that comethinto the world —without excepting 
thoſe who are yet in darkneſs, For the light ſhineth in 
the darkneſs, even where the darkneſs comprehends it not, 
The Baptiſt bore alſo ev:zne/5 of that light, that all men 
hit, notthro' him, migh»believe. (ds light being the 
laſt antecedent, and agreeing perfectly with 41 au}: 

Hence appears the ſufficiency of that divine light 
to make all zen believe in Chriſt tbe light of the world, 
according to Chriſt's own words to the Jews, While 
we Hawe the light, bdicee in the light, that ye may be the 
children of the light.—Walk while yon have the light, lift 
darkneſs come upon you, even that total gt of nature 
«oben no man cam work, 

Thoſe who refiſt this internal light generally re- 
ject the exterual goſpel, or receive it only in the let- 
ter and hiſtory: and too many ſuch there have been 
in all ages: for Chriſt <vas in the ⁊uorld, even when 
the cvorld knew him not: therefore he aua, manifeſt in 
the fleſh. The ſame ſun which had ſhined as the dawn, 
aroſe with healing in his wvings, and came to deliver the 
truth which was held in righteouſneſs, and to help the 
light which was not ——— by the darknifs. But 
alas! when he came to his own, even then bis own re- 
ceiwed him not. Why? Becauſe they were repro- 
-bates-? No: but becauſe they were moral agents. 

This is the condemnation, ſays he himſelf, that light 
came into the WORLD, bat MEN ſhut their eyes againſt 
it, They loved darkneſs rather than light, BECAUSE 
therr qvorks were evil, They would go on in the fins 
which the light reproved, and therefore they oppoſed 
it till it was guenched, that is, till it totally withdrew 
trom their hearts, To the ſame purpoſe our Lord 
ſays, The heart of this people is waxed groſs, their cars 
are dull of hraring, and their ges have they cloſed againſt 
the light, I/ they ſhould ſee wvith their eyes, and under- 
fand with their hearts, and ſhould be converted, and J 
Should heal them, The ſame unerring teacher informs 

Us, 
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us, that the dewil cometh to the qvay-fide hearers, and 
taketh away the cuord out of their hearts, left they ſhauld 
believe and be ſaved. Aud if our goſpel is hid, ſays St. 
Paul, it is to them that belivve not, and are lofl, whoſe 
minds the God of this world hath blinded, left the glorious 
gojpel of Chrift ſhould fhine unto them. 

From theſe ſcriptures it is evident that Calvin was 
miſtaken, or that the devil is a fool. For if man is 
now totally blind why ſhould the devil beſtir him- 
ſelf to blind him? And why ſhould he fear 4% the 
go/pel ſhould ſhine to them that are igſt, if there is abſo- 
lately no gofpel for them, or they have no eyes to 
ee, no cupacity to receive it? | 

Whether ſinners 4ow their goſpel-day or not, they 
have one. Read the hiſtory ot Cain, who is ſuppot- 
ed to be the firſt reprobate ; and ſee how graciouſly 
the Lord expoſtulated wich him. Confider the old 
avorld : St. Peter ſpeaking of them ſays, The goſpel cuas 
preathed to them alſo that are dead; tor Chrift went by 
the Spirit, and preached even to thoſe who avere dij- 
obedient, wwhen once the long-/uffering of God waited 120 


years in the days of Noah. Nor did the Lord «<vait 


with an intention of having them compleatly fattened 
tor the day of ſlaughter : far be the unbecomin 
thought from thoſe who worſhip the God of love 
Inſtead of entertaining it, let us account that the long- 
Juffering of aur Lord is SALVATION, that 1s, a be- 
gianing of ſalvation, and a ſure pledge of it: if we 
and redeem the accepted time : for the Lord is long- 
Suffering to.us-ward, not-willing that any ſhould periſh, 
bat that all ſtould come to repentance. e 
Nor does God's long: ſuſſering extend to the ele# 
only, It einbraces allo thoſe <vho treaſure up unto 
themſebues avrath againſt the Yay of wrath, by deſpiſiug the 


riches of divine gooducfe and forbearance and LONG-$UF- 


FERING, nat knowing that the goodneſs of God leads them 
to repentance. Ot this the Jews are a remarkable in- 
ſtance. I hat could God have done more to his Jewiſh 
vineyard ? He gathered the flones of it, and planted it 
with Al chic iagſl vine; _ yet wvhen HE LOOKED that 
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it ſbould have bronyht forth grapes, it brought forth awild 
grapes: when he ſent his ſervants to receive the fruits, 
they qvere abuſed and ſent away empty. Hence it is evi- 
dent that the Jews had a day, in which they could 
have brought forth fruit, or the <vi/e God would no 
more have /ooked for it, than a wiſe man expects to 
ſee the pine-apple grow upon the haw-thorn. 

Nay, the moſt obſtinate, phariſaic, and bloody of 
the Jews had a day, in which our Lord in perſon, 
<vorld have gathered them with as much tenderneſs, as 
a hen gathers her brood under her wings. And when he 
ſaw their free-agency, abſolutely ſet againſt his lov- 
ing-Kkindneſs, he wept over them, and deplored their 
not having &nown the things belonging unto their peace, 
before they wwere hid from their goes. 

Our gracious God freely gives one or more talents 

of grace to every man: nor was ever any man caft into 
utter darkneſi where ſhall be wvceping and gnaſhing of 
teeth: but for the not uſing his talent aright, as our 
Lord ſufficiently declares, Matt. xxv. 30. Alluding 
10 that important parable, I weuld obſerve, that the 
Chriſtian has five talents, the Jew two, and the 
Heathen one. If he that has two talents lays them 
out to advantage, he ſhall receive a reward as well as 
he that has five: and the one talent is as capable of a 
proportionable improvement as the two or the five, 
Phe equality of God's ways does not conſiſt in giving 
juſt the ſame number of gracious talents to all; but 
firſt in not · deſiring to gather where he has not flrawed, 
or to wm above a proportion of hs ſeed and (2.) in 
gracioutly diſpenſing rewards according to the num- 
ber of talents improved, and the degrees of that im- 
provement : (and in juſtly inflicting puniſhments, ac- 
cording to the number of the talents bury'd) and the 
aggravations attending their unfaithfulnebs For anto 
av-omſcever much is given, of him ſhall be much re- 
quired, and to whom men haue committed much, of him 
they au aſh the more. 

We frequently ſpeak of God's fecret decrees, the 
knowledge of which is as uſeleſs as it is _ 

ut 
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but ſeldom conſider that ſolemn decree /o often reveal- 
ed in the goſpel, To him that bas grace to purpoſe, 
more /hall be given ; and from him that has not, that has 
buried his gracious talent, and therefore in one ſenſe 
has it not, Mall be taken axvay even that which he hath 
to no purpoſe; according to our Lord's awful com- 
mand, Tate the talent from him that hath buried it, 
and give it to him that hath ten, for the good and faith- 
ful ſervant ſhall hade abundance,* He who ſays, What 
ſoever a man foweth, that ſhall he alſo reap, is too juſt 
to look for an increaſe from thoſe on whom he be- 
ſtows no talent; and as he calls for repentance and 
faith, and for a daily increaſe of both, he has cer- 
tainly bettowed upon us the ſeed of both, for he gives 
ſeed to the ſoxver, and does not deſire to reap where he 

has not ſown. | 
Methinks my honored opponent cries out with 
amazement: What! have all men power to repent 
and believe? And in the mean time a Benedictine. 
monk comes up to vouch that this doctrine is rank 
Pelagianiſm. But permit me to obſerve, that if Pe- 
lagius had acknowledged as we do the total fall of 
man; and aſcribed with us to the tree grace of God 
in Jeſus Chriſt, all the power we have to repent and 
believe, none of the Fathers would have been ſo in- 
judicious and uncharitable as. to rank him amongſt 
heretics, - We maintain that altho*' without Chriſt we 
can do nothing, yet ſo long as the day of falvation 
laſts, all men, he chef , feaners not accepted, can, 
thro” his preventing grace, cea/e to do evil, learn to 
do well, and uſe thoſe means which will — 
end in the repentance, and faith peculiar to the diſ- 
2 they are under, whether it be that of the 
eathens, Jews, or Chriſtians. | 
If the author of Pietas Oxonienfts, and father 
Walſh deny this, they might as well charge Chriſt 
with 
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* I mult do the Calviniſts the juftice to obferve that as our 
Lord ſays, at aud have; fo Eliſha Coles ſays, Uſe grace and bate 
grace, which is all that we contend for, if the infeparable counters 

pait of the axiom is admitted, “ abuſe gracg and loſe grace.” 
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with the abſurdity of tafting death for every mar, in 
order to keep moſt men from the very poſhibility of 
being benefitted by his death. They might as well 
aſſert that altho tbe free gift came an ALL men, Vet 
it never came upon a vait majority of them; and 
openly maintain, that Chriſt deſerves to be called the 
agftręyer rather than the Saviour of the avoid. For it 
the greateſt part of mankind may be contidered as e 
evortd, it repentance and faith are abſolutely impofii- 
ble to them, and Jeſus came to denounce deſtruction 
to all who do not repent and believe, let every think- 
ing man ſay whether he might not be called with 
greater propriety the De/#rozer than the Saviour of the 
avorld; and whether preaching the Criipian goſpel, 
is not like reading the warrant of iuevitable danna- 
tion to millions of wretched creatures. But upon 
the ſcheme of what you call the Weſlean ortho- 
doxy,” Chrift is really the Saviour of all men, but e/- 
pecially of them that believe ; for he indulges all with 
4 d of ſalvation, and if none but believers make a 
proper uſe of it, the fault is not in his partiality, but 
in their own obſtinacy, 

In what a pitiful light does your ſcheme place our 
Lord! Why did he marmel at the wnbelicf of the Fewws, 
if they could no more believe than a flone can ſwim ? 
And ſay not that he marvelled “ as a man ;” for the 
aſſertion abſolutely aumam him. What * man ever 
wondered that an aſs does not bray with the night- 
ingale's melodiotis voice? Nay, what child ever mar- 
velled that the ox does not fly above the clouds with 
the ſoaring eagle? | 
The ſame obſervation holdswithregard torepentance. 
Then he began, ſays St. Matthew: to upbraid the cities 
wherein moft of his mightyaworksxvere done, BECAUSE they 

nted not, Mercits! Saviour forgive us: We have 
inſulted thy meek wiſdom, by repreſenting thee as 
cruelly upbraiding the lame for not running, the 
blind for not ſeeing, and the dumb tor not ſpeaking ! 
But this is not all, if Capernaum could not have re- 
pented at our Lord's preaching, as well as Nine veh % 
F 2% 
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te preaching of Jonas; how do we reflect upon hes 
mild equity, and adorable goodneſs, when we repre- 
ſent him as pronouncing woe upon woe over the im- 
penitent city, and threatning to fink it into a deeper 
hell than Sodom, BECAUSE ;, repented not And how 
ill does it become us to exclaim againſt Deiſts for 
robbing Chriſt of his 4/viniry, when we ourſelves di- 
veſt him of common humanity / | 

Suppoſe a ſchool-maſier ſaid to his Englifh ſcholars, 
„ Except you inſtantly ſpeak Greek you ſhall all be 
ſeverely whipped,” you would wonder at the injuſ- 
tice of the ſchool-tyrant, But would not the wretch 
be mercitul, in compariſon of a Saviour, (ſo called) 
who is ſuppoled to ſay to myr.ads of men who can no 
more repent than ice can burn, Except you _ you 
ſhall all periſh ? ] confeſs that when I ſee real protet- 
rants calling this doctrine „ the pure goſpel,” and ex- 
tolling it as „ free grace,” I no more wonder that 
real papiſts ſhould call their bloody inquiſition the 
houſe of mercy, and their burning of thoſe whom they 
call Heretics an + auto de Je. 


Obj. At this rate our ſalvation or damnation turns 
upon the good or bad uſe which we make of the ma- 
nifold grace of God! And we are in this world in a 
ſtate of probation, and not merely upon our paſſage to 
the rewards which everlaſting love, or to the pu- 
niſhments which everlaſting hatred has Freely allotted 
us from the foundation of the world! 

Anſ. Undoubtedly ; for what man of ſenſe (I ex- 
cept thoſe who thro? hurry and miſtake have put on 
the veil of prejudice) could ſhew his face in a pul- 
pit, to. exhort a multitude of reprobates to avoid a 
damnation abſolutely unavoidable ; and invite a lit- 
tle flock of elect, to loſe no time in making ſure an 
election, ſurer than the pillars of heaven? 

Again, who but a tyrant will make the hfe of his 
ſubjects turn upon a thing that is not at all at their 


option? When Nero was determined to wy people 
y enough 


to death, had he not humanity and hone 
noc 
+ An act of faith. 
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not to tantalize them with inſulting offers of life ? 
To whom did he ever ſay, It thou pluckeſt one ſtat 
tram heaven thou ſhalt not die; but if thou faileſt in 
the attempt, the molt dreadiul and lingering tor- 
ments ſhall puniſh thy obitinacy F“ And ſhall I, fall 
my Chriſtian brethren, repreſent the King of ſaints 
as guilty of: what my pen refuſes to write, that 
which Nero himſelf was too merciful to contrive ? 
Obj. You do not ſtate the cafe fairly, If al] 
have finned in Adam, and the wages of fin is death, God 
did the reprobates no wrong when he condemned 
them to eternal torments, betore they knew their 
right hand from their lett; yea, before the founda- 
tion of the world.” 

Anſ. The plauſibility of this objection, heighten- 
ed by voluntary bumility, has milled thouſands of pious 
fouls; God give them underſtanding to weigh the fol- 
1owing reflections, (1) If an unconditional abſolute 
decree of damnation paſſed upon the reprobates B- 
'FORE the foundation of the worli; it is abſurd to account 
for the juſtice of ſuch a decree, by appealing to a fin 
committed AFTER the foundation of the world. 

(2) If Adam ſinned neceſſarily according to the /- 
eret «vill and purpoſe of God, as you intimate in your 
4th letter, many do not ſee how he, much lets his 
* could juſtly be condemned to eternal tor- 
ments for doing an iniquity which God's hand ard 
coutzſel determine d before to be done. 

4 3) As we ſinned only /e-inalily in Adam, if God 
had not intended our redemption, his goodneſs would 
have engaged him to deſtroy us /cxrinally, by cruſhing 
the capital offender who contained us all: fo there 
would have been a juſt proportion between the lin, 
and the puniſhment; for as we ſinned in Adam with- 
out the leaſt conſciouſneſs of guilt, ſo in him we 
ſhould have been puniſhed without the leaſt conſci- 
ouſneſs of pain. This obſervation way be illuſtra- 
ted by an example, If I catch a miſchievous ani- 
mal, a viper for inſtance, I have undoubtedly a 
right to kill her, and deſtroy her dangerous brood it 
"the is big with young. But if inſtead of — 
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her as ſoon as I can, I feed her on purpoſe to get 
many broods trom her, and torment to death millions 
of her offspring, I can hardly paſs for the good man, 
who regards the life of a beat. Leaving to you the 
application of this ümile, I aſk: Do we honour 
God when we break the equal beams of his perfec- 
tions? when we blacken his goodneſs and mercy, in 
order to make his juſtice and greatneſs ſhine with ex- 
orbitant luſtre? If “ a God all mercy is a God un- 
juſt,” may not we ſay, according to the rule of pro- 
portion, that, “a God all juſtice is a God unkind,” 
and can never be he whoſe mercy is over all his æuorłs P 

(g. But the moment we allow that the bleſſing of 
the ſecond Adam is as general as the curſe of the firſt ; 
that God /e again life and death before every indivi- 
dual, and that he mercitully reſtores to all a capacity 
of chuſing life, yea and of having it one day more abun- 
dantly than Adam himſelf had before the fall, we fee 


his goodneſs and juftice ſhine with equal radiance, 


when he ſpares guilty Adam to propagate the fallen 
race, that they may ſhare the bleſſings ot à better cove- 
nant, For, according to the Adamic law, judgment 
vas by one ſin to condemnation ; but the fre gift of the 
goſpel is of many offences to juſtification. For if thro 
the offence of one the many be dead ; much more the grace 
of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man Jeſus 
Chrift, hath abounded unto the many. 


(6) Rational and ſcriptural as the preceding obſer- 


rations are, we could ſpare them, and anſwer your 
objection thus. You think God may juſtly decree, 


that millions of his unborn creatures ſhall be weſels of 


<vyath to all eternity, overflowing with the vengeance 
due to Adam's pre-ordainedfin; but youare notnearer 
the mark: for granting that he could do it as a juſt, 
good, and merciful God; yet he cannot do it as the 
God of faithfulneſs and truth. His word and oath are 
gone forth together : Hear both. What mean ye that 


3c uſe this proverb 2 -e The fathers have caten ſour grapes, 


and the children's teeth are ſet on edge: As I LIVE, ſays 
the Lord -God, ye ſhall not have occaſion any more to uſe 
| this 
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this proverh. The ſoul that ſinneth perſonally, it ſhall di 
eternally, Emery one ſhall die for his b, avoidable 
iniquity. Every man that eateth the ſour grape, when 
he might have eaten the ſweet, his tecth ſhall juilly 
be ſet on edge. When God has thus made oath ot his 
equity and impartiality before mankind, it 1s rather 
bold to charge him with contriving Calvin's election, 
and ſetting up the Proteitant Madona, the great 
image be fore which a conſiderable part of the church 
continually falls down and worſhips. 

O ye honeſt Shadrachs, who gaze upon it with ad- 
miration, ſee how ſome Calvinian doctors deity it, 
Decreta Dei ſunt ipſe Deus, The decrees of God are God 
himſelf. See Eliſha Coles advancing at the head ot thou- 
ſands of his admirers, and hear how he exhorts them 
to worſhip : Let us make election our all; our bread, ava- 
ter, munition of rocks, and whatever elſe ve can ſuppoſe io 
avant, that is, Let us make the great image our God, 
Ye candid Meſhechs, ye conſiderate Abednegos, fol- 
low not this miſtaken multitude ; betore you cry with 
them, Great is the Diana of the Calviniſt!“ walk 
once around the celebrated image: and I am perſuad- 
ed that if you can make out Frce Grace written in 
running hand upon her ſmiling face, you will ſee 
Fate WRATH written in black capitals upon her de- 
.tormed back ; and then, far from being angry at the 


liberty I take to expoſe her, you will with ſpeed t 


to the /ittle fone which I level at her 7ron-clay-fect. 
Think not, honored Sir, that I ſay about ee. 
wrath, what I cannot poſſibly prove: for you help 
me yourſelf to a ſtriking demonſtration. I ſuppoſe you 
ſtill upon your travels. You come to the borders ol 
u great empire, and the firſt thing that ſtrikes you, is 
a man in an eaſy carriage going with folded arms to 


take poſſeſſion of an immenſe eſtate freely given him 
by the King of the country. As he flies along you jail 
make out the motto of the royal chariot, in which he 
dozes, FREE REWARD. Soon after you meet five oi 
the kings carts, containing twenty wretches loaded 
with irons and the motto of every cart is, Fr xz Pu- 

| NISHMENT 
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NISHMENT» You enquire into the meaning of this ex- 
traordinary proceſſion, and the ſheriff attending the 
execution anſwers: Know, curious ſtranger, that 
our Monarch is ab/olute; and to ſhew that * 
is the prerogative of his imperial crown, and that he 
xs 10 re/peeter of perſons, he diſtributes every day FREE 
rewards and FREE puniſhments, to 4 certain number of 
his ſubjects.— What! without any regard to merit 
or demerit, by mere caprice !”—Not altogether ſo, 
for be pitches upon the wORST of men, and chief of fin- 
rs, aud upon ſuch to CuoosE, for the ſubjects of his 
rewards. (Eliſha Coles, page 62) And that his pu- 
niſhments may do as much honour to 7ree a, 
eu as his bounty does to free ſovereign grace, he 
pitches upon thoſe that ſhall be executed, before they 
are born.— What! have theſe poor creatures in 
chains done no harm?” O yes, ſays the ſheriff, the 
king contrived that their parents ſhould let them fall, 
and break their legs before they had any know- 
ledge; when they came to years of diſcretion he 
commanded them to run a race with broken legs, 
and becaule they cannot do it, I am going to ſee them 
quartered, Some of them beſides this have been 
obliged to fulfil the king's /ecret aul, and bring about 
hs purpojes; and they ſhall be burned in yonder deep 
valley culled Topher, for their trouble, —You are 


thocked at the ſheriff's account, and begin to expoſ- 


tulate with him about the freene/5 of the aurath which 
burns a man for doing the King's will; but all the 
anſwer you can get from him is that which you give 
me in your 4th letter, page 23, where ſpeaking of 
u poor reprobate you lay, Such an one is tndecd ac- 


_ compli ſhing the king's, you ſay God's decree, but be car- 


rien a dreadful mark in his forehead, that ſuch a decree is, 
that he ſhall be puniſhed æuith everlaſiing atſiruction from 
the preſence of the Lord of the country. You cry out, 
God deliver me from the hands of a monarch, 
Who puniſhes evith everlaſting deflruftion ſuch as accom- 
Fial bis decree l and _ the magiſtrate intimates 

3 that 
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that your exclamation is a dreadful mark if not in your 
| Forehead, at leaſt upon your tongue, that you yourlelt, 
ſhall be apprehended againſt the next execution, and 
made a public inſtance of the king's free wrath, your 
blood runs cold, you bid the poſtilion turn the horſes; 
they gallop for your life, and the moment you get 
out of the dreary land, you bleſs God for your nar- 

row eſcape. : 
May reaſon and ſcripture draw your ſoul with 
equal ſpeed from the difmal fields of Cole's ſove- 
reignty, to the ſmiling plains of primitive Chriſtiani- 
ty. Here you have God's election without Calvin's 
reprobation. Here Chriſt chuſes the Jews without re- 
jecting the Gentiles, and elects Peter, James and 
John to the enjoyment of peculiar privileges, with- 
out reprobating Matthew, Thomas and Simon. Here 
no body is damned for not doing impoſlibilities, or tor 
doing what he could not poflibly help. Here all 
that are ſaved enjoy rewards thro' the merits of 
Chriſt, according to the degrees of evangelical obe- 
dience which the Lord enables, not forces, them to 
perform. Here free wrath never appeared ; all our 
damnation is of ourſelves, when we aeg ſuch great 
ſalvation, by obſtinately refuſing to work it out with 
fear and trembling. But this is not all, here free gra 
does not rejoice over focks but over men, who gladly 
confeſs that their ſalvation is all of God, who tor 
Chriſt's ſake reCtifies their free-agency, helps their 
infirmities, and cori in them both to <vill and to do of 
his good pleaſure. And from the tenor of the ſcrip- 
ture, as well as from the conſent of all nations, and 
the dictates of conſcience, it appears that part oi 
God's good pleaſure towards man is, that he ſhall remain 
inveſted with the awful power of c>ufing Lit or dial“, 
that his will ſhall never be forced, and confequently 
that overbearing, irreſiſtible grace ſhall! be. baniſhed to 
the land of Cole's ſovereiguty, together with free, 

abſolyte, unavoidable wrath. 
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Now, honored Sir, permit me to aſk, Why does 
this doctrine alarm good men? Why are thoſe di- 
vines deemed heretics who dare not diveſt God of 
his effeutial love, Emmanuel of his compaſlionate 
humanity, and man of his connatural free-agency ? 
What are Dominicus and Calvin, when weighed in 
the balance againſt Moſes and Jeſus Chriſt ? Hear 
the great Prophet of the Jews : I call heaven and earth 
to record this day againſt you, that I have ſet before you 
life and death, blefſing and curfing, heaven and hell, 
therefore chuſe life that you may live. And he that hath 
cars not yet abſolutely ſtopped by prejudice, et him 
hear what the great prophet of the Chriſtians ſays up- 
on the impartant queſtion. I am come that they might 
have life all things are now ready but ye auill not come 
unto me that you might have life I would have gathered 
you and you would not—Becauſe I have called and ye re- 
fuſed, [avill laugh when your defliruflion cometb. FoR 
THAT they did not CHUSE the fear of the Lord, THERE= 
FORE ſhall they cat not the fruit of my decree or of 
Adam's fin, but of their own perverſe away : they ſhall 
be filled with their own doings. . 

If theſe words of Moſes and Jeſus Chriſt are over- 
looked, ſhould not at leaſt the experience of near fix 
thouſand years teach the world that God does not 
force rational beings, and that when he tries their 
loyalty, he does not obey for them, but gives them. 
Sufficient grace to obey for themſelves ? Had not all 
the angels ſufficient grace to obey ? If ſome kept not 
their firſt eſtate, was it not thro' their own unfaithful- 
neſs? What evil has our Creator done us, or what 
ſervice have devils rendered us, that we ſhould fix 
the blot of Calvinian reprobation upon the former, 
to excuſe the rebellion of the latter * Did not Adam 
and Eve ſtand ſome time by means of God's ſufficient 
grace, and might they not have ſtood for ever ? 
Have not unconverted men ſufficient grace to forſake 
or complain of ſome evil? To perform, or attempt 
| C 2 ſome 
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fome good? Had not David ſufficient grace to avoid 
the crimes into which he plunged ? Have not be. 
levers ſufficient power to do more good than the 
do? And does not the ſcripture addreſs ſinners (Si- 
mon Magus not excepted) as having ſufficrent grace 
to pray for more grace, it they have not yet ſinned the 
fin unto death? 

In oppoſition to the above-ſtated doctrine of grace 
Free rox all, as well as, free IN all, our Calvinian 
brethren aſſert that God binds his free grace, and 
keeps it from viſiting millions of finners whom they 
call reprobates.— They teach that man is not in 3 
itate 4 probation, that his lot his abſolutely caſt, a 
certain little number of ſouls being immoveably fix- 
ed in God's favor, in the midſt of all their abomina- 
tions; and a certain vaſt number under his eternal 
wrath, in the midit of their moſt fincere endea vours 
to ſecure his favor. And their teachers maintain 
that the names of the former were ⁊uritiru in the book 
of life, without any reſpect to foreſeen repentance, 
taith and obedience ; while the names of the latter 
were put in the book of death, (fo I call the decree 
of reprobation) merely for the fin of Adam, without 
any regard to perſonal impenitency, unbelief and 
diſobedience. And this zarrow grace and f ee wwrath 
they recommend to the world under the engaging 
name of free grace. . 

This doctrine, dear Sir, we are in conſcience 
bound to oppoſe, not only becauſe it is the reverfe 
ot the other, which is both ſcriptural and rational; 
but becauſe it is inſeparably connected with doctrinal 
Antinomianiſm, as your fourth letter abundantly de- 
monſtrates; and above all, becauſe it appears to us 
that it fixes a blot upon all the divine perfections. 
Pleaſe, honored, Sir, to conſider the follow ing que- 
ries. | 

What becomes of God's goodne/5, if the tokens of 
it which he gives to millions are only intended to 

inhance 
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inhance their ruin, or caſt a deceitful veil over his 
everlaſting wrath ?- What of his mercy which is over 
ALL bis works, if millions were ever excluded from 
the leaſt intereſt in it, by an ahholute decree tfat con- 
ſtitutes them veſſels of wrath from all eternity? 
What becomes of his zz/tice, if he ſentences myriads 
upon myriads to everlaſting fire, BECAUSE they Have 
not beliewed on the name of his only begotten Son; when, 
if they had believed that he was their 70%, their Sa- 
viour, they would have believed a monſtrous lie, 
and claimed what they have no more right to than I 
have to the crown of England? What of his wera- 
city, and the oath he ſwears that he willeth not the death 
of a finer ; if he never affords moſt ſinners ſufficient 


means of eſcaping eternal death? If he ſends his am- 


baſſadors to every creature, declaring that all things are 
zo ready for their ſalvation, when nothing but Tt 
15 1 of old for the inevitable deſtruction of a 
vaſt majority of them? What becomes of his ho/ing/s, 
if in order to condemn the reprobates with ſome ſhow 
of juſtice, and ſecure the end of his decree of reproba- 
tion, which is that ** millions ſhall abſolutely be 
damned,” he abſolutely fixes the means of their dam- 
nation, that is, their fins and wickedneſs ?-- What of 
his wv//dom if he ſeriouſly expoſtulates with fouls as 
dead as corpſes, and gravely urges-to repentance and 
faith perſons that can no more repent and believe, 
than fiſhes can ſpeak and fing ?—What becomes of 
his Jong-/uffering, if he wants to have an opportunity 
of ſending the reprobates into a deeper hell, and not 
to give them a longer time to /ave themſelves from 
this perverſe generati on — What of his equity, if there 
was-mercy for Adam and Eve, who per/onally ben 
the edge of duty; wantonly ruſhed out of paradiſe 
into this howling wilderneſs; and yet there is no 
mercy for millions of their unfortunate children, 
who are born in a ſtate of fin and miſery without any 
þ*1/ongl choice, and conſequently without any perſona 
fin ?—And what becomes of his omni/cience,, if he: 
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cannot foreknow future contingencies ? Tf to foretell 
without a miſtake that ſuch a thing ſhall happen, he 
muſt do it himſelf? Was not Nero as wile in this 
. reſpect? Could not he foretell that Phebe ſhould not 
continue a virgin, when he was bent upon raviſhing 
her? That Seneca ſhould not die a natural death, 
when he had determined to have him murdered ? 
And that Criſpus ſhould fall into a pit, if he obliged 
him to run a race at midnight in a place full of pits ? 
And what old woman in the, kingdom cannot preciſely 
toretell that a filly tale ſhall be told ar ſuch an hour, it 
ſhe 3s reſolved to tell it herſelf, or at any rate to engage 
child to do it for her? 
Again, What becomes of God's loving - Kinducſſes, 
ewhich have been ever of old toxwards the children of men ? 
And what of his ;»part/ality, if moſt men, abſolutely 
reprobated for the fin of Adam, are never placed in 
4 late of perſonal trial and probation * Does not God 
aſe them far leſs kindly than devils, who were tried 
exery one for himſelf, and remain in their diabolical 
tate, becauſe they brought it upon themſelves by a 
perſonal choice? Aﬀoniſhing! That the Son of 
God ſhould have been fleſh of the fleſh, and bone 
of the bone of millions of men, whom, upon the 
Calvinian ſcheme, he never indulged fo far as he 
did devils! What an hard hearted relation to my- 
riads of his fellow-men, does Calvin repreſent our 
Lord? Suppoſe Satan had become our &4in/mer by 
Incarnation, and had by that mean got the right of re- 
demption : would he not have acted like himſelf, it 
he had not only left the majority of them in the 
depth of the fall, but enhanced their miſery by the 
fight of his partiality to the little flock of the elect ? 
Once more, What becomes of fair dealing, if 
God every where repreſents fin as the dreadful evil 
which cauſes damnation, and yet the moſt horrid 
fins cuor for good to ſome, and as you intimate “ ac- 
compliſh their ſalvation thro* Chriſt *?=—And what 
of honeſty, it the God of truth himſelt promiſes that R 
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the families of the earth ſhall be bleſſed in Chrift, when he 
has curſed a vaſt majority of them, with a decree of 
abſolute reprobation, which excludes them trom ob- 
taining an intereſt in him, even from the foundation 
of the world * 3 

Nay what becomes of his ſovereignty itfelf, if it is 
torn trom the mild and gracious attributes by which 
it is tempered ? It it 1s held-forth in ſuch a light as 
renders it more terrible to millions, than the ſove- 
reignty of Nebuchadnezzar in the plain of Dura ap- 
peared to Daniel's companions, when the form of his 
wiſaze was changed againſt them, and he decreed that 
they ſhould be c into the burning fiery furnace; for 
they might have ſaved their bodily lite by bowing to 
the golden image which was a thing in their power; 
but poor reprobates can eſcape at no rate: the Horri- 
ble decree is gone forth; they mult, in ſpite of their 
belt endeavours, dwell body and foul with everlaſting 
burningss 

And let none ſay that we wrong the Calvinian de- 
cree of reprobation, when we call it an 4orrible decree, 
for Calvin himſelf is honeſt enough to call it ſo, Un- 
de tactum elit, tot gentes, una cum hberis eorum 
* infantibus æternæ morti (involveret laplus Adæ 


abſque remedio, nifi quia Deo ita viſum eſt ? Decre- 


* tum quidem horribile, tateor : inficiare tamen nemo 
+ poterit, quin præſciverit Deus quem exitum habi- 
* turus eflet homo, antequam iptum - conderet, et 
© ideo præſciverit quia decreto ſuo fic ordinarat.“ 
That is, How comes it to pats that ſo many nations, 
together with their infant children, are by the fall 
of Adam involved in eternal death without reme- 
dy, unleſs it is becauſe God would have it fo ?— 
* An horrible decree, I conteſs | Nevertheleſs nobody 
can deny that God foreknew what would be man's 
© end betore he created him, and that he foreknew 
* it becauſe he had ordered it by his decree.* Calv. 

Init, Book 3. Chap. 23. Sect. 7. 
This is ſome of the contempt which Calviniſm 
pours upon God's perfections: theſe are ſome 1 = 
b ots 
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blots which it fixes upon his word.—But the mo. 
ment a man 1s confidered as a candidate tor heaven, a 
probationer for a bliſsful immortality—the moment 
you allow him what free grace beſtows upon him, 
that is, a day of ſalvation, with a talent of living light 
and rectified free-agency, to enable him to work for li/: 
taithfully promiſed, as well as Hom life treely impart- 
ed—the moment, I ſay, you allow this, all the divine 
perfections ſhine with unſullied luſtre ; and as rea- 
ſon and majeſty returned to Nebuchadnezzar ater 
his ſhameful degradation, ſo conſiſtency and native 
dignity are reſtored to the abuſed oracles of God. 

Having thus ſhewn the inconſiſtency of Calvi- 
niſm, and the reaſonableneſs of what you. call the 
Weſlean, and what we eſteem the Chriſtian ortho- 
doxy, (ſo far at leaſt as it reſpects the gracious power 
and opportunity that man, as redeemed - and prevent- 
ed by Chriſt, has to work for life“ or to avork ont 
his own ſalvation) it is but juſt I ſhould conſider ſome 
of the moſt plauſible objections which are urged 
againſt our doctrine. 

1. Obj. Your Weſlean ſcheme pours more con- 
tempt upon the divine perfections than ours. What 
becomes of God's av;/Jom, if he gave his Son to die 
tor all mankind, - when he foreknew that moſt men 
would never be benefitted by his death * 

Anſ. (1) God toreknew juſt the contrary : all 
men, even thoſe who periſh, are benefitted by 
Chriſt's death; for all enjoy thro” him a day of ſalva- 
tion, and a thouſand: bleſſings both ſpiritual and tem- 
poral ; and if all do not enjoy heaven for ever, they 
may ſtill thank God for his gracious offer, and 
take the blame upon themſelves for their ' obſtinate 
refuſal of it. (2) God by reinſtating all mankind in 
a ſtate of probation, for ever ſhuts the mouth of thoſe 
who chuſe death in the error of their ways, and clears 
himſelf of their blood- before men and angels, If he 
cannot eternally benefit unbelievers, he eternally 
vindicates his own. adorable perfections. He [26 

ay 
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ſay to the moſt obſtinate of all the reprobates, O Ie 
ruel thou haſt deftroyed thyſelf; In me Was thy help, but 
thou worldeff not come. unto me that thou might baue 
ie. Thy deſtruction is not from y decree, but thine 
01 determination. 

2. Obj. IF God wills all men to be ſaved, and yet 
many are damned, is he not difappointed ? And does 
not his diſappointment argue that he wants either 
wiſdom to contrive the means of ſome men's ſalva- 
tion or power to execute his gracious deſign ? 

Anſ. (1) God's purpoſe is that all men ſhall have 
ſufficient grace to believe according to their diſpen- 


ſation that he «vho belirreth ſhall be ſaved, and he <vho 


belieweth not ſhall be damned. God cannot theretore be 
diſappointed, even when man's free agency throws in 
the weight of final unbelief, and turns the ſcale of 
probation for death. (2) Altho* Chriſt is the au- 


thor of a day of /alvation to all, yet he is the author of * 


eternal /alvation to none but to ſuch as obey him, by 
or iug out their vun ſalvation while it is day. 


If you fay that “ Suppoſing God wills the ſalva- 


tion of all, and none can be ſaved but the obedient, 
he ſhould ae all obey :” * I reply, So he does, by 
a variety of gracious means, which perſuade but do 
not force them; for he ſays himſelf, What could 7 
have done more to my wineyard than ] have done ? Oh 
but he ſhould force all by the ſovereign power of ir- 
reſiſtible grace.” You might as well ſay that he 
ſhould renounce his wiſdom, and defeat his own pur- 


poſe: for it his wiſdom places men in a ſtate of pro- 


bation : the moment he forces them, he takes them 
out of that ſtute and overturns his own counfel : he 
deſtroys the work of his hands: he unmans man, 
and faves him not as a rational creature ; but as a 
ſtock or ſtone, Add to this, that forced obedience is 
a contradiction in terms; it is but another word for 
diſobedience, at leaſt in the account of him who ſays 
My ſon, give me thy heart: obey me with an uncon- 
ſtrained, free, and chearful will, In a word, this 

many 
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many are willingly ignorant of, that when God ſays, 
he abi all MEN to be ſaved, he wills them to be ſaved 


as MEN, according to his own method of falvation laid d; 
down m the above-mentioned ſcriptures, and not jn Its 
their own way of wilful diſobedience, or after Calvin's Je 
ſcheme of irrefiſtible grace, Ic: 
3. Obj. You may ſpeak againſt irref/ible grace, 8 
but we are perſuaded that nothing ſhort of it is ſut- on 
ficient to make us believe; fer St. John informs us G 
that the Jews, towards whom it was not excrted, Ki 
COULD not believe,” bo 
Anſ. (1.) Joſeph ſaid to his miſtreſs How can 7 do wi 
this great qwickedneſs ! But this does not prove that * 
he was not able to comply with her requeſt if he of 
had been ſo minded. The truth was, that ſome of ch. 
the Phariſees had unh d their talent, and therefore Lof 
could not improve it; while others had fo provoked CO! 
God, that he bad taken it from them : they had finned . he 
znto death. But moſt of them obſtinately held that * 
evil, which was an inſurmountable hindrance to ed 
faith; and to them our Lord ſaid, How cAn ye Believe, ter 
abbo receive honor one of another / (2.) I wonder that dic 
modern predeſtinarians ſhould make ſo much of this on 
ſcripture, when St. Auguſtin their father, ſolves the > 
ſeeming difficulty with the utmoſt readineſs. * It thi 
« you aſk me, ſays he, why the Jews coULD not be- 11 
liebe: I quickly anſwer, Becauſe they wou. D xo; = 
for God foreſaw their evil will, and foretold it by wh 
the prophet ; and if he blinded their eyes, their own in 
« wills deſerved this alſo.” They obſtinately ſaid © we der 
vl! not ſee,” and God juſtly ſaid at laſt, ** Ye hall not el 
ſee.” ri 
4. Obj. You frequently mention the parable of T 

| 


the talents, but take care to ſay nothing of the para- 
ble of the dry bones, which ſhews not only the abſur- 


dity of ſuppoling that man can work for life, but the the 
propriety of expoſtulating with ſouls as void of all 11 
ſpiritual life, as the dry bores to which Ezekiel pro- = 

ic 


heſied. 
N Anſ. bur 
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Anſ. If you read that parable without comment, 
ou will ſce that it is not deſcriptive of the ſcriptural 
ſtate of ſouls, but of the political condition of the 
Jews during their captivity in Babylon. They were 
ſcattered throughout Chaldea as &ry bones in a walley ; 
ror was there any human probability of their being 
collected to form againſt a political body. Therefore 
God to chear their deſponding hearts, tavoured Eze- 
kiel with the viſion of the reſurrection of the dry 
bones. (2.) This viſion proves juſt the reverſe of 
what ſome imagine. For the dry bones are thus def- 
cribed by God himſelf. Theſe bones are the whole houſe 
of Iſrael. Behold, they ſay, (this was the language of 
their deſpairing minds) our bones are dried, our hope is 
loft, we are cut off for our parts. Here theſe Iſraelites are 
compared to dry bones, even before Ezekiel prophe- 


| hed, and the Spirit entered into them, knew their 


miſery, and complained of it ſaying, Our bones are dri- 
4 up. How far then were they from being as in- 
tenſible as corpſes? ( 3.) The prophecy to the dry bones 
did not conſiſt in threatnings and exhortations : it was 
only of the declarative kind, Nor was the promiſe 
of their reſurrection fulfilled in the Calvinian way, 
that is zrre/tible, For altho' God had ſaid, I vill 
open your graves, that is, your prifons, and bring you 
out of them into your land; we find that multitudes 
when their graves were opened, choſe to continue 
in them. For when Nehemiah and Ezra breathed, un- 
der God, courage in the dry bones, the Jewiſh 
captives diſperſed throughout Chaldea, many pre- 
terred the land of their captivity to their own land, 
and retufed to return: ſo that after all, their political 
re{urrection turned upon their own choice. 
5. Obj. We do not altogether go by the parable of 
the dry bones, when we affirm there is no abſurdity 
in preaching to ſouls as dead as corpſes, We have 
the example of our Lord as well as that of Ezekiel, 
Did he not fay to Lazarus when he was dead and 

buried, Come forth? 
Anſ. 
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Anſ. If Chriſt had called Lazarus out of the graxe 
without giving him power to come forth, his friends 
would have had ſome reaſon to ſuſpect that he <vas be. 
fides himſiff. How much more, it they had heard 
him call a thouſand corples out of their graves, de- 
nouncing to all, that if they did not rife they ſhould 
be caft inio a lake of fire , and eaten up by a <vorm that 
dieth not It is matter of fact that Chriſt never com- 
manded but one dead man to come out of the grave ; 
and the inſtant he gave him the command, he gave 
him alſo power to obey it. Hence we conclude that 
as the Lord commands all men every where to repent, he 
gives them all power ſo to do. But ſome Calviniiis 
argue juſt the reverſe. Chriit, ſay they, cal ed one 
corpie without uſing any intreaty, threatning or pro- 
mile, and he gave it power to obey; theretore wick 
he calls an hundred dcad fouls, and intorces his calls 
with the greateſt variety of expoitulations, threat- 
nings and promiſes, he gives power to obey only to 
two or three. What an interence is this! How 
worthy of the cauſe which it ſupports ! | 

In how contemptible a light dues our Lord ap- 

ar it he ſays to ſouls as dead as Lazarus in the grave, 
All the day long have 1 firetched out my hands unto jou. 
Turn ye: Why will ye die? Let the wicked forjake his 
«way, and I will have mercy upon him: But if he will 
201 turn, I will whet my feword, I have bent my bow and 
made it ready; T have alſo prepared for him” the inflru- 
ments of death ? 


I once ſaw a paſſionate man -unmerciſully beating 
and damning a blind horſe, becauſe he did not take 


to the way in which he would have him go; and I 


came up juſt when the poor animal fell a lamed victim 
to its driver's madneſs. How did I upbraid him with 
his cruelty, and charge him with uparallelled extrava- 
gance ! But I now aſk if it is not more than parallellcd 
by the conduct of the imaginary being, whom ſome 
recommend to the world as a wite and mercitul God. 
For the beſonted driver for ſome minutes expoſtulated 

in 
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in his way with a Living tho' blind horſe ; but the 
ſuppoſed Maker of the Calvinian decrees expoſtulates 
ail the day long with fouls not only as blind as beetles, . 
but as dead as corpſes. Again, the former had ſome 
hopes of prevailing with his living beaſt to turn; 
but what hopes can the Jatter have to prevail with 
dead corpſes, or with ſouls as dead as they? What 
man in his ſenſes ever attempted to make a corpſe 
turn, by threatning it /wvrd in hand, or by bending 
the bow and levelling an arrow at its cold and putrid 
heart * | 
But ſuppoſe the reſurrection of Lazarus, and that 
of the dry bones, did not overthrow Calviniſm, 
would it be reaſonable to lay fo much ſtreſs upon 
them? Is a dead ſoul in every reſpect like a dead 
body; and is moral abſolutely like natural death? Can 
a parabolical viſion wreſted from its obvious mean- 
ing, ſuperſede the plaineſt declarations of Chriſt, 
who perſonally addreſſes ſinners as tree agents? 
Should not metaphors, compariſons, and parables 
be ſuffered to walk erect like reaſonable men? Is 
it right to make them go upon all four like the ſtu- 
pid ox? What loads of heterodoxy have degraded 
parables brought into the church! And how ſucceſs- 
tully has error carried on her trade, by dealing in 
figurative expreſſions taken in a literal ſenſe ! 


This is my body, ſays Chriſt. “ Therefore bread 
is fleſh, ſays the Papiſt, and tranſubſtantiation is 
true.” —Theje dry bones are the houſe of 1ſracl, ſays the 
Lord. Therefore Calviniſm is true, ſay my ob- 
jectors, and we can do no more towards nur 
converſion, than dry bones towards their refur- 
rection.” — Loft ſinners are repreſented in the goſ- 
pel as a 10% piece of fikver : Therefore, ſays the au- 
thor of Pietas Oxonienſis, they can no more feck 
God, than the picce could feek the woman who 
had loſt it, — Chriſt is the Son of God, favs St. Peter: 
Therefore, ſays Arius, he is not co-eternal with 
the Father, for I am not ſo old as my parents.“ 

| Aud 
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And I, who have a right to be as wiſe as any of 
them, hearing our Lord tay that he ſever churches are 
Seven candleſticks, prove by it that the ſeven churches 
can no more repent than three pair and a halt of can- 
dleſticks, or if you pleaſe, ſeven pair of ſnufters, 
And ſhall we pretend to overthrow the general 
tenor of the ſcripture by ſuch conclufions as theſe ! 
Shall not rather unprejudiced perſcns of every de- 
nomination, agree to turn ſuch arguments out of the 
Chriſtian church, with as much indignation as Chriſt 
turned the oxen out of the Jewiſh temple ! 


Permit me honored Sir, to give you two or three 
inſtances more, of an undue ſtretching of ſome par- 
ticular words, for the ſupport of ſome Calvinian er- 
rors. According to the oriental ſtile a follower ot 
wiſdom is called a % of wvi/dom, and one that devi- 
ates from her paths a n of folly. By the ſame 
mode of ſpeech, a wicked man, confidered as wicked, 
is called Satan, a ſon of Belial, a child of the <wicked 
one, and a child of the devil. On the other hand a 
man who-turns from the devil's works, and does the 
works of God by believing in him, is called à child, 
or a ſor of God, Hence the paſſing from the ways 
of Satan to the ways of God, was naturally called 
converſion and ney birth, as implying a turning from 
fin, a paſſing into the family of God, and being 
numbered among the godly. 

Hence ſome divines, who, like Nicodemus, car 
nalize the expreſſions of new birth, child of God, and 
fon of God, aſſert that it men who once walked in 
God's ways, turn back even into adultery, murder, 
and-inceſt, they are ſtill God's dear people and plea- 
ſant children, in the goſpel-ſenſe of the words. They 
aſk, Can a man be a child of God to-day, and a 
* child of the devil to-morrow ? Can he be born 
<« this week, and unborn the next?” And with 
theſe queſtions they as much think they have over- 
thrown the doctrine of holineſs and wag. half of the 
bible, as honeſt Nicodemus ſuppoſed he had _ 

1ſhe 
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liſhed the doctrine of regeneration, and ſtopped our 
Lord's mouth, when he ſaid, Car a man enter à ſecond 
time into his mother's womb aud be born? | 
The queſtions of our brethren would be eaſily an- 
ſwered, if ſetting aſide the oriental mode of ſpeech, 
they fimply aſked, ** May one who has ceaſed to do 
evil, and learned to do auell to-day ; ceaſe to do well, 
and learn to do evil to-morrow ?” To this we could 
directly reply: If the dying thief, the Phillippian 
Jailor, and multitudes of Jews, in one day went over 
from the ſons of folly to the ſons of wiſdom ; where 
is the abſurdity of ſaying they could meaſure the 
ſame way back again in one day; and draw back in- 
to the horrid womb of fin as eafily as Satan drew 
back mto rebellion, Adam into difobedience, David 
into adultery, Solomon into idolatry, Judas into 
treaſon, and Ananias and Sapphira into covetouſ- 
neſs? When Peter had ſhewn himſelf a gie fon of 
heavenly wiſdom, by confefſing Jeſus Chriſt ; did 
he even ſtay till the next day to become a ſon 
of folly by following the æuiſddom which is earthly, ſeu- 
ſual, deviliſh? Was not our Lord directly obliged 
to rebuke him with the utmoſt ſeverity, by ſaying, 
Get thee behind me. SATAN? | 
Multitudes, who live in open fin, build their 
hopes of heaven upon a fimilar miſtake, I mean up- 
on the unſcriptural idea which they fix to the ſerip- 
tural word hp. Once I heard the Shepherds voice, 
ſays one of theſe Laodicean ſouls; I followed him, and 
therefore I was one of his ſheep; and now, tho' I 
Follow the voice of a ffranger who leads me into all 
manner of fins, into adultery and murder, I am un- 
doubtedly a ſheep ſtill; for it was never heard that 
a ſheep became a goat.” Such perſons do not ob- 
ſerve, that our Lord calls ſheep thoſe awho hear his 
voice, and goats thoſe who follow that of the tempter, 
Nor do they conſider that if Saul, a grievozs o 
breathing flaughter againſt Chriſt's ſheep, and makin 
havock of his little flock, _ in aſhorttime be CE 
2 t 
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both into a ſheep and a ſhepherd : David, an harm- a: 
leſs ſheep, could in as ſhort a time commence a goat C] 
with Bathſheba, and prove a wolf in ſheep's cloathing 15 
to her huſband. Ci 
Pardon me, honoured Sir, if to make my miſtaken 
brethren aſhamed. of their argument, I dedicate to dit 
them the following ſoliloquy, wherein I reaſon up- far 
on their own plan. * Thoſe very Jews whom the go 
+ baptiſt and our Lord call'd a brood of wipers, and /cr- ant 
« pents, were ſoon after compared to chickens, which el] 
« Chriſt wanted to gather as a hen does her brood. What hoes 
a wonderful change was here | The vipers became | 
« chickens ! Now as it was never heard that chickens chi 
© became vipers, I conclude that thoſe Jews, even to 
when they came about our Lord like at bulls if 66 
« Baſan, like ramping and roaring lions, were true EX( 
* chickens ſtill. And indeed why ſhould not they ma 
have been as true che dens, as David was a true. Ac yo 
© when he murdered Uriah? I abhor the doctrine ten 
* which maintains that a man may be a chick or a hay 
£ ſheep to-day, and a viper or a goat to-morrow.” nel 
But Fama littleembarraſs'd. If none go to hel! tio1 
© but goars, and none to heaven but hep, where roo 
* ſhall the chickens go? Where the æuolves in ſheep's wa 
« cloathing ? And in what limbus of heaven or hell you 
© ſhall we put that fox Herod, the dogs who return to pro 
© their vomit, and the ſtoine, before whom we mult to 
not caſt our pearls ? Are they all ſpecies of goats, or | tru 
«* ſome particular kind of ſheep ? vai 
My difficulces increaſe. The church is called a you 
dome, and Ephraim a /iily dove ? Shall the filly dove me! 
be admitted among the /heep Her caſe ſeems ra- ſibl 
ther doubtful. The hair of the ſpouſe in the can- the 
© ticles is likewiſe ſaid to be like a fock of goats, and lat! 
« Chriſt's ſhepherds are repreſented as feeding kids, or out 
young goats beſides their tents. I wonder if thoſe young vail 
goats became young ſheep, or it they were all Juſt 


* doom'd to continue reprobates! But what puzzles 
© me moſt, is that the Babylonians are in the ſame wo 
| | verſe Ep! 
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e verſe compar'd to lambs, rams, and goats: Were 
the mongrel elect, or mongrel reprobates, or {ome 
« of Eliſha Cole's /piritual monſters, in whom the ſis 
« rit had begotten a lump of dead fleſh ; 

I make this ridiculous foliloquy to ſhew the abſur- 
dity and danger of reſting weighty doctrines upon ſo 
{andy a foundation as the particular ſenſe which ſome 
good men give to a few gar wy: expreſſions ſtretch'd 
and abuſed on the rack of my countryman Calvin ; 
eſpecially ſuch expreſſions as theſe, a c//ld God, 4 
ſeep, a goat, and above all, the dead in ſin. | 

Upon this laſt expreſſion you ſeem, honoured Sir, 
chiefly to place the merit of your cauſe with reſpect 
to“ working for life ;” witneſs the following words: 
„% That we are to work for life is an aſſertion moſt 
exceedingly ſelt-contradictory, if it be a truth that 
man is dead in "rſpalſes and fins.” Had you given 
yourſelf the trouble of reading with any degree of at- 
tention the 42d page of the vindication, you would 
have ſeen your difficulty propos'd and folv'd ; Wit- 
nels the following words which conclude the ſolu- 
tion: In this ſcriptural view of free-grace, what 
room is there for the ridiculous cavil, that Mr. W. 
wants the dead to work for lite.“ Had I been in 
your place I confeſs, honoured Sir, I could not have 
produc'd that cavil again, without attempting at leaſt 
to wipe off the ridicule put upon it. I ſhould think 
truth has better weapons to defend herſelf than 2 
vail. I grant that the reverend Divine whoſe ſecond 
you are, has publickly caff a wail over all my argu- 
ments, under the name of ufa: but could you poſ- 
fibly think that his vail was thick enough to cover 
them from the eyes of unprejudiced readers, and pal- 
late your anſwering, or ſeeming to anſwer me with- 
out taking notice of my arguments? But if you caſt a 
vail over them, I ſhall now endeavour to do your's 
juſtice and clear the matter a little farther. 


I. Availing yourſelf of St. Paul's words to the 
Epheſtans and Coloſſians, You hath he quickened, <vho 
D 3 bee 
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were dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and you being dead in 

your fins hath he quickened together Toith Ein: you 
dwell upon the abſurdity of “ expecting living acti. 
ons from a dead corpſe,” or living works from a dead 
ſoul. - 

(t) I wonder at the partiality of ſome perſons, If 
we aſſert that ſtrong behevers are DEAD to fin, they 
tell us very properly that ſuch are not ſo dead but 
they may commit fin if they pleaſe, or if they are off 
their watch: But if we fay that many who are DEAD 
in fin, are not ſo dead but in the ſtrength imparted 
together with the light that enlightens every man, they 
may leave off ſome of their ſins if they pleaſe, we are 
exclaim*d againſt as uſing metaphyſical diſtinctions, 
and dead muit abſolutely mean impotent as a corp/e. 

(2) The word dead, &c. is frequently uſed in the 
ſcriptures to denote a particular degree of helpleſineſs 
and inactivity very ſhort of the total helpleſſneſs of a 
corpſe. We read of the PE ADNEss of Sarah's comb, 
and of Abraham's body being DEAD, and he mult be a 
{ſtrong Calviniſt indeed, who, from ſuch expreſſions, 
peremptorily aſſerts, that Sarah's DEAD <vomb was as 
unfit for conception, and Abraham's DE ap body tor ge- 
neration, as if they both had been ** pE AD corpſes.” 
Chriſt writes to the church of Sardis, I know thy 
works; thou haſt a name to liur, and art DEAD; but it 
is evident that dead as they were ſomething remained 
alivein them, tho? like the ſmoaking flax, it was rea- 
dy to die: Witneſs the words that follow, be catch, 
and flrengthen the things which remain, that are ready 10 
die. Now Sir, it the dead Sardians could ** work for 
lite,” by frengthening the things belonging to the 
Chriſtian which remained in them; is it modeſt to 
decide e cathedrà, that the dead Epheſians and Co- 
loſſians could not as well work tor life by frengthning 
the things that remained and vere ready to die under 
THEIR owN diſpenſation ? Is it not evident that a 
beam of the light of the world ſtill ſhone in their hearts, 
or that the Spirit ſtill rome auth them ? If they had 
abſolutely guench'd him, would he have helped them 
to believe ? And if they had not, was not there ſome- 

thing 
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thing of the light which enlightens every man remaining 
in them; with which they both could, and did work 
for lite, as well as the dead Sardians ? | 
(3.) The abſurdity of always meaſuring the mean- 
ing of the word dead by the idea of a dead corp/e, ap- 
ears from ſeveral other ſcriptures. St. Paul ſpeak- 
ing of one Who grows wanton againſt Chriſt, ſays, ſhe 
that liveth in pleaſure is DEAD while ſhe liveth, Now 
if this means that ſhe is entirely devoid of every de- 
gree of ſpiritual life, what becomes of Calviniſm? 
Suppoſe all that Jive in pleaſure are as dead to God as 
corpſes ; what became of the ever/afting life of Lot, 
when he lia, d in pleaſure with his daughters? Of 
David with Bathſheba, and Solomon with his idola- 
trous wives? When the ſame apoſtle obſerves to the 
Romans that their body was DEAD becauſe of fin, did 
he really mean they were already dead corpſes? And 
when he adds, n revived and I DIED, did Calvinian 
death really paſs upon him? Dead as he was, could 
not he complain like the dry bones, and aſk, <vho ſhall 
deliver me from this body of death? Again, when our 
Lord ſays to Martha, he that BELIEVETH i me, tho? 
he cbere DEAD yet ſhall he LIVE, does he not intimate 
that there is a «vor conſiſtent with the degree of 
death of which he ſpeaks? A believing out of death 
into life? A doing the work of God for life, yea for 
eternal life ? | | 
(4) From theſe and the like ſcriptures it is evident 
that there are different degrees of ſpiritual death, 
which you perpetually confound. (I.) Total death, 
or a full departure of the Holy Spirit. This paſs'd 
upon Adam, and all mankind in him, when he loſt 
God's moral image, fell into ſelfiſh nature, and was 
buried in fin, guilt, ſhame and horror. (2.) Death 
treely viſited with a ſeed of life in our fallen repre- 
ſentative, and of courſe in all his poſterity, during 
the day of their viſitation, (3.) Death oppreſſing 
this living ſeed, and holding it in unrighteonſucſs, 
which was the death of the Epheſians and Colofhans. 


(4+) 


( 44 ) 


(4) Death prevailing again over the living ſeed, after 
it had been powerfully quickened, and burying it in 
fin and wickedneſs. This was the death ot David 
during his apoſtacy, and is ſtill that of all who once 
believed, but now {ive iz Laodicean eaſe or Sardian 
pleaſure. And (5.) the death of confirmed apoſtates, 
who, by abſolutely guenching the ſpirit of life in Chriſt 
Feſus the 24 Adam, are fallen into the miſerable ſtate 
of nature and total helpleſſneſs in which the firſt 
Adam was, when God preached to him the goſpel 
of his quickening grace. Theſe are ſaid by St. — 
to be uice dead; dead by Adam's total apoſtacy from 
God, and dead by their own perſonal and final apuſ- 
racy from the Jight of the world. 


IT. The foundation of the Criſpian Babel is lite- 
rally laid in confuffon. When you have confounded 
all the degrees ot ſpiritual death, we may naturally 
expect to ſee you confound all the degrees of ſpiritual 
lite, which our Lord meant when he faid, 7 am come 
that they may have life, and that they may hate it more 
abundantly, ** All that are quickened, do you ſay, 
*« are pardoned and juſtified.” As if a man could 
not be qaickened to ſee his fins and reform, before he 
is guickened ſo to believe in Chriit as to receive the 
* and juſtification mentioned Col. ii, 13, and 

om. v, 1. 

It you read the ſeriptures without prejudice, you 
will ſee that there arc {everal degrees of ſpiritual life 
or quickening power. (.) The living /zght which 
ſhines in the darkneſs of every man, during the day of 
his viſitation. (2.) The life of the returning ſinner, 
whether he has always lived in open fin as the publi- 
can, or once walked in the ways of God as David, 
(3-) The life of the heathen, who like Cornelius fears 
God and works righteeuneſs according to his light, and 
is accepted in his diſpenſation. (g.) The lite of the 

ous jew, who like Samuel Har Ged from his youth. 

This degree of lite is far ſuperior to the preceding, 
being cheriſted by the traditions of the patriarch, 
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the books of the old teſtament, the ſacraments, prieſts, 
prophets, temple, ſabbaths, ſacrifices, and other 
means of grace belonging to the Jewiſh ceconomy, 
(F.) The lite of rhe teeble Chriſtian or diſeiple of John, 
who is baptized <vith water unto repentance for the remiſ- 


fron of ſins, and beheving in the Lamb of God imme- 


diately pointed out to him enjoys the bleflings of the 
primitive Chriſtians before the day of Penticoſt. And 
(6,) The ſtill more abundant lite, the life of the adult 
or perfect Chriſtian, 1mparted to him when the love 
of God, or power trom on high, is plentifully ſhed 
abroad iu his believing ſoul, on the \ that Chriſt 
baptizes him with the Holy Ghoft and with fire, to janc- 
tify him <vholly and ſeal him unto the day of redemption. 


III. When you have overlooked all the degrees 
of ſpiritual death and life, what wonder is it that you 
ſhould confound all the degrees of acceptance and di- 
vine favour, with which God bleſies the children of 
men. Permit me honored Sir to bring alſo this article 
of the Chriſtian faith out of the Calvinian tower of 
Babel, where it has too long been detaincd. 

(1.) J have already proved, that, in conſequence 
of the love of benevolence and pity, with which 
God loved thexvorld, and through the propitiation which 
Chriſt made for the fins of the whole <world, the f ee gift 
of an accepted time and a day of ſalvation came upon all 
men. In this ſenſe they are all accepted, and ſent to 
evork in the vineyard of their reſpective diſpenſations. 
This degree of acceptance, with the ſeed of light, 
life and power that accompanies it, is certainly pre- 
vious to any work; and in virtue of it infants and 


compleat idiots go to heaven, for of ſuch is the kingdom 


of God. As they are not capable of burying or improv- 
ing their talent of interior acceptance, they are ad- 
nutted with it to an inferior degree of glory. 

(2.) While many abandoned Heathens, and thoſe 
who follow their abominable ways bury their talent 
to the laſt, and loſe it together with the degree of 
acceptance, they once enjoyed ia or through the 

Beioved; 


r 
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Beloved; Tome, by improving it, are accepted in an 


higher manner, and like Cornelius receive tokens of 


increafing favour. The love of pity, and benevo, 
lence which God bore them, is now mixed with ſome 
love of complacence and delight. 

(3-) Faithful Jews, are thoſe. who are under their 
diſpenſation, improving a fuperior number of talents, 
are accepted in a ſuperior manner, and as a token of 
it they are made rulers over five cities, they partake of 
greater grace here, and greater glory hereafter, 

(4.) John the Baptiſt, and his diſciples, I mean, 
Chriſttans who have not yet been baptized with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and with fire, are yet more highly ac- 
cepred ; for John, and the ſouls who live up to the 
height of his diſpenſation, are great in the fight and 
tavour of the Lord, They exceed all thoſe who at- 
tain onl, to the perfeQtion of inferior ceconomies, 

(F.) But thoſe Chriſtians, who live in the king- 
dom of God, which was opened to believers on the 
day of pentecoſt, whoſe heart burns with his love, 
and flames with his glory, are accepted in a fill 
higher degree; for our Lord informs us, that great 
as John himſelf was, the leaſt in the kingdom of God is 

reater than he, and as a token of ſuperior acceptance 
e ſhall be made ruler over ten cities: he ſhall enter 
more deeply into the joy and glory of his Lord. 

Altho' concurrence with grace given, is zeceſary in 
order to theſe four laſt degrees of acceptance, none 
enjoys them but in and thro? the Zelowed; for as his 
blood is the meritorious ſpring of all our pardons, fo 
his Spirit is the inexhauſtable fountain of all our 
graces. Nor are we leſs indebted to him for power 
to be workers together with God in the great buſineſs ot 
our ſalvation, than for all the other wonders of his 
unmerited goodneſs and redeeming love. 

Let no body ſay that the doctrine of theſe degrees 
of acceptance is founded upon metaphyſical diſtinc- 
tions, and exceeds the capacity of ſimple Chriſtians; 
for a child ten years old underſtands that he may be 
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accepted to run a race, before he is accepted to re- 
ceive the prize; and that a man may be accepted 
a day labourer, and not as a /ervant; be as a feward, 
and not as a child, as a friend and not as a ſpouſe. All 
theſe degrees of acceptance are very diſtinct, and the 
confuſion of them evidently belongs to the Calvinian 
Babel. 3 

IV. As we have conſidered three of the walls of 
your tower; it will not be amiſs to caſt a look upon 
the tourth, which is the utterly contounding of the 
four degrees that make up a glorified ſaint's eterual 
juſtification. (I.) That which paſſes upon all infants 
univerſally, and is thus deſcribed by St. Paul, As by 
the offence of one judgment came upon ALL men to cou» 
demnation ; even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free 
gift came upon ALL men, unto preſent juſtification 
trom original fin, and future zu/tificatzon of life upon 
their repenting, and believing in the light, during the 
day of viſitation. In conſequence ot this degree ot 
juſtification we may, without impeaching the veracity 
of God, ſay to every creature, God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten ſon, to reconcile them unto 
himſelf, not imputing to them original fin unto eternal 
death, and blotting out their perſonal tranſgreſſions 
in the moment they believe auith the heart unto rigb- 
teouſneſs. | 

(2.) The juſtification conſequent upon ſuch believ- 
ing, is thus deſcribed by St. Paul. This blefling ot 
faith imputed for righteouſneſs ſhall be ours, if we believe 
on him that was raiſed from the dead for our juftifica- 
ion. — Me have believed in Jeſus Chrift ; that we might 
be 1UST1FIED by the faith of Chriſt, and not by the works 
of the laau.— Therefore being. JUSTIFIED by faith awe 
bave peace with God thro our Lord Feſus Chriſt, &c. 

(3-) The juſtification conſequent upon bringing 
forth the fruit of a lively faith in the truths that be- 
long to our diſpenſation ; this juſtification 1s thus 
mentioned by St, James. Rahab the harlot was juſti- 
fied by works Abraham our father <vas juftified by 
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evorks, Ye fee then how by works a man is jnſtified and 
zot by faith only. | 

And (4+) final juſtification is thus aſſerted by our 
Lord and St. Paul. JU: the day of judzment by thy 
qvords ſhalt thou be juſtified, and by thy evords Jhalt the, 
be condemned. Circumciſion and nncirenmeiſion avail 
wothing, but the Reeping of the commandments, for the 
doers of the Iaw ſhall be jaftified.* 

All theſe degrees of juſtification are equally merit 
by Chriſt, We do nothing in order to the ſirſt, be- 
cauſe it finds us in a ſtate of total death. Toward; 
che ſecond ve helieve by the power freely given us in 
the firſt, and by the additional help of Chriſt's word 
and the Spirit's agency, * We work by faith in order 
to the third. And eve continue believing in Chriſt and 
avorking together with God, as we have opportunity, 
in order to the fourth. . 

The preaching diſtinctly theſe four degrees of a 
elorified ſaint's eternal juſtification is attended with 
peculiar advantages. The firſt juſtification engages 
the ſinner's attention, encourages his hope, aud 
draws his heart by leve.—The jecond wounds the 
ſelf-righteous Phariſee, who works without believ- 
ing, while it binds up the heart of the returning pub- 
lican, who has no plea but God be mercifel to me a jin- 
ger. The third detects the hypocriſy and blaſts the 
vain hopes of all Antinomians, who inſtead of ſhew- 
ing their faith by their works, deny in works the Lord 

| that 
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Theſe four degrees of a glorified ſaint's eternal juſtification are 
mentioned in the preceding Checks, tho' not ſo diſtinctly as they 
are here. If treating of our preſent juſtification by faith, aad ot 
juitification by works in the day of judgment, I have called them 
our “ firit and ſecond juſtification,” it was not to exclude the 
other two, but to attack gradually reigning prejudice, and accomo- 
date myſelf to the language of my honored opponent, who called 
1 uſtification in the dayof judgment a ſecond juſtification, 1 ſhould have 
been more exact at firſt 3; but I was fo intent in demonſtrating the 
thing, that J did not think zhen cf contending for the molt proper 
name. Nor did I ſee then of what importance it is, to drag the 
monſter error out of the den of confir/fon in which he hides himicll, 


Ha 
wi 
be] 
hu 


Tiff 
thi 
all 
ale 
fart! 
aum 
van 
aud 
ft 
48 
par 
Pei. 
Gif] 
thei 
fol 
F 
{my 
19 j 
Orde 
unſe 


A 


zuſtiſi 


1d 


Our 
thy 
hou 
vai 
the 


ted 
be- 
ards 
9 in 
ord 
rder 
and 
uty, 


of a 
with 
ages 

and 
the 
liev- 
pub- 
a f1n- 
s the 
hew- 
I ord 

that 


— — 


jon are 
is they 
and of 
d them 
de the 
como- 
» called 
d have 
ing the 
proper 
rag the 
1mliclt. 


( 4 ) 
oat bouzht them, and put him to an pon ame. - And 
while the fourth makes even a Felix tremble, it cauſes 
believers to pals the time of their ſojourning here in 
humble tear and cheartul watchfulneſs. 

Tho? all theſe degrees of juſtification meet in glo- 
rifed ſaints, we offer violence to ſcripture if we 
thiok with Dr, Criſp that they are inſeparable. For 
all the wicked who gzench the convincing Spirit, aud 
ae finally giver i to a reprobate mind, tall from the 
fart, as well as Pharaoh. All who. receive tbe ſeed 
a70ag thorasy all who do not torgive their fellow ſer- 
vants, all who begin in the ſpirit and end in the fiet>, 
aud all who draw hack and become ons or daughters 
of perdition, by falling from the third, loſe the ſecond, 
az Hymcueus, Philetus, and Demas. And none 
partake of the fourth but thote who bear fruit unto 
perfection according to one or another of the divine 
diſpenſations; ſome producing irh fold like Hea- 
thens, ſome ſibisfuli like Jews, and ſome æn Hund ααν 
fold like Chriſtiaus. | 

From the whole it appears that altho' we can ab- 
ifutely do nothing towards our firſt juſtification, yet 
o fay that neither faith nor works are required i- 
order to the other three, is one of the boideit, mot! 
unſcriptural, and moſt dangerous aflertions in the 
world; which ſets atide the beſt halt of the ferip- 
tures, and lets gro's Antinomianiſm, come in {v!! 
tide upon the church, | 

fLiving thus taken a view of the confuſion in 
which Calvin and Crifp have laid the foundation oi 
their ſchemes, I return to the arguments bv whici 
you ſupport their miſtakes, ; | 


I, If you ſuppoſe, do you ſay, that there are ary 
conditional works before juſtification, theſe works 
{© mutt either be the works of one who is in a #a:c 
* Of nature, or in a ſtate of grace, either condemu- 
ed by the law or abſolved by the goſpel.” 

A new ſophiſm this! No works are previous to 
\uituication from original fin, and to the quickning - 
| , tight | 
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light which enlightcns every man that comes into the ævorld. 
And the works that a penitent does in order to the 
ſubſequent juſtifications, ſuch as cealing to do evil, 
learning to do well, repenting, believing, and per- 
ievering in obedient faith, are all done in a flate of 
initial, progreſſive, or perfected grace; not under 
the Adamic law which did not admit of repentance, 
but under the goſpel of Chriſt which ſays, Let the 
evicked forſake his way, and the unrightcons man his 
thoughts, and let him rcturn unto the J <vho «vill 
abundantly pardon his fins, cleanſe him from all unri, h- 
teauſneſ;, and even fill him <vith the fulngs of God, 


II. You proceed: if a man in a ſtate of nature 
does works in order to juſtification, they “ cannot 
4 pleaſe God becauſe he is in a ſtare ot utter enmily 
„ againſt him.” What Sir, do you think, that a 
man * in a ſtate of tr enmity againſt God“ will 
do any thing in order to recover his tavour ? Whey 
Adam was in that tate, did he ſo much as once als 
pardon ? If he had, would he not have gvidenced a 
delire of reconciliation, and conſequently a degree of 
apoſtacy ſhort of what you call 2 r enmity ? 


III. You quote ſcripture : “ He that does ſome- 
thing in order to juſtification cannot pleaſe God, be. 
cauſe he is alienated from the life of God, thro" the igno- 
rance that is in him, becauſe of the blindneſs of his heart.” 
An unhappy quotation this: tor the apoſtic did not 
ſpeak theſe words of thoſe honeſt Heathens who, in 
obedience to e light of the world, did ſomething in 
order to juſtification ; but of thoſe abandoned Pagan, 
who, as he obſerves in the next verie, being paſt fee 
ing, had given themſelves over unto laſciviouſneſs, to cori 
all uncleanneſs with greedineſs, Thus to prove that 
men have not a talent of to power cor the au of 
God, you produce men who have buried it, that they 
might ar all uncleanneſs without control, yea vi 
greedineſs. | | 

You would have avoided this miſtake, if you had 


£onſidered that the Heathens mentivned there by 8. 
Paul, 
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Paul, were of the ſtamp of thoſe whom he deſcribes, 
Rom. 1. and whom he repreſents as gie vp by God 
to a reprobated mind, BECAUSE avhen they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God, and did not like to retain 
binin their ænocultdge. Here we mayobſerve (that thoſe 
reprobate Heathens had once ſome 4noviedge of God, 
and of courſe ſome life; for this is eternal LIFE 10 
xxow God. (2.) That if they were given up, Ex- 
CAVSE they did not uſe that talent of divine knowwledze, 
it was not becauſe they were cternally and uncondi- 
tionally reprobated ; whence I beg leave to con- 
clude, that if eternal unconditional reprobation is a 
were chimera, fo is hkewiſe eternal unconditional 
election, | 
You might have objected with much more plauſi- 
bility, that cube the Fiphofranswwere iu the fleſh they evere 
without hote, without Chriſt, and without God in the 
world: And if you had, I would have replied that 
theſe wards cannot be taken in their full latitude, for 
the following reaſons, which appear to me unan- 
ſwerable. (1.) The Epheſians before their conver- 
fon were not totally aui t hope, but without 4 Gout 
hope. They probably had as preſumptuous a hope as 
David in Uriah's bed, or Agag when he thought the 
bitterneſs of death was paſt, (2.) They vere <u7t/+ 
ext Chriſ, juſt as a man who has buried his talent is 
without it, But as he may dig it up, and uſe it, ir 
he fees his folly in time; ſo could, and fo did the 
Epheſians. (3.) If they were in every ſenfe without 
Chrift, what becomes of the dectrine maintained in 
your fourth letter, that they were for ever and for 
ever compleat 7» Chriff ?” (4.) They were not en- 
tirely evithout God; for in him they lived, moved, and 
bad their Being; nor were they without him as abſo- 
lute reprobates, for they knew the day of their vi- 
tation before it was over, It remains then that they 
were <vithout God, as the prodigal fon was without 
his father, when he fed ſwine in the far country 3 and 
that they could and did return to their kearenly Fä- 
ther as well as he. 
E 2 IV. You 


1 


IV. You goon: © He who does ſomething in 
order to jutlification, not being gratted in Chriſt 
the true vine, cannot bring forth any good. truit ; 
be can do nothing at all.” I beg, Sir you would: 
produce one man, u ho has not fred the fin unto death, 
hat can abſolutely do nothing, that cannot ceaſe from 
one tin, and take up the practice of one duty. You 
will as toon find a ſaint in hell as ſuch a man upon 
earth, Even thoſe who in their oolantary Hun 
- tay perpetually, that they can donothing, * retute 

neir own doctrine by their very conſeſſtons; for he. 
who contelies his helpleſmeſs, undoubtedly does 
iomsthing, unleſs by ſome new rule in logie it can 
be d2muntirated, that conteflirg our impotence, and 
con.planing of cur miſery, is“ doing nothing.“ 

nen our Lord fays, Without me ze can do nothing, 
does he ſay. that we are totally without him? When 
he declares that zo man cometh unto him wileſs the Fa- 
ther draw him, does he infinuate that the Father docs 
not draw all ? or that he draws all irre{/fibly ? ar 
that thoſe who are drawn at one time may not drary 
back at any other? Is it right to preſs ſcripture into 
the ſervice of a ſyſtem, by ſtraining its meaning fo 
tar beyond the import of the words? 

Again, though a man way not be © grafted in 
Chrin“ according to the Jewiſh or Chriſtian ditpeu- 
fation ; may he not partake of his quickening tap, 
according to the more general diſpenſation of that 
Javing grace, which has apfcared to all men ? May 
not the branches in which that /aving grace apprar:, 
have ſome connexion with Chriſt the heavenly vine, 
and bring forth truit meet for repentance, as well as 
Job and his friends, Melchiſecec, Plato, the wile 
men, Cornelius, ſome of his ſoldiers, and many more 
who brought forth fruits according to their difpen- 
ſation 2 Does not the firſt general juitification'fo glatt 
all men in him, that if they bear not fruit during 
their accepted time, they are juſtly talen away, ff 
forth, and baried as barren branches ? 


V. You 
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V. Your knowledge of the ſcripture made you fore - 
ſee this anſwer, and to obviate it you ſay ; it you 
tell me that I miſtake, that although we muſt ceaſe 
6 from evil, repent, &c. yet you are far from ſup- 
„ poſing we can perform theſe things in our own 
„natural ſtrength, I aſk then, in whoſe ſtrength 
are they pertormed ? You ſay, in the ſtrength of 
„ Chriſt, and by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, ac- 
cording to theſe ſcriptures, I can do all things 
» through Chrift flrengthening me, being flrengthened 
abet might in the inner man.” | 

Permit me to tell you, honor-d Sir, that I do not 
admire your quoting ſcripture for me. You take 
eare to keep out of light the paſſages I have quoted, 
to produce thoſe which are foreign to the queſtion, 
To ſhew that even a ſinful Heathen may work for, 
as well as from life, I could never be ſo deſtitute ot 
common ſenſe as to urge the experience of St. Paul, 
a father in Chrift ; and that of the Epheſians, who 
were Chriſtians ſcaled unto the day of redemption. 

To do juſtice to free grace, inſtead of the above- 
mentioned improper ſcriptures, you ſhould have pro- 
duced thoſe which I have quoted in the vindication— 
Chriſt is the Light of the world, which enlizhtens carry 
man that conth into the world am come that they 
might hade life — Fe av'll not come unto me that ye might 
bawe life. The grace of God which brinzeth ſalvation 
bath appeared unto all men, God's ſpirit firives <with 
nat, even with thoſe who perith, He commands al! 
men every vere to repent ; nor does he deſire to reap 
where he has not ſown. 

VI. Such. ſcriptures as theſe would have been to 
the purpoſe ; but I excule your producing others ; for 
it theſe had appeared, you would have raifed more 
duſt in fix lines, than you could have laid in Go 
pages; and every attentive reader would have de- 
tected the fallacy of your grand argument: © as ſoon 
may we cabect living actions from a dead corpls ; 
light out of darkneſs; fight out of blindneſs ; jove 
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cout of enmity : wiſdom out of igncrance; fruit 
out of barrenneſs, &c. &c. &c. as look tor any 
one good work or thought from a ſoul who is ny.” 
in ſome degree) “ quickened by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and © who has not yet found favor with God:“ 0 
far at leaſt as to be bleſſed with a day of /ulvation, and 
to be a partaker of the free gift which 75 come upou 
all men. 

But, F pray, who is guilty of theſe abſurditics ? 
who expects living actions from a dead corpſe, &c. 
&c.? you or we? You who believe that the greateſl 
part of mankind are left as graceleſs as devils, as help- 
leſs as corpſes; and yet gravely go and preach to 
inem repentance and faith, tkreatening them with 
an aggravated damnation if they do not turn? Or we 
who believe that Chri/t by the grace of God taſted deat) 
Jor every man; and that his ſaving, quickening grace 
hath appeared unto all men? Who puts fooliſh ſpeeches 
in the mouth of the only wife God? You, who make 
im expoſtulate with fouls as dead as cor pſes, and ſay 
ve <v?!7 not come unto me that ye night have life ? Or 
we, who affert upon the teſtimony of the Holy 
Ghoft, that God, by <rorking in us both to will aud 
ro do, puts ns again in a capacity of gor eut our 
ſaluation <vith fear and trembling 7? Will not our impar- 
tial readers ſee that the abſurdity which you. try to 
{ix upon vs, falls at your own door; and, it your 
dectrine is true, at the door of the ſanctuary itielt * 


VII. You purſue: © it is moſt clear that every ſoul 
© who works in the ſtrength of Chriſt, and by the 
power cf the Holy Ghoſt, is already a pardoned 
and juſtified ſoul ; he already has everlafiing life.“ 
Here is ſome truth and ſome error; let us endeavcur 
to ſeparate them, Every foul who works in the 
itrength of Chriſt's preventing grace, and by his 
Hirit convincing the world of fin, is undoubtedly inte- 
1eſted in the firſt degree of juſtification : he is juſti- 
{el from the guilt of original fin, and from the guilt 
of his own actual fins; and it is abſurd to ſuppoſe he 


1: ullified in the day of judgment, when that day 3 


10 


11 
not vet come. He hath a feed of life, or elſe he 
could not work; but it is a doubt if this feed will 
take root; and in cafe it does, the heavenly plant of 
righteouſne!s may be choaked by the cares of the world, 
the deceitfulneſs of riches, or the diſtre of other things, 
and by that means fecome unfruittul, 

As many barbarous mothers deſtroy the fruit of 
their womb, either before cr after it comes to the 
birth; ſo many obſtinate ſinners obſtruct the growth 
of the ſpirii ual fed that bruijes the ſerpent's Head; and 
many flagrant apoſtates, in vho/e heart Chri/? was 
once formed, cruciſy him afreſh, and quench the ſp.rit 
of his grace, Hence the many miſcarriages and 
apoſtacies, for which Eliſha Coles is obliged to ac- 
count thus. There are“ monſters iu ſpirituals, in 
+ whom there is ſomething begorten in their wills, 
by the common ſtrivings and enlightenings of the 
{© Spirit, which attains to a kind of formality, but 
„ proves in the end a lump of dead eh.” Surely 
that great Calvinian divine was brought to a ſtrait 
when he thus fathered formalxy and dead :/5 upon 
ihe Holy Ghoſt, mb bs 


VIII. I follow you: “ therefore all talk of work- 
© ing tor life, and in order to find favor with God, is 
not leſs abſurd, than it yau were to ſuppoſe, that a 
© man could at the ſame moment be both condemned 
% andabfolved.” What, Sir! may not a man be juſtly 
condemned, and yet graciouſly reprieved? Nay, may 
not the judge give him an opportunity to make the 
beſt of his reprieve, in order to get a full pardon and 
a place at court? At Geneva we think that the abſur- 
dity does not conſiſt in aſſerting, but in denying it.— 
« Awake and fleep.” What, Sir, is it an abſurdity to 
think that a man may be in the ſame moment awake 
in one reſpect, and ae in another? Does not St. 


Paul ſay, let us awake ou of /icep ? But this is not all, 


even in Geneva people can be drow, that is, half 
awake and half 1. — Dead and alive.” 1 hope 
you will not fix the charge of abſurdity upon Chriſt; 


tor ſaying that a certain man craft BALF DEAD; K 
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of courſe half alive ; and for exhorting the people of 
Sardis who were dead, to ſtrengthen the things that re- 
mained and æuere reatly to die: nor yet upon dt. Paul, 
tor ſaying that the dead body oi Abraham begat Iſauc, 
* for ſpeaking ot a woman who vas dead 1vh1ile fhe 
ted. 

IX. You go on and ſay, that it is as abſurd to 
„talk of working for lite, as to aſlert that we can be 
* at the ſame time loved and hated of God,” But 
you forget, Sir, that there a thouſand degrees of 
love and hatred ; and that, in the ſcripture language, 
loving leſs is called hating : Jacob have I loved, and 
Eſau have I hated. Except a man hate his father, c. 
he cannot be my diſciple. Yea, and we can without 
abſurdity ſay, that we love the ſame perſon in one 
one reſpect, and hate her in another. I may love 
a woman as a neighbour, and yet loath her it I con- 
ſider her in the capacity of a wife. And what ab- 
ſurdity is there in afferting, that while the day of 
grace laſts, God loves, and yet hates an impenitent 
finner? He love him as his redeemed creature, yet 
hates him as his rebellious creature: or, in. other 
terms, he loves him with a love of benevolence; 
but has no more love of complacence tor him, than 
for the devil himſelf, 

X. You proceed: ** to talk of working for life is 
«© not leſs abſurd, than if you were to ſuppoſe, that 
* a man can be at the fame moment one with Chriſt 
« by his ſpirit dwelling in the heart, and yet not 
% have redemption, peace, and reconciliation by the 
„ blood of his croſs.“ Here is, if L miſtake not, the 
language of Babel. 

I. You confound the various degrees of redemption, 
Are not thouſands of ſouls redeemed by the 3/ood of 
Chriſt's croſs, who are not yet redeemed by the porver 
of his ſpirit ? May not every rebellious ſinner out ot 
hell ſay, God xEDptEMETH my life from deftrufion ? Is 
it not a degree of redemption to be kept out of the 
enjoying the good things of this life, and called to ſe- 
cure the bleſſings of the next? Did not Cain, Efav, 
Pharaoh, Saul, and Judas, the five great reqrobates, 
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as ſome account them, enjoy this degree of redemp- 
tion for many years? Have not believers an higher 
degree of REDEMPTION, emer the forgivent/5 of their 


fs? And do not they wait for the higheſt degree of 


it, even the REDEMPTION of their body, when the 
trump of God will ſound, and wake the dead? Rom. 
Ville 23. 

2. As you confound all the degrees of redemption, 
ſo you do all the degrees of the mani/tftarion of the 
Spirit. He viſits all, ſo as to fr ive <v/th and r: prove 
them as he did mankind in the days of Neah : bur 
this is Ko mark that their peace is made, and a firm 
reconciliaiion brought about; wi:neſs the deluge, 
which God ſent upon thoſe with whom his Spirit 
had particularly ſtriven 120 years in the days oft 
Noalt.—Again ſome have the ſpirit of bendage unto 


fear ; but this, far trom being a fign that they have 


full reconciliation, is a divine conſciouſneſs that they 
have it not. And others have had the fpirit of adop- 
tion, and after havipg begun in him fo grieve or 
quench him as to end in the fleſh. But in the cal- 
vinian Babel theſe ſcriptural, experimental aiſtinc- 
tions are exploded as metaphy lical, if not dreadfully 
heretical, ns 
XI. You proceed: “ you will not aſſert that a ſoul 
« who is quickened together wita Chritt, and in 
« whom the ſpirit of Jeſus dwells by his gracious in- 
« fluences can be in a ſtate of enmity with God:“ 
Still the ſame confounding of things which ſhould 
be carefully diſtinguiſhed! May not a finner „ be 
quickened” by the ſeed of life, and yet bold it in 
wirightrouſueſs May not a backflider crzcify Chrift 
afigh in „ the gracious influences of his ſpirit?“ 
And are not ſuch perſons „in a ſtate of enmity 
with God?“ But if by a „ ſoul quickened together 
* with Chriſt and in whom the ſpirit of Jeſus dwells,” 
you mean a believer compleatly bapt.zed cuith the 
Holy Ghoſt and with fire, in whom he that once vi- 
lited as a monitor now fully reſides as a comforter ; 
you 
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you are right, the enmity ceaſes, the carhal mind and 
body of fin are deſtroyed, and God in all in ali to that 
guft man made prrfett in love, 

XII. You add: „If a man is not in a fate of en- 
„% mity, then he muſt be in a ſtare of pardon and te- 
© conciliation.” ' What, Sir! Is there no medium 
between theſe extremes? There is, as ſurely as the 
morning dawn intervenes between midnight and 
noon-day, If the king ſays to ſome rebels, Lay 
down your arms, ſurrender, kiſs my fon, and you 
ſhall be pardoned ;”- the reconciliation on the king's 
part is undoubtedly begun. So far vas Cod 72: Cris 
reconciling the world wnto himfelf. But cun it be ſaid 
that the reconciliation is begun on the part of the e- 
bels, who have not yet laid down any of their arms? 
Does not the reconciliation gradually take glace as 
they gradually comply with the king's terms ? if they 
are long in coming to kiſs the king's ſon, is not their 
full reconciliation ſuſpended till they have fulfilled 
that laſt of the king's terms: And tho” the king made 
the overtures of the reconciliation, is there the leaſt 
abſurdity in ſaying that they ſurrender, and kiſs the 
ſon, in order to find reconciliation ? Nay is it either 
ſenſe or truth to aſſert, that they are abſolutely to do 


nothing towards it ? 


XIII. What you fay about the 1 3th article of our 
ehurch, is anſwered beforehand, Vind. page 58.— 
But what follows deferves ſome notice. When- 
« ever God puts forth his quickning power upon 
& a foul, it is in conſequence, of his having already 
* taken that foul in covenant with himſelf, and hav- 
e ing waſhed it white in the blood of the Lamb 
« flain.“ This is very true, if you ſpeak of the co- 
wenant of grace, which God made with our firſt pa- 
rent. and repreſentative after the fall: and of the 
waſhing of all mankind 2w/7e in the blood of the Lamb 
from the guilt of original fin, fo far as to remit the 
eternal puniſhment of it. But you are dreadfully 
miſtaken, it you underſtand it of the three ſubſe- 

quent 


( 59 ) 
quent degrees of juſtification and ſalvation which do 


not take place but as we wore them ow? <vith fear and 
tremoling, as God works in as both to will and to do 


of his good pleaſures 
XIV, In the next page you aſk ſome ſcriptural 


queitions, which I ſhall ſeripturally anſwer. What 
did the expiring thiet do?“ Some hours before he 
died he obeyed this precept, To day ¶ yuu vill hear his 
wo cc harden not your heart; he conteiied his fin, and 
bel:eved in Jelus. „What did Mary Magdalen 
do?” She forſook ker lovers and followed jetus into 
Simon's houſe. What Lydia?“ She woksüippED 
God, and reſorted where prayer was <vont to be made. 
& What the Philippian jailor ?” He ceaſed trom at- 
tempting ſelf- murder, and falling at the apoftle's feet, 
enquired avhbat he muff do to be ſaved, ——+* What the 
ſecpent- bitten Iſraelites?” They looked at the brazen 
ſerpent. «© What Paul himſelf ?” For this cauſe [ 
obtained mercy, ſays he, becauſe I did it ignorantly in 
zabelief, 1 Pim. i. 1 3. But this was not all, for he 
continued praying three days and three nights; and when 
Ananias came to him, he z@rried no longer, but 
aroſe and æuꝗſbed away his Sins, calling on the name of the 


 Lord.——+* What did the Corinthians do?“ They 


heard and believed, Acts. viii. $.——* And what the 
Epheſians?“ "They trufted in Chriſt after that they 
heard the auord of truth, Eph. i. 1 3. 


XV. In the next paragraph {page 6, line 28.) 
you gravely propoſe the very objection which I 
have anſwered, Vind. page 38, without taking the 
leaſt notice ot my anſwer. And in the next page 
you advance one of Dr. Criſp's paradoxes. ** ber- 
ever God puts forth his power upon a foul (and he does ſo 
whenever he viſits, it with even a touch of prevent- 
ing grace) pardon and reconciliation are already obtained 

by /uch an one, He ſhall never come into condemuation. 
Young penitents, beware! If you admit this te- 
net, you will probably ſtay in the far country, vain- 
ly tancying you are in your Father's houſe, becauſe 
you 
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You have felt a deſire to be there, Upon this ſcheme 
of doctrine, Lot's wite might have fat down at the 
gate of Sodom, concluding” that becauſe the ange!; 
had taken her by the hand, ſhe was already in Zour, 
A dangerous deluſion this, againſt which our Lord 
himſelt cautions us by crying aloud, REMEM3uz 
. 

I would take the liberty to expoſtulate with you 
honoured vir, about this paradox, if I had not ſome 
hope, that it is rather owing to the printer's miſtake 
than your own. It you wrote in your manuſeript 
pardon is already obtained rox, not BY, fuch an oe, 
we are agreed; for “ Chriſt made upon the cro{s a 
ſufficient ſacrifice and ſatisfaction for. the fins of the 
whole world.“ But what he procured For us is not 
obtained BY us, till the holy Ghoſt makes the applica- 
tion by faith. It I had a mind, fſa:d the Rev, Mr, 
Whitefield, to hinder the-progre!s of the goſpel, 
and to eſtabliſh the kingdom of darkneſs, I would go 
about telling people, they might have the ſpirit of 
God and yet not feel it;” or, which is much the ſame 
that the pardon which Chriſt procured for them, is 
already obtained, by them, whether they enjoy a 
ſenſe of it or not. 


XVI. In the next paragraph, page 7, (who could 
believe it!) you come fully into Mr. W's doctrine 
of „doing ſomething, in order to obtain juſtifica- 
tion.” You was reminded (Vind. page 48. that“ St. 
Paul and Mr. W. generally mean by jutification, 
that wonderful tranſaction of the Spirit of God in 
« a returning prodigal's conſcience, by which the 
« forgiveneſs of his fins is proclaimed to him thro' 
„ the blood of ſprinkling,” Nevertheleſs, ſpeaking 
of the /#n/e of pardon, and the te?ifying of it to a fin- 
ue conſcience, you grant that this knowledge of our in- 
tereft in Chrift, (this experienced juſtification) 7s cer- 
tainly to be ſonght in the uſe of all appointed means; <e are 
70 ſoek that we may find, to aſk that cue may have, to knoct 
that it may be opened unto us. In this ſenſe, (the = 
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ſenſe we generally fix to the word juſtification) all the 
texts you hawe brought to prove that man is to do ſome- 
thing in order to obtain j uſtification and to find favor 
with God, admit of an EASY SOLUTION.” That is, 
in plain Engliſh, eafily demonſtrate the truth of Mr. 
W's. propoſition, which has been fo loudly exclaimed 
_ as dreadfully heretical. | 

O prejudice, thou miſchievous brother of diſcord, 
why didit thou caſt thy black vail in June, and the 
following months, over the EASY $0LUTION which 
has been found out in December? And what a pity 
is it, dear Sir, you did not fee this /olution before 
you had attempted to expoſe our grey-headed Eliſha, 
by the publication of that weak and trifling dialogue 
with the Popiſh friar at Paris! ; 


XVII. The next page, the 8th, is already an- 
ſwered, Vind. page 5% &c. and the gth page is an- 
ſwered in the ſecond check, page 22, in the note 
upon the Verſifier's performance, 

Page 10, After ſhewing that you confound the 
atonement with the application of it, the work of 
Chriſt with that of the Holy Ghoſt, you produce 
one of my arguments, (the firſt you have attempted 
to refute,) to prove that we muſt do ſomething in 
order to juſtification ; I had aſſerted that we muſt be- 
lieve, faith being previous to juſtification, You ſay, 
deny the aſſertion. Do you indeed, honored Sir! 
Upon what ground? „ the Holy Ghoſt teaches, ſay 
you, that all who believe ARE juſtified.” And does 
this prove the point? The king ſays to a deſerter, Bow 
to my Son, and thou ſhalt not be hot. Bow to the 
prince, adds an officer; all who bow to him ARE 
pardoned. Mult the ſoldier conclude rom the words 
ARE pardoned, then the pardon 1s previous tothe bow? 
Again, You are ſick, and your phyſician ſays, Take 
this medicine ; all who take it ARE cared. Very well, 
anſwers your nurſe, you need not then diftreſs and 
ſerplex my Maſter, by making him take your reme- 


| dy. The taking of it cannot poſſibly be previous to 


us recovery, for you ſay, all who take it ARE cured, 
This 
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Tbis is juſt ſuch another argument as that of my 


honored triend. O Sir, how totiering is that ſyſtem, 
which even ſuch a writer as yourſelf cannot prop up, 
without putting ſo forced a conſtruftion upon the 
apoſtle's words, All that bel ewe ARE juſtified ! 

Now we have ſeen upon what ſcriptural ground 
you . maintain, that believing cannot be previous 
ro juſtification, permit me, honored Sir, to quote 
ſome of the many ſcriptures which induce us to be- 
lieve juſt the reverſe. BELIEVE in the Lord Feins 
Chrift and thou ſhalt be ſaved—that is, in the loweſt 
ſenſe of the word, Hout be juſtified; for God jufti- 
fes the ungodly that BELIEVE in Feſus.—We have hE- 
LIEVED ia Feſus Chrift, that aue might be juſtify" d by 
the FAITH of Chriſt--Whom he hath ſet forth to be a 
propitiation, thro” FAITH in his blood, for the re iſſon, 
of ſins that are paſt, As Moſes lifted up the ſerpent 
even ſo muſt the Son of man be lifted up, that ruh. ſocwer 
BELIEVETH in him ſhould not periſh, ſhould be par- 
doned, &c. Faith fhall be imputed to us for righ- 
teouſurſ, if ve BELIEVE on him who raiſed up F. ſus. 
Being therefore juſtified by FA1Ta ave have peace 
evith God. Without FA1TH it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God, He that BELIEVETH Nor, far from being 
juſtified, as is infinuated, Hall be damned, the wwrat5 
of God abideth on him, he is CONDEMNED ALREADY, 

ohn iii. 28. Light cannot be more oppoſite to dark- 
neſs, than this doctrine of Chriſt to that which my 
honored friend thinks it his duty to patronize. 


XVIIT. When you have endeavoured to defend 
your ſentiment from ſcripture, you attempt to do it 
from reaſon. Faith, ſay you, can no more ſubfift with- 
out its object, than there can be a marriage without the 
huſband. This is as proper an argument as you could 
advance, had'you intended to Ae the doctrine 
you ſeem ſtudious to defend, for it is evident that a 


woman muſt be married, before ſhe can have an hul- 


band. So ſure then as marriage is previous to hav- 
7 | ing 


Wer 


ing an huſband, faith is previous to receiving Chriſt ; 
tor we receive him by faith. John 1. 12, 

However, from this extraordinary argument, yau 
. conclude that the doctrine of believing before juſtification is 
not leſs contrary to reaſon than it is to ſcripture ; but I 
flatter myſelf that my judicious readers will draw a 
concluſion diame: rically oppoſite, 


XIX. A quotation from St. Auguſtin appears next, 
and ſecures the ruin of your ſcheme. For if faith is 
compared to à /antrn, and Chriſt to the light in the 
lantern, common ſenſe tells us, we mult have the lan- 
tern before we can receive the candle which 1s to give 
us light. Or, in other words, we muſt have faith bc 
fore we can receive Chriſt ; for you very juſtly ob- 
ſerve, that faith receiveth Chriſt who is the true light. 


XX, St, Auguſtin's lantern makes way for the 
witticiſm with which you conclude your ſecond epiſ- 
ile. No letters ſays my honoured friend, were ſent 
„ thro' the various provinces againſt old Mordecai 
for ſuppoſing that the woman, Luke 15, lights a 
„candle, &c. in order to find her loſt piece; but 
© becauſe he inſiſts upon it, that the piece lights the 
candle, ſweeps the houſe, and ſearches diligently 
ein order to find the woman.” Permit me to aſk 
dear Sir, whether your wit here has not for a mo- 
ment got the ſtart of your judgment? I introduced 
the auoman ſeeking the picce ſhe had loft, merely to ſhow 
that it is neither an hereſy, nor an ablurdity to 
6 ſeek ſomething in order to find it:“ and that in- 
ſtance proved my point full as well, as if I had fixed 
upon Saul ſeeking his Father's aſſes, or Jacob ſecking his 
brethren in Dothan. | 

If it is as great an abſurdity to ſay, that finners are 
to /eek the Lord, as it is to ſay that a piece ſeeks the 
woman who has loſt it; let me tell you, dear Sir, 
that Mr. W. has the good fortune to be countenanc- 
ed in his folly, firſt by yourſelf, who tell us, page 7, 
that the knowledge o Chriſt and our intereſt in him 
is certainly to be ſoughtin a uſe of allthe appointed means * 
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And fecondly by Iſaiah, who fays ſc ye the Tor 
abbile he may be found: by St, Paul, who tells the 
Athenians that all natious of men are to /tek the Lord; 

and by Chriſt himſelf who ſays, ey that ſock me early 

ſhall find me—feck that you may find &c. 


T leave you to judge, honoured Sir, whether it 
was worth your while to impeach Mr. W's good 
ſenſe not only by reflecting upon your oxvn, but by in- 
evitably involving Iſaiah, St. Paul, and our Lord 
himſelt in the ridicule caſt upon my vindicated 
friend! For the ſame finner, who is repreſented by 
the loft picce, is a few verſes before repreſented by 
the loft /on : and you know Jeſus Chriſt tells us that 
he came trom far to. ſeek his Father's pardon and 
aſſiſtance. You begin your 


FEISS LET TLINE 

By ſaying, how God may deal with the Heathen 
world, is not for us to pry into.” But we may be- 
leve what God has revealed. If the Holy Ghoſt 
declares, that in every nation he that feareth God, and 
evorketh righteouſneſs, ts —_— of him, we may credit 
what he ſays, without © being wife above what is 
written.“ 

If you cannot ſet aſide that apoſtolic part of die 
minutes, you try however to preſs it into the ſervice 
of your doctrine. ** There is, ſay you, a material 


difference between ſaying, He that feareth God and 


wworketh righteonſneſs is accepted, and SHALL BE ac- 
cepted,” and becauſe ** the verb is in the preſent 
tenſe,” you conelude, there is no need of fearing God 


or working righteouſneſs, in order to find acceptance, 


This is exactly ſuch another argument as that which 
T juſt now refuted, ** vze need not believe in order 
to be jultified, becauſe it is ſaid, all that believe ARE 
juftified, and not sHALL RE juftified.” You can no 
more prove by the one, that Cornelius provoking 
God and working unrighteouſneſs, was accepted of 
him; than by the other that unbelievers ARE ju/{i- 
Fea, becauſe it is ſaid that believers are ſo. : 
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A ſimilar inſtance may convince you of it. A1 
run, ſays St. Paul, but one receiveth the prizes I who 
am a ſtranger to refinements, 1mmediately conclude 
from thoſe words, that running is previous to the re- 
ceiving of the prize, and in order to it. No, ſays a 
friend, „there is a material difference be tauten ſaying, 
one RECELVETH the prize, and one SHALL RECEIVE 
the prizes The verb is in the preſent tenſe, and therefore 
the plain ſenſe of the paſſage is (not that by running he 
does any thing to receive the prize, but) that he who runs 
1s poſſeſſed of the priae, and proves himſelf to be ſo. 
Candid reader, if ſuch an argument proſelytes thee 
to Dr. Criſp's doctrine, I ſhall ſuſpect there is no 
ſmall difference between Engliſh and Suiffe reaſon, 


However to make up the weight of your argu- 
ment you add, „Cornelius was a choſen veſſel.“ 
True, for God hath choſen to himſelf the man that is 
GODLY ; and ſuch was Cornelius; a devout man, ſays 
St. Luke, and one that frared God with all his houſe. 
But if my honoured opponent ſpeaks of an election, 
which drags after it the horrors of abſolute reproba- 
tion, and hangs the mill-ſtone of #»avoidable damna- 
tion about the neck of millions of our fellow-crea- 
tures, I muſt call for proof. f 

Till it comes, I follow yeu in your obſervations 
upon the merit or rewardableneſs of good works. 
Moſt of them are anſwered Vind. page 74, &c. and 
2d check page 43. The reſt I anſwer thus. 


(1.) If you donot believe Mr. Henry when he 
aſſures us David ſpeaks oF HIMSELF, the Lord re- 
warded me according to my righteouſneſs, Sc. Pf. 18, 
believe at leaſt the ſacred hiſtorian, who confirms 
7 aſſertion, ii. Sam. 22. and conſider the very title 
of the Pſalm, David ſpale unto the Lord the avords of 
this ſong, in the day that the Lord delivered him from the 
hand of his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. 

(2.) But „ when David ſpeaks in his on perſon, 
his language is very different.” Enter not into judg- 
ment with thy ſervant, * he, for in thy fight ſhall no 
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man living be juſtified, The pſalmiſt does not here 
contradict what he ſays of the rewardableneſs of 
good works, Pſ. 18. He only appeals from the lazy 
of innocence to the law of grace, and only diſclaims all 
merit in point of juſtification and ſalvation, a thing 
which Mr. W. takes care to do when he ſays, even 
in the minutes, not by the merit of works,” but 
by believing in Chriſt,” 


(3.) My honored correſpondent aſæs next, where 
is the man who has the witneſs of having done what 


God commanded? I anſwer, every one has who 


avalks in the light as God is in the light,. and can ſay 
with St. John, beloved, our heart condemn us not, 
then hade as confidence towards God; and whatſoever 
ave aſk we receive of him, BECAUSE we keep his com- 
mandments, and do thoſe things which are pleafing in bil 
bl. 


(4. ) But Biſhop Beveridge ſpoke juſt the reverſe : 
for he ſaid in his Private Thoughts ** I fin in my beſt 
duties, &c.” That may be; for he was but a young 
convert when he wrote his Private Thoughts. I 
hope, before he died he enjoyed more goſpel li- 
berty. But whether he did or not, we appeal from 
HIS private thoughts to the above-mentioned public 
declaration and evangelical experience of St. Johx. 


(F.) If many Roman Catholics do not aſcribe 
merit to mere external performances,” I have 
* done them great injuftice ; *” and to repair that 
wrong, I declare my full approbation of the excel- 
tent paſſage upon merit which you quote in French 
ſrom the works of the biſhop of Meaux. I ſay i 
French, becauſe your Engliſh tranflation repreſents 
him as looking on all opinion of merit as preſump- 
tuous, Whereas he blames only Þ opinion d' un 
merite prèſomptueux, the doctrine of a preſumptuous 
merit—of a merit which is not at all derived from 
Chriſt, and does not terminate in the glory of his 
grace, | 


The 


9 
The dying challenge ef Alex. Seton is anſwered in 


the 2d Check, iſt Letter. As to your quotation 
from biſhop- Cooper, it does as little credit to his lear- 


#ing, as to his charity ; for St. Auguſtine, who had 


no more ** the ſpirit of Antichriſt“ than the biſhop 
himſelt, uſes perpetually the word merit, in ſpeaking 
of man and his works. 


Let us now ſee how you * ſplit the hair,“ that is, 
fix the difference there is, between being rewarded 
according to our works, F BECAUSE of our works, and 


ſecundum merita operum, according to the merit or re- 


wardablene/s which Chriſt gives to our works. The 
« difference ſay you, by no means depends upon the 
“ ſplitting of an hair; thoſe expreſſions are as wide 
« as eaſt from weſt.” Are they indeed! Then it 
muſt be the ef and the ue of the map of the 
world, which meet in one common line upon the 
globe. This will appear if we conſider the manner 

in which you untie the Gordian knot. 
© Good works, ſay you, are rewarded becauſe God 
„of his own mere favour, rich grace, and unde- 
&« ſerved bounty has promiſed that he will freely 
« give ſuch rewards to thoſe whom he has choſen in 
„ his dear Son.” Now, Sir, ſimplify this ſentence, 
and you tell us juſt that good works are rewarded 
becauſe God freely promiſed to reward them.“ | 
And is this the eat of my honoured opponent's 
orthodoxy ? Surprizing ! It juſt meets the weſt of 
popiſh heterodoxy. You know Sir, that Thomas 
Aquinas and Scotus are as great divines among the 
Romaniſts, as Calvin and Luther among the Proteſ- 
tants: and in flying from Mr. Weſley you are juſt 
gone over to Scotus and Baxter; for Scotus and 
Clara his diſciple maintain, that if God gives rewards 
to the godly, oz oritur obligatio ex nature aclus, ſed 
EX, 


* See 1 John iii. 22, and Vind. page 70. You have no right 
to throw out this middle term, till you have proved that my 
quotations are falſe. 
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ex ſuppaſtione decreti & promiſſi, the obligation dies no; 
ariſe from the nature of the action rewa» ded but from the 
decree and free promiſe of the rewarder, Though /o 
much be given in ſcripture to good works, ſays the coun- 
eil of Trent, yet far be it from a chriftian to glory in 
himſelf, and not in the Lord, whoſe goodneſs is jo great 
to all men, that he wills thoſe things to be THEIR Mg- 
RITS, which are HIS GIFTS. Can. 16 de Juſtif. 

Moſt Proteflants, ſays Baxter, ab L take merit to fiy- 
nify ſomething which profiteth God, aud al ich is our 
own, and not his G1FT and GRACE, but they are mi/- 
taken. | 

Some however are more candid ; Bucer ſays, fy 
MER1TING the holy fathers and others mean nothing but 
to do in faith, by the grace of God, good works which 
the Lord has PROMISED to reward, in this ſenſe (which 
is that Scotus, Baxter, and Mr. W. fix to merit) abe 
Hall iu no wiſe condemn that word, 

Hence it is, that whole congregations of real pro- 
teſtants have not ſcrupled at times to uſe the word 
WE MERIT in their humbleſt addrefles to the throne 
of grace, © Congregations of real Proteſtants ! ſays 
my honored friend, Popery is about midway between 

Protęſfantiſin and ſuch worſhippers. Who are they!“ 
I anſwer, they are the orthodox, oppoſers of the 
minutes, the truly honorable the Counteſs of Hunt- 
ingdon, the Rev. Mr. Shirley, the Rev. Mr. Madan, 
and all the congregations that uſe their hymns ; for 
they all agree to ſing, | 


„% Thou haſt the righteouſneſs ſupply d 
By which we MERIT heaven.“ 


See Lady Huntingdon's Hymns: Briſtol edition, p, 
99, and the Rev. Mr. Madan's collection which you 
requently uſe, hymn 2g, page 27, laſt ſtanza. 

Come then, dear Sir, while Mr. M. ſhakes hands 

with his venerable father Mr, W. permit the vindi- 

cator of the minutes to. do. the ſame with the author 
of Pietas Oxonienſis, and Jet us lovingly follow 
| Scotus 
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Scotus and Baxter ſinging, Chrift bath the righteouſ- 
neſs ſugply'd by which WE MERIT heaven, | 

If you ſay, True, but it is of God's own mere fa- 
wour, rich grace, and undeſerved bounty in his dear Sou; 
I anſwer, We are agreed, and beforehand I ſubſcribe 
an hundred ſuch clauſes, being fully perſwaded of the 
truth of Mr. W's propoſition when explained accor- 
ding to the analogy of faith, “ There is no original 
merit but in the blood and obedience of Crit; and no 
derived merit, or if you diſlike that word out ot the 
Lock-chapel) no derived rewvardablene/s, but that 
which we are ſupplied with thro? the Spirit of Chriſt 
and the blood ot his croſs :* If Mr. W. meant any 
more by the ſaying you have quoted, he will permit 
me to uſe his own words, and fay that he «leaned 
too much toward Calviniſm,” 


I cannot better cloſe the ſubje& of merit, and re- 
quite your quotation from Dr, Willet, than by tranſ- 
eribing a third paflage from the pious and judicious 
Mr. Baxter. 

We are agreed on the negative: (t.) That no 
© man or angel can merit of God in proper com- 
© mutative juſtice, giving him ſomewhat for his be- 
« nefits that ſhall profit him, or to which he had no 
© abſolute right. (2) No man can merit any thing 
+ of God upon the terms of the law of innocency, 
* (but puniſhment) (3) Nor can he merit any thiy 
+ of God by the law of grace, unleſs it be fippoled 
* firſt to be a free gift, and merited by Chriſt.” | 

And affirmatively we are, I think, agreed (1) 
© That God governs us by a /aw of grace which hath 
a promiſe, and gives by way of reward. (2) That 
© God calls it Yu juſtice to reward men according to 
© his law of grace, Heb. xi, 6. 2 Tim. iv, 8. (3) 
© That this ſuppoſes, that ſuch works as God rewards 
have a moral aptitude for that reward, which chiet- 
* ly conſiſts in theſe things, that they ſpring from the 
Spirit of God, that their faultineſs is pardoned 
© thro* the blood and merits of Chriſt, that _— 
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done in love and to the glory of God, and that they 
are preſented to God by Jeſus Chriſt, (4) That 
this moral aptitude is called in ſcripture 2-19, that 
is, ns he or merit; fo that thus far <vor/h;ng/; 
or merit is a ſcripture phraſe. And (g.) that this 
worthineſs or merit is only in point of paternal, 70. 
werning juſtice, according to the law of grace, or. 
dering that which in itſelf is a free gift meriied by 
(brit. 

2 fr orthodox Chriſtians hold the fore-deſcrihed 
doctrine of merit in ee, tho? not in word : for 
they that deny merit, confeſs the rewardableneys of 
our obedience, and acknowledge that the ſcripture 
uſeth the term æworthy, and that “O and 2Z1z 
may be tranſlated, meriting and merit, as well az 
avorthy and wworthineſ5, This is the ſame thing, in 
other words, which the ancient Chriſtians meant 
by merit, When godly perſons earneſtly extol ho- 
lineſs, ſaying that the righteous is more excellent than 
his net nw. and yet deny all merit, reviling all that 
aſſert it, they do but ſhew that they underſtand not 
the word, and think others alſo miſunderſtand it; 
and ſo we are reproaching one another, where we 
are agreed and know it not: like the woman who 
turned away her ſervant upon the controverſy, 
Whether the houſe ſhould be ſwept with a be/on or 
with a broom.” | "55 

* The partial teachers are the cauſe of this, while 
inftead of opening the doctrine, and ſhewing in 
what ſenſe we have or have not any «vorthineſs or 
merit, they without diſtinction cry down merit, and 
reproach thoſe that do otherwiſe. And it they 
do but ſay ! Such a man, ſpeaks for merit and fre 
aul, that they ſufficiently rendered him odious to 
their followers, when yet all ſober Chriſtians in all 
ages have been for merit and free will in a ſound 
ſenſe. And is not this to be adverſaries to truth, 


and love, and peace ?” 

I formerly thought, that tho' we agree in the 

thing, it is beſt to omit the name, becauſe the Papils 
have 


moſt 
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© have abuſed it; and I think fo ſtill in ſuch compa - 
nies, where the ule of it not underſtood will ſcan- 
dalize men, and do more harm than good, But 
in other caſes, I ow think it better to keep the 
word (1.) leſt we ſeem to the ignorant to be of 
another religion than * all the ancient churches 
were.“ (2.) Leſt we harden the Papiſts, Greeks 
and others, by denying ſound dectrine in terms, 
Which they will think we deny in /enſe. And (3.) 
Becauſe our penury of words is ſuch, that tor m 
part I remember no other word ſo fit to fubſtitute 
inſtead of merit, deſert or æuorthineſ. The word 
rewardablene/ſs is long and harſh. But it is no- 
thing elſe that we mean.” Baxter's end of dotirinal 
controverſies, page 294, 

I am glad that my honored opponent, in the be- 
ginning of his 
FOURTH LE FT LS 
does Mr. W. the jultice to“ admit of the explana- 
tion I have “ given of ” that miſunderitood aſſertion, 
« All who are convinced of fin undervalue them- 
ſelves. Had you done otherwiſe, Sir, you would 
have ſhewn judgment without mercy. Nevertheleſs, 
you {till think that explanatien forced; while many 
believe it not only natural, and agreeable to Mr. W's, 
whole plan of doctrine, but ſo ſolid that no argu- 
ments can overthrow it. If you turn to the ſecond 
check, page 44, you will ſee more clearly, that you 
do Mr. W. no favor in “ diſmiſſing this article of the 
minutes.“ | 
But you prepare to attack the next with the ut- 
moſt vigor. A part of the minutes which you efteem moſt 
contrary to ſoumd dofrine is, ſay you, that We are 
every 
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It is a great advantage tothe Papiſt, ſays our judicious author, 
that many Proteſtants wholly diſclaim the word merit, and ſimply 
deny the merit of goſpel-obedience. For hereupon the teachers 
inew their ſcholars, that all the fathers ſpeak for merit, and to 
tell them, that the Proteſtant doctrine is new and heretical, as be- 
1:7 Contrary to all the ancient doctors: and when their ſcholars ſee 
Vith their eyes, no wonder if they believe it, to our diſhonous. 
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every hour and every moment pleaſing or diſpleaſing 
to God according to the whole of our inward tempers 
and outward behaviour, &c.“ And it is, I own, dia- 
metrically oppoſite to the tavorite ſentiment which 
you thus expteſs, Tho' I believe that David's s1x 
« diſpleafed the Lord, muſt I theretore believe that 
% David's PERSON was under the curſe of the law?“ 
(I ſuppoſe you mean under God's diſpleaſure, tor ot this 
Mr. W. ſpeaks, nor does he mention the care of the 
law in all the minutes) You boldly anſwer, ** Surely 
% no,—Like Ephraim he was ſtill a pleaſant child: 
% tho' he went on frowardly” in adultery and murder, 
he did not-loſe the character of the man after God's 
„% own heart,” My dear Sir, you might as well 
have advanced at once that unguarded propoſition of 
Dr. Criſp. God does no longer ſtand diſpleaſed, 
© tho? a believer de fin often: no fin can poſſibly 
& do him any hurt.“ Is this what you call “ found 
& doctrine?” And is that the wwor/? part of the minutes, 
which oppoſes ſuch a dangerous tenet ? Then how 
excellent muſt the other parts be! Indeed, Sir, their 
vindicator could ſay nothing 8 to demonſtrate 
their ſoundneſs, ſeaſonableneſs and importance. But 
let us conſider your arguments; and that with ſuch 
care, as the importance of the ſubject requires. 


I. David's sI x diſpleaſed the Lord,” but not ** his 
PERSON.” This is what you muſt mean it you op- 
poſe Mr. W's. propoſition. I like your ſhitting the 
terms; it is a ſign you are a little aſhamed the 
world ſhould fee the good Doctor's ſcheme without 
ſome covering. Erubuifli, ſalva res off. (I.) Your 
intimation that the Lord was not diſpleas'd at David's 
PERSON, bears hard upon the equity and veracity ot 
God. David commits adultery and murder in Jeru— 
ſalem, and Claudius in Rome. God ſees them, and 
ſays agreeably to your ſcheme. *© "They are both guil- 
be 8 of the ſame crimes, and both impenitent : but 

© David is a Jew, an elect, a ſheep, and therefore, 
* tho! he ſins againſt zex times more light 8 
ther, 
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© other, I am not at all diſpleaſed at him. But Claus 
« dius is an Heathen, a reprobate, a goat, and my 
© anger ſmokes againit him; he ſhall turely die.'— 
It this is God's method, how can he make the foi- 
lowing appeal! O hoxje of Hraclare not MY ways equal 7 
Are not YOUR ways unequal ?-——T he foul that finneth it 
ſhall dic: æuliergfore turn yes Why cuil ye dic, O houje of 
/jrael? See Ez. xviii. and 2d check, page 69. 

(2.) Vour diſtinction is overthrown by ſcripture; 
for we read Gen. xxxvill. 10, that The thing <vhich 
Oran did dijpleaſed the Lord. True, might you fay 
upon your ſcheme, this is the very thing J aſlert; 
this mode of ſpeech ſhews that God was angry at 
Onan's iin, and not at his fer/on.”—But this would 
be a great miſtake, honored Sir; for the ſacred hiſ- 
torian adds immediately, Wherefore God flew him aljs : 
He ſhewed his heavy diſpleaſure at his pen by pu- 
niſhing him with death, as well as his brother Er, 
who <vas wicked iu the fight of the Lord. 

(3.) But if you will not believe Mr. W. when he 
ceclares that God is diſpleaſed at the of the 
righteous, the moment they do thoſe / which 
diſpleaſe him, believe at leaſt the oracles of God. 
Gods anger was kindled againſt Mojos, Ex. iv. 14.— 
the Lord was very angry again/? Aaron, Deut. ix. 20. 
and with all Iſrael, witneſs thofe awful words, Jet me 
alone that I may conſume them in a moment. Iſniah, 
whom you allow to be an elect, ſays, thor wat angry 
with ME. God himſelt fays, If. xlvii. 6, / <vas angry 
with my people; and David, who frequently depre- 
cates God's wrath in his penitenrial pſalms, obſerves 
that his anger ſmokes again}? the ſheep of his paſare, 
when they go aſtray. Pf. Ixxiv. 1. 

(4.) The new teſtament inculcates this doctrine 
as well as the old. St. Paul having reminded the be- 
levers of Epheſus, that uo 2whoremonger or covetons 
prrjon hath any . inheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt and 
of God, ſubjoins this ſeaſonable caution 3 let no man 
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ſecrine von: no not thoſe good men, Dr. Criſp and 
rhe author of Pictas Oxonienſis: fer beednſe of theſe 
things the curath of God cometh upon the children of diſo- 
bedience, - Imphſſible! fay thoſe orthodox Proteſtants; 
you may be children of diſobedience,” not only unto 
ewhoredom and covetonſucſs, but unto adultery and mur- 
der without fearing that the «<vrath of Gort will come 
pox you for thoſe things : No, no, you will be © plca- 


fant children {till.” See Vind. page 89. 


IT. You proceed : * Shall I beliere that becauſe 
David was ungrateful, God (whoſe “ gifts and 
callings are without repentance) was unfaith{ul ? ” 
And ſhall J believe, that God is not as faithful when 
he accompliſhes his 7hreatnings, as when he fuffils 
his promiſes? You reply, “God's gifts and callings are 
<vithout repentance.” And does this prove that Gud's 
evarnings are <vithout meaning, and histhreatuings=vith- 
or? trath ? St, Paul ſpoke thoſe words of the election 
of the Jews; and it is certain God docs not repent 
that he formerly called them, and gave them the land 
of Canaan; any more than he repents his having 
now rejected them, and taken from them the good land 
which he gave their fathers: for as he had once fut- 
ficient who to do the one, ſo he has now to do the 
other, 

But if you will make this paſſage mean, that the 
divine favour and bleſſings can never be forteited 
through any fall into fin; I beg you will anſwer 
theſe queries. Had not God g/wex all angels a place 
in his tavour and glory? And aid not many of them 
loſe it by their fall? Was not innocent Adam inte- 
reſted in the divine favor and image? And did he not 
loſe both, together with paradiſe, when he fell into 
fin? Did not king Saul forget the crown which God 
had given him, and the throne to which he had 
called him ? Were not Judas's calling and apoſtleſhip 
foricited by his unfaithfulneſs, as well as one of the 
twelve thrones which Chriſt had promifed him! 


What will you ſay of the unproſitable ſervant, — 
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whom his lord took the talent unimproved? Loft he 
not a bleſſing ven, and his calling ro occupy with it 2 
And can you atierr, that the man who took his fel- 
low-ſervant by the throat did rot loſe the forgivene/; 
Ha devt of ten thonſaud talents? Or that thoſe apoſ- 
tites, Who tread under foot the blood of the comenat 
eoberewith they were $ANCTIFIED, do not forfeit their 
S ANCTIFICATION by doing deſpiteto the [pirit of grace 
Is it right thus to ſet the author of the epiſtle to the 


Romans againſt the author of the epittle of the 
Hebrews ? 


III. Your bringing in Zack/iding Exnxain te 
pleaſant child, as a witneſs of the truth of your doc- 
trine, is a moſt unhappy proof. Rejoice not, O 1ſract, 
as other feople, ſays the Lord, Hof. ix. 1, for, thou 
Lal gone a <whoring from thy God. This whorihg II- 
rael is called Ephraim wer. 13. Ephraim, the pleaſant 
child, is planted as @ pleaſant plant: Notwithſtand- 
ing, Ephraim ſhall bring forth his children for the mur- 
derer. All their wickedneſs is in Gilgal; for therg I 
HATED them, For the wickedne/5 of the'r. doings, 1 wwill 
drive them out of mine houſe ; I quill lave them N OU MORE 
Hence the prophet obſerves immedua:ely. after, 
Ephraim is ſmitten; my God will caft them away, be- 
cauſe they did not hearken unto Him. at 


IV. Hou ever, my honored friend ſtill affirms, that 
„David, notwithicanding his horrible backflidings, 
did not loſe the character of the man after God's 
* own heart,” But he will permit.me to believe 
the contrary, (r.) Upon the teſtimony of the Pſalmiſt 
himſelf, who ſays in your favorite pfalm, thou haſ/t 
eaſt off and abborred, thou haft been very wrath with 
thine anointed : thou haſt made woid the covenant of thy 


ſervant ; th-u haſt prophaned his crow by caſting it to 


zo the ground, Pl, Ixx xix. 38. | 
(2.) Where is David called the man after God's 
ov! heart, while he continued an impenitent adul- 
terer? How much more guarded is the ſcripture 
than your letters! David did that which was right in 
G 2 the 
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the eyes of the Lord, and turned not ajide, s AVE only in 
the matter cf Uriah, 1 Kings xv. 5. Here you ſee 
the immoral parenthefis of ten months ſpent in adul- 
tery and murder, expreſly pointed at, and excepted 
by the Holy Ghoſt, 

(3-) David himſelf, far from thinking that (in 
could never ſeparate between God and a t man 
who draws back into wickedaefſs, ſpeaks thus in the 
laſt charge which he gave to Solomon; and thou $1. 
tomon my fon, know the God of thy father, and ſerve hin 
evith a perfect heart. If thou ſecł him, he will be found 
of thee; but if thou for/ake him he av.ll caſt thee off for- 
ever. 1 Chr. xxviii. 9. Hence it appears that the 
God of Seclamon's father is very different from the 


picture which Dr. Criſp draws of David's God. 


The former can be ſo diſpleaſed at an impenitent 
backſlider as to ca/? him of forever; while the latter 
accounts him a pleaſant ch1d till, But let us come to 
matter of fact. 

(4.) Diſpleaſure, anger, or wrath in God is not 
that diſturbing boiſterous paſſion ſo natural to fallen 
man; but an invariable diſapprobation of fin, and a 
ſteady deſign to puniſh the ſinner. Now God ſe- 
verely manifeſted this rightecus diſpleaſure at Da- 
vid's perſon, when he puniſhed him by nor reſtrain- 
ing any longer the ambition of his rebelhous ſon, 
How remarkably did his dreadful puniſhments an- 
ſwer his Heinous crimes! He wanted the fruit of 
his adultery to live, but inflexible juſtice deſtroys it. 
The rrown of righteouſneſs «was fallen from his head, 
and his royal crown is gc pm and caſt to the ground. 

He had not turned out he wway-faring man, the 
helliſh tempter ; and he is turned out of his own 
palace and kingdom. He flies beyond Jordan for his 
life; and as he flies Shr3ze7 throws flones at him; vol- 
hes of curſes accompany the ſtones; and the moſt 
cutting challenges follo the curſes : Come out, thou 
bloody man, ſaid he, thou man of Belial ; the Lord hath 
delivered thy kingdom into the hand of Abjolom thy for; 


and 
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and bchold thou art taken in thy miſchief, becan/e thou ar- 
a bloody man. To which David could aniwer n6- 
thing, but ““ Let him curſe ; for the Lord, by not te- 
2 his wickedneſs, hath permiſſireiy Jaid unto 
him, Curſe David. I ſee the impartial juſtice ot a ſin- 
avcnging God, through the cruel abule of this raging 
man.” This was not all; He had fecrezly committed 
adultery with Uriah's wife, and his fon publick.y 
commits inc with his own wives. And to com- 
pleat the horror of his puniſhment, he leaves the 
moſt dreadful curſe upon his poſterity, Thou ha/? 
2 Uriah qvith the fevord of the children of Animon, 
ſays the Lord, xozv therefore the [ord hall NEVER 
depart from thy horſe, and thy own children ſhall 
murder one another. What a terrible puniſhment 
was this! And how ſtrong muſt be the prejudice of 
thoſe, - who i that God was not d pong at 
David's per/or / . 
V. Paſs we now to an argument, which you ſeem 
to conſider as one of the main pillars of your doc- 
trine. It one believer fin by an unclean tho#ght, 
*© fay you, and another by an unclean act, does the 
former continue in a ſtate of grace, and the other 
* torteir his ſonſhip ? Take heed leſt you ſhould | be: 
+ torced to go to Rome for an anſwer to this query. 
Without going even to the convent of the Bene- 
d.ftine monks in Paris, I anſwer, it is eviden t ron 
icripture, that an adulterous thought delighted in is 
adultery, He that entertains ſuch a thought is an 
adulterer, one who is abſolutely unfit tor the pre- 
ſence of an holy God. Be not deceived, fays St. Paul 
nitiher fornicators nor adulte ers fhatl inke te the Ring - 
dom of God. Therefore adultery of heart certainly 
excludes an impenitent backflider out of heaven; 
though 1 it will not fink him into fo deep an hell, as 
it he had drawn another into the commiſſion of his 
intended crime. You add, 
+ But if David had only had an angry thought, 
by he had ſtiil been a mat derer in the fight of Ged, 
G 3 Not 
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Not ſo, for there is a righteous anger, which is 4 
virtue and not a fin; or elſe how could Chriit 
have footed round about on the Phariſees with anger, 
and continued ſinleſs? You mean probably, that it 
David had only hated Uriah in his heart, he would 
have been a murderer. If fo, your obſervation is 
very juſt, for he that hateth his brother, ſays St. John, 
75 a MURDERER ;j and you know, adds he, that No 
murderer, though he were a royal pfalmitt, hath eter- 
ual life abiding in him. * 

But what do you get by theſe arguments? Nothing 
at all. You only make it eaſier to prove that your 
doctrine is erroneous. For if David would have 
forfeited heaven by loo ling on Urial's Wife, to lust 
aſter her in his heart; or by intending in his breaſt to 
murder her huſband; how much more did he for- 
feit it, when his mental fins fully ripened into out- 
ward enormities ! Te are of your father the devil 
zvhboſe avorks ye do, ſaid Chriſt to ſome of the choſen 
ꝛation; and if adultery and murder are works of the 
devil, it follows from thoſe words of our Lord, that 
while David continued impenitent, he was Nor @ 
man after God's own heart, as my honored opponent 
too charitably ſuppoſes ; but a man after the own 
heart of him, avho abode not in the truth, and is a mu- 
derer from the beginning. 


VI. But you add, Sin did not reign in him as a 
« king, it only for a time uſurped as a tyrant,” Nay 
Sir, un is a f ant wherever he reigus, and he 
reigns wherever he z pb. Where will you 
draw the line” between the reign and the tyranny 
of Sin? Are not both included under the word domi- 
nion? Sin ſays St. Paul, all not have DOMINION 
over you that are under grace, Had I made ſuch a 
Li finddion as this, ſome proteſtants would deſervedly 


have called it nf h t; but as it comes from the 


orthodox author cf Pict1s Oxonienſis it will probably 
pals tor evangelical, 


Very 


1 
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Very different however. is St. Peter's orthodoxy. 


Of <vhom a man ts overcome, fays he, of the ſame is he 


' brought into bondage. For if after they have eſcaped the 


gpllutions of the world through the kno vledge of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, they are again entangled therein and over- 
come, the latter end is worſe wwith them than the brgin- 


ning. Nevertheleſs even ſuch apoſtates, ſo long as 
the day of their wiſitation laſteth, may again repent 
and believe; for as you juſtly obſerve, they have ſtill 
an advocate with the Father," Feſus Chrift the righteous. 


VII. You try to prove your point by ſcripture. 
There is, ſay you, no condemnation to them who are in 
Chr. True! but it is while they walk not after the 
fieth, but after the ſpirit; a clauſe which you pru- 
dently keep out of fight, And ſurely David walked 
after the fleſh, when in the act of adultery and 
murder. Vou proceed, aro hall lay any thing ts 
the charge God's eleft ??? Nobody, if God's elect are 
penitent believers, <vho ,t not after the fleſh; but if 
they are impenitent adulterers and hypocritical mur- 
derers; Jews and Gentiles, Law and Goſpel, Pro- 
phets and apoſtl's, God and their own conſcience, 
ALL will agree tolay their crimes to their charge. 
Lou urge that **Chri/t by one offering hath for ever 
prrfotid them that are ſanfificd.” True! but not 
thoſe who are v»/anfified. And certainly ſuch are 
all adulterers and murderers. Thoſe ought rather to 
be ranked with thoſe who tread under foot the blood of 
the covenant wwherewith they are ſandt ted. 

It is ſaid, however, ye (believing, loving. fruit- 
ful Coloflians, fee Chap. i. 4, 6.) are compleat- in 
him.” It is ſo; but not ye impenitent backfliders, 
ye unclean defilers of another's bed. Such are com- 
plete iu evil not in good, in Belial, not in Chriſt, Alas 
for the proſtitution of the ſacred and pure word of 
God! Can it alſo be prefled'into the fervice of pro- 
faneneſs and impurity ! To reſcue at leaſt one ſen- 
tence from ſuch mavifeſt abuſe I might obſerve, the 
original may, with the greateſt propriety be rendered 

„ filled 
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© filled with (or by) him,” inſtead of complrat in him; 
and I think the context fixes this ſenſe upon it. 
The apoſtle is cautioning the Coloſſians againſt vain 
philoſophers, whoſe doctrine was empty and deceit- 
tul. Now that he might do this the more effectu- 
ally, he points out a more excellent teacher, whoſe 
character and qualifications he deſcribes when he 
ſays, in him dwelleth the fullneſs TAipoy, of the God- 
head. He immediately adds TerAnpoyt wv dv], 
(a verb of the fame etymology with the noun and un- 
doubtedly of a ſimilar import) ze ere filled wwith (or 
by) him. As if he had ſaid “ Chriſt is filled with 
the Godhead of the Father, and ye with the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, the {pirit of wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and 
ſtrength.” Plenitudo Chriſti (ſays the learned and 
pious Bengelius on the patſage) 1edundat in eccleti- 
am, „ the fullneſs of God dwelling in the Mediator 


overflows upon his church.” The very ſenſe our 


tranſlators have given-the very ſame two words in 
Eph. iii, 19. Why they rendered them differently 
here is hard to ſay. 


VIII. You go on * no falls or backſl:dings in 
«© God's children can ever bring them again under 
*« condemnation, becauſe he law of the ſpirit of 1ife /n 
„ Chrift Je, us hath made them free from the law of /i4 
and death.” A moſt dangerous propofition, ex po- 
ſed Vind. page 88, and contrary to the very ſcripture 
by which you try to ſupport it, (1) To the con- 
text, where thoſe. to whom here is no condemnation, 
are ſaid to be prog who walk not after the fel, 
and are therefore very different from impenitent 
adulrerers and murderers, who bring forth the molt 
execrable fruits of the fleth. (2.) To the text itſelf; 
tor if the lat, or power rf the ſpirit of life in Chriſt 
Feſus hath made the believer free from the law, or pow- 
erogf/ia; how can he be repreicnted as the tame /er- 
vant of ſin; — as fold under fin—ſold under adultery 
and murder for ten months! But you are not at a lo!s 
for an anſwer. 


I. Me 
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IX. We ate very apt, ſay you, to ſet up moum- 
& tainous diſtinctions concerning the various degrees 
ot tin, eſpecially of fins after converſion :” This, to- 
ether with your placing “ an angry thought” upon a 
level with deliberate murder, ſeems to inſinuate that 
you make very litile difference between an atrocious 
crime and a tin of Surprize ; fo that, upon your ſcheme 
a blowdy murderer may plead that he is not more 
guilty, than a man who has felt a motion of impa- 
tience; and the latter may be hurried out of his wits 
as it he had committed murder. To remove this 
miſtake, I need only obſerve, that if all are papiſts 
who make a muterial difference between various 
ſins, or between the ſame fins variouſly aggravated, 
my worthy opponent 1s as ſound a papiſt as myſelt : 
for when he acts as a magiſtrate, he does not promiſ- 
cuouſly paſs the fame ſentence upon every one. He 
commits one to priſon, and diſmiſſes another with a 


gentle reprimand. Our Lord himſelf fets you the 


pattern of this equity where he ſays, that the Phariſees 
hall receive the GREATER damnation, and that zt ſhall 
be MORE TOLERABLE for Sodom than for Corazin in 
the day of judgment : whence we may juſtly infer, that 
the fin of ſome is more mountainous” than that of 
others. i ä 
But as you have made choice of David's caſe, per- 
mit me to argue from his experience. He was once, 
you know, violently angry with Nabal; but as he 
ſeaſonably reſtrained his anger, and meekly confeſſed 
his fin, God forgave him without “ breaking his 
bones.” Not ſo when the unreſtrained evil of his 
heart in the matter of Uriah produced the external 
truits of treachery and murder, For then the Lord 
inflifted upon him all the dreadful puniſhments 
which we have already confidered. Hear the rod 
theretore, and learn what aff difference the Lord 
makes between tins whether committed atter, or be- 
tore converſion. | | 


X. What follows is a ſweet and ſmooth Antino- 
mian pill, ſo much the more dangerous as it is gilt 
with 
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with gold taken from the ſanctuary, from e gen 
altar itſelt. Hence it is that multitudes ſwallow it 
down as rich grace without the leaſt ſcruple or ſui- 
picion. Lord, dart a beam of thy wiſdom into the 
mind of thy ſervant, that I may ſeparate the precious 
trom the vile, and expoſe the dangerous ingredient 
without depreciating the gold that covers it. 
& What is all fin, do you ſay, before the infinitely 
«+ precious atoning blood of Jeſus?” Nothingat all, 
when that blood is humbly apprehended by penitent 
believers who depart from all iniquity, But, when 
it is accused a common thing, and trodden under faut 
by impenitent apoſtates; or wantonly pleaded in 
defence of fin by looſe Nicolaitans or lukewarm Lao- 
diceans, it does not anſwer its gracious deſign. On 
the contrary, how /hall we eſcape, ſays St. Paul, if awe 
thus vegledt ſuch great ſalvation ! And of how much 
erer puniſhment than others hall they be thought <vor- 
thy, «who do ſuch deſpite to the ſpirit of grace / ice Heb. 
11, 3, and x, 29. . You go on, # 
« Tf Chriſt has fulfilled the whole law and borne 
the curſe, then all debts and claims againſt his 
people, be they more or be they leſs, be they 
e {mall or be they great, be they before, or be they 
& after converſion, are for ever and for ever cancel- 
led. All tre ſpaſſes are forgiven them. They are 
juſfiſied from all things. — They already have ever- 
& laſting life.“ What! before they repent and be- 
heve! A hold aſſertion this! which ſets Jeſus agaiuſt 
Chriſt—our PRIEST againſt our PRO HET. For 
Cbriſt himſelf teaches us that many for whom his 
fatlings are killed, and all things are now ready, thro" 
an obſtinate refuſal ot his fxcere, (I hope nobody will 
ſay hypocritical) invitations, Hall never taſte of his ſup- 
per. And as if this was not enough to arm us againſt 
your doctrine, he commiſſioned an apoſtle to aſſure 
his church, that ſome who have ed of his goſpel- 
ſupper, that is, who hawe been enlightened, have taſted 
the heavenly gift, the good ⁊vord of God, and the poxvers 
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of the world do come, do crucify to themſelves the Son of 
God afreſh, und by that mean, fo totally 7all away 
that 7t 7s impoſſivle to 1 ence them again to repentance. A 
clear proof this that thoſe who once truly repented, 
and were even made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, may 
guench the Spirit, and fir againſt the Holy Ghoſt, may 
not only fall, but fall finally, Heb. vi. 4. | 
(2) Vour doctrine ſets alſo our high PRIEST againſt 
our heavenly KING, who declares, that if he who was 
once his faithful ſervant, begins to beat his fill an jer- 
©ants, much more to murder them. he will, as judge 
of all, command him to be bond hand and foot, and 
deliwered to the tormentors. See 2d check, page 4. 

(3), Your doctrine drags after it all the abſurdities 
of eternal, abſolute juſtification, - It ſets aſide the uſe 
of repentance and faith, in order to pardon and ac- 
ceptance. It repreſents the fins of the elect as for- 


given, not only before they are confeſſed, but even 


before they are committed; a notion which that 
firong Calviniſt Dr. Owen himſelf could not but op- 
poſe. It ſuppoſes that all the penitents who have 
believed that they were once children of avratb, and 
that God was diſpleaſed at them when they lived in 
fin, have believed a lie. It makes the preaching of 
the goſpel one of the moſt abſurd, wicked and bar- 
barous things in the world, For what can be more 
abſurd than to ſay repent ye and beiieve the goſpel, he that 
beliexeth ſhall be damned; if a certain number can newer 
repent or believe, and a certain number can newer be 
damned? And what can be more «vicked, _ to dif- 
treſs elect ſinners by bidding them / fromthe <vrath 
to come, if there is abſolutely 29 <v-a/h, neither paſt, 
preſent, nor to come for them, if all their fins “ be 
they more or leſs, be they ſmall or great are for ever 
and for ever cancelled?“ As for the reprobates, how 
barbarons is it to bid them fly, it adamantine chains, 


eternal decrees of paſt wrath, perpetually bind them 


down, tha* they may never eſcape the repeated eter- 
nal ſtrokes of the «vrarh to come; 5 
(4) But 


* 
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(4) But what ſhocks me moſt in your ſcheme, is 
the reproach which it unavoidably fixes upon Chriſt. 
It ſays, * the elect are juſtified from all things even 
before they believe.” In all their fins. God views 
them 7vithout ſpot, wwrinile, or any ſuch thing © they 
& ſtand always compleat in the everlatiing righteout- 
« neſs of the Redeemer.” ** Black in themſelves, they 
are comely thro' his comelincſs :” ſo that when 
they commit adultery and murder, „He awho 1s of 
& purer eyes than to behold iniq:'ity, can neverthelels 
© addreſs them with, Thou arr ail fair, my love, my 
„ rwndefiled, there is no ſpot in thee.” | 

What a proſtitution of the word of God is here 
We blame a wild youth for dropping ſome bold 
innuendos about age in a play compoſed by a 
poor Heathen, But I acquit thee of indecency, O 
Terence, if a vindicator of Chrittian piety, has a 
right to repreſent our holy and righteous God, as ſay- 

ing to a bloody adulterer in flagranti delicto, 7% art 
all fair my lowe, my undefiled, there is no ſpot in thee, 
And are theſe the fat paſtures and lympid waters, 
where goſpel-preachers fred the ſheep?” Where 
then! Oh where are the barren paſtures and ah 
dled waters” in which baretaced Antinomians 1 
the goats? Is not this taking the children's bread to 
caſt it to dogs? I had almoſt aſked, I. it not the abo- 
mination of deſolation flanding in the holy place] See ye 
not the Lord, O ye miſtaken Chriſtians, looking 
down from the habitation of his holineſs? And dv 
ye not hear him thunder this expoſtulation from hea- 
ven? How long will ye blaſpheme mine honour, aud have 
fuch pleaſure in deceit ! Know ye not that I have choſen 
to myſelf the man that is godly, and that bm who delight- 
eth in iniquity, doth my foul abhor ? 

(5) And plead not, dear Sir, that you have quoted 
ſcripture in defence of your point. If the church ſays 
in a myſtical ſong, . I am black in the eyes of the world 
becauſe the ſun of affliction and perſecution hath looked 
upon me while I kept the vingyardi; but Jam comely in 
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che ſight of God whoſe ſpirit enables me with un- 
wearied patience to bear the burden and heat of the 
day; you have ablolutely no right, either from di- 
vinity or critciſm, to make thoſe words mean 7 
am black by the atrocious crimes which I actually 
commit, black by the horrors of adultery and mur- 
der; but no matter; Jam comely by the purity and 
charity ot my Saviour : my fins, be they Hall or be 
they great, are for ever and for ever cancelled; I am 
juitified trom all things.”--Again, if God ſays to a pe- 
nitent believer, to a ſoul actually waſhed, walking with 
him as Enoch, and walking in aubite, is the fexv names 
in Sardis who had not defiled their garments, ** Thou art 
all fair, my undefiled :.”” is it right to take thoſe gra- 
cious words, and apply them to every lukewarm 
Laodicean we meet with: and to every apoſtate, 
who not only defiles his garments, but <vallows in the 
mire like the ſoꝛu that was waſhed ? 

(6.) Another great, and it I am not miſtaken, in- 
ſurmountable difficulty attends your ſcheme. You 
tell us that a behever's perſon ſtands abſolved and 
always compleat in the everlaſting righteouſneſs 
of the Redeemer.” But I aſk, Was he abſolved 


before he was a believer? If you anſwer, No, he 


was abſolved the moment he began to believe,” it 
tollows that he does ſomething, that is, he beliewes to- 


wards has abſolution, And thus your main pillars, 


that faith is not previous to zuſtification, that there 
„is no wrath in God for the elect, and that alf 
„claims againſt his people before or after conver- 
% fion are for ever cancel'd,” are not only broken, 
but ground to powder. Add to this that if the be- 
liever is juſtified in conſequence of his faith, it is 
evident that his juſtification while he 1s on earth, 
can ſtand no longer than his faith, and that it he 
makes fſhipev eck of faith and a good conſcience as Hyme- 
neus, he muſt again come into condemnation. But ſup- 
poſing that to avoid theſe inconveniencies you boldly 
lay, “He was juſtified _ the time the Lamb was 


lain, 
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Aain, that is from the beginning of the <vorld.” You 
point- blank contradict Chriſt, who ſays that be «vhs 
believeth not is condemned ali eady. Thus either the ve- 
racity of our Lord, or the truth ot your doctrine 
muſt go to the bottom. A ſad dilemma this, tor 
thoſe who contound Criſpianity with Chriſtianity ! 


XI. You reply, „As ſoon ſhall Satan pluck 
Chriſt's crown from his head, as his purchaſe 
trom his hand.” Here is @ great truth, making 
way for a palpable error, and a dreadful infinuation. 
Let us (1.) fee the great truth. It is moſt certain that 
no body ſhall ever be able to pluck Chrill's erp, that 
is, penitent believers, who hear his voice and follow 
him, out of his protecting almighty hand. But if 
the minds of thoſe penitent — are corrupted from 
the fimplicity that is in Chrift ; if they avax avanton 
againſt him, turn after Satan, end in the fleſh, and 
draw back to perdition ; if growing fat and kicking like 
PFeſhurum, they neigh like high-ted horſes after their 
neighbowrs ceives; we demand proof that they belon 
to the fold of Chriſt, and are not rather goats 2 
evolves in ſheeps cloathing, who cannot without conver- 
ſion enter into the kingdom of heaven. (2.) The palpabl: 
error is, that none of tho/e for wvhom Chrift died can be 
caſt away and deſtroyed, that no virgin lamp can go out, 
no promiſing harveſt be choaked avith thorns, no branch 
in Chrift cut off tor unfruitfulneſs, no pardon forteit- 
ed, and no name blotted out of God's book, —That no 
ſalt can loje its ſavour, nobody receive the grace of God 
in ain, bury bis talent, neglef ſuch great ſalvation, tri- 
fie away a day of viſitation, look back after ſetting his 
hand to the plow, and grieve the ſpirit till he is quenched, 
and ffrives no more. This error ſo conducive to the 
Laodicean caſe, is expreſsly oppoſed by St. Peter, 
who informs us that ſome deny the Lord that zoucur 
them, and bring upon themſelves fwift deſtruction. And 
Chriſt himſelt, tar from deſiring to keep his luke- 
warm purchaſe in urls HAND, declares that he «vill 
ſfpue it out of 81s MOUTH, Rev, iii. 16, 
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. Paſs we on (3) to the dreadful infiuuation. While 
you perpetually try to comtort @ few ela, ſome of 
whom, for what I know, comfort themſelves alrea- 
dy with their neighbours wives, yea, and the wives 
oi their fathers; pleaſe to tell us how we ſhall com- 
tort millions of reprobates, who, for what you know, 
try to /ave themſelves from this adulterous generation, 
Do ye not hear how Satan, upon a ſuppoſition of the 
trath of your doctrine, triumphs over thoſe unhap- 

victims of what ſome call God's ſovereignty ? 

While that old murderer ſhakes his bloody hand over 
the myriads devoted to endleſs torments, methinks I 
hear him fay to his fellow executioners of divine 
vengeance, As ſoon fhall Chrift's crown be plucked from 


his head as this his free gift from my hand. Let yon- 


der little flock of the elect commit adultery and in- 
ceſt without any poſſibility of miſſing heaven. I object 
no more. See what crowds of reprobates may pray 
and reform, and ſtrive wvithout any poſſibility of eſcap- 
ing hell. Let thoſe gay elect ſhout everlaſting love ! 
cternal juſtification ! and finijbed ſalvation { I conſent ! 
See, ye fiends, fee the immenſe prey that awaits us 
and roar with me before hand Everlaſting wrath ! eter- 
val reprobation ! and finiſhed damnation . 


XII, «Our xiith article maintains that good 

« works neceſſarily ſpring out of a lively faith, inſo- 
„% much that by them a lively faith may be as evi- 
„ dently known, as a tree diſcerned by its fruits.” 
% This you fay 1 moſt firmly believe ;”* And nevertheleſs 
to prove juſt the contrary, to ſhew that when David 
committed adultery and murder he had a live faith, 
and was in a flate of juſtification and /anification, you 
uote a verſe of an hymn, compoſed by the Rev. Mr. 

. Weſley, which only confirms what I ſay of ander- 
valuing, Vind. page 83. But you miſtake him, if 
you ſuppoſe that when Not oNE bud of grace appears 
to ourſelves, many, may not appear 70 others; and if 
you apply to outward enormities greedily committed, 
what the poet means of inward motions of fin cor- 
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dially lamented and ſteadily oppoſed. Neverthe- 
lets, as ſome expreſſions in this hymn are not pro- 
perly guarded, the pious author will forgive me if 
I tranſcribe part of a letter which I lately received 
from him. 

© I was once on the brink of Antinomianiſm, by 
unwarily reading Criſp and Saltmarſn. Juſt then 
warm in my firſt love, I was in the utmoſt dan- 
ger, when providence threw in my way Baxter's 
treatiſe intitled, An hundred errors of Dr. C riſh de- 
monſtrated. My brother was ſooner apprehenſive 
of the dangerous abuſe which would be made of 
our unguarded hymns and expretſions, than I was. 
Now I alfo fee and feel we muſt all fink—unleſs 
we call St, James to our aſſiſtance. Yet let us ſtill 
inſiſt as much or more than ever on St. Paul's juſ- 
tification. What God has joined together let no 
man put aſunder. The great Chillingworth ſaw 
learly the danger of ſeparating St. James from St. 
Paul. He uſed to wiſh that whenever a chapter 
of St, Paul's juſtification was read, another of 
St. James might be read at the ſame time.” 
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XIII. When my honored correſpondent has endea- 
voured to prove by the above-mentioned ſcriptures, 
arguments and quotations, that an impenitent adul. 
terer and murderer, inſtead of being under God's diſ- 
pleaſure, is “ a pleaſant child ſtill ;? ro compleat his 
work, be proceeds to ſhew the good that falls into 
lin do to believers. Never did the pious author of 
Pietas Oxonien/is employ his pen in a work leſs con- 
ducive to piety ! 

& God, ſays he, often brings about his purpoſes 
„by thoſe very means, which to the human eye 
„ would certainly defeat them. He has always the 
„ ſame thing in view, his own glory and the ſalva- 
tion of his elect by Jeſus Chriſt, This Adam was 
„ accompliſhing when he put the whole world un- 
der the curſe.” Hail Adam under the fatal tree! 
Pluck and cat abundantly, for“ thou W 

; the 


68 


the ſalvation of the elect! Oh the inconſiſtency of 
your doctrine ! If we inſiſt upon doing the will of God 
in order to enter his kingdom, we are boldly exclaim- 
ed againſt as proudly ſharing the glory of our re- 
demption with Chriſt. But here Adam 1s repre- 
ſented as his partner in the work of ' ſalvation, and a 
ſhare of his glory, poſitively aſſigned to the fall, i. e. 
to his diſobedience to the divine will. St. Paul aſ- 
ſerts that by one man (Adam) came death, and fin the 
Hing of death ; and ſo death with his ſting paſſed upon 
all men, But you inform us that Adam by his fin 
& accompliſhed the ſalvation ot the elect.” If this 
is not plucking a jewel from Chriſt's crown, to adorn 
the moſt improper head in the world next to that of 
Satan, I am very much miſtaken. | 


But if God ** brought about His purpoſe” concern - 
ing the ſalvation of the elect by the fall of Adam; tell 
us, I pray, who brought about the purpoſe concern- 
ing the damnation of the reprobates ? Had the Lord 
&« always this thing in view” alſo? On the brink of 
what a dreadful abyſs hath your doctrine brought 
me [dir, my mind recoils; I fly from the God 
whoſe unprovoked wrath roſe before the beginning 
of the world, againſt millions of his unformed and 
therefore guiltleſs creatures! He that ted death for 
every man bids me fly, and he points me from Dr. 
Criſp to God whoſe mercy is over all his works, till 
they perſonally forfeit it by obſtinately trampling 
upon his richeſt grace. | 


XIV. As if it was not enough to have repreſent- 
ed our ſalvation in part accompliſhed by the tranſgreſ- 
ſion of our firſt parents: you bring in Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, and obſerve, to the honor of the good 
which fin does to the ele, that thoſe unrighteous 
judges did whatſoever God's hand and counſel determi- 
ned before to be done. If you quote this paſſage to in- 
ſinuate that God pre-determined their iu, you reflect 
upon divine holineſs, and apologize for the murder- 
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ers of our Lord, as you have for the murderer of 
Uriah. 

I grant, that when God ſaw in the light of his 
infinite fore-knowledge, that Pilate and Cajaphas 
would abſolutely chute injuſtice and cruelty ; he de- 
termined that they ſhould have the awful opportunity 
of exerciſing them againſt his Anointed. As a ſkil- 
ful pilot, without pre-determining and raiſing a con- 
trary wind, toreſees it will riſe, and pre-determines 
ſo to manage the rudder and ſails of his ſhip, as to 
make it anſwer a good purpoſe. So God over-ruled 
the foreſeen wickedneſs of thoſe men, and made it 
ſubſervient to his merciful juſtice in offering up the 
true paſchal Lamb. But as it would be very abſurd 
to aſcribe to the contrary <vind the praiſe due to the 
pilos s ſtill: fo it is very une vangelical to aſcribe to 
the fin of Pilate, or of Joſeph's brethren, the good 
which God drew from ſome of it's extraordinary 
circumſtances. 


XV. The Lord has promiſed to make all things 

% wort for good to thoſe that love him—and if all 
„ things, then their very ſms and corruptions are 
included in the royal promiſe.” A tyren-ſong 
this! which you. unbappily try to ſupport by ſcrip- 
ture. But (1.) if % 7s the LOVE of God that aue kerp 
his commandments, how will you prove that David Jo- 
wed God, when he left his own wife for that of Uriah? 
Does not our Lord declare that thoſe who will not /o/- 
ſake huſland, wife, childrea and all things for his ſakey 
are nos wvorthy of” him, either as helievers or lovers; 
And are thoſe uo; thy of him who break his command- 
ments, and take their neighbour's «v/vrs ? Again, if 
St. John ſpeaking of one who does not. relieve an indi- 
gent brother, aſks with indignation, Horo develleth the 
love of Godin ni] May not I with greater reaſon ſay, 
How dewelt the love of God in Daviy! Who, far from 
aſſiſting Uriah, murdered his foul by drunkenneſs, 
and his body with the ſword! And if David did not 
love God, how can you believe that a promiſe made 
i# 
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fo thoſe that dure God, reſpected him in his ftate of 
impenitency! —(2) Whew <ve exto! free grace, and 
declare that God merey is over ALL his works, you di- 
rely anſwer, that the word ALL muſt be taken in 
a limited ſenſe : but when you extol the profitable- 
nels of fin, AL, in ALL things working for good, 
muſt be taken uuiverſally, and include /n and cor- 
ruption, contrary to the context, — (3.) I ſay, con- 
trary to the context; for juit before the apoſtle de- 
clares, {f'ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall dir, ye ſhall 
evidence the truth of Ezekiel's doctrine, I hen the 
righteous turneth axvay jrom his righteoaſueſs, in his fin 
that he hath finncd ſhall he die—and at the end of the 
chapter the things that wort for good are enumerated, 
and they include a!l tribulations and creatures, but not 
our own fin, unleis you can prove it to be God's 
creature, and not the devil's production.—( 4.) It is 
no where promiſed that fin ſhail do us good. On 
the contrary, God conſtantly repreſents it as the 
greateſt evil in the world, the root of all other tem- 
poral and eternal evils : and as he makes it the object 
of his invariable diſapprobation, ſo, till they repent, . 
he, levels his ſevereſt threatnings at finners without 
reſpect of perſons. But the author of Pietas Oxoni- 
enſis has made a new diſcovery. Thro' the glaſs of 
Dr. Criſp he ſees that one of the choiceſt promiſes 
in ſcripture reſpects the commiſſion of fin, of theft 
and inceſt, adultery and murder. So grofly are 
threatnings and promiſes, puniſhments and rewards 
contounded together by this faſhionable divinity ! . 


(5) I grant that in ſome caſes the n in- 
flicted upon a ſinner has been over- ruled for good: 
but what is this to the /in ige, Ts it reaſonable to 
aſcribe to ii the good that may ſpring from the rod 
with which fin is puniſhed s Some robbers have per- 
haps been brought to repentance by the. gallows, 
and others deterred from committipg robbery by the 
terror of their puniſhment ; but by what rule in logic 
or divinity can we inter from thence either that any 
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robbers love God, or that all robberies ſhall work to- 
gether for their good. 

But 3 mag robbed Philemon his maſter ; and 
e fiyitly from juſtice was brought under Paul's 
% preaching and converted.” ' Surely Sir, you do 
not inſinuate, that Oneſimus's converſion depended 
upon — his maſter ! Or that it would not have 
been better for him to have ſerved his maſter faith- 
fully, and ſtay'd in Aſia to hear the goſpel with Phi- 
lemon, than to have rambled to Rome for it in con- 
ſequence of his crime ! The Heathens ſaid, t vs eat 
and drink for to-morrow we die, It will be well if 
ſome do not ſay upon a fairer proſpect than theirs, 
Let us fteal and rob, for to-morrow: we ſhall be 
converted,” 


XVII. You add, that“ the royal and holy ſeed 
was continued by the inceſt of Judah with "Tamar, 
and the adultery of David with Bathſheba.” And 
do you really think, Sir, God made choice of that 
line to ſhew how inceſt and adultery work together 
or good! For my part, I rather think that it was 
becauſe if he had choſen any other line, he would 
have met with more ſuch blots. You know that God 
ſlew David's child conceived in adultery ; and if he 
choſe Solomon to ſucceed David, it was not becauſe 
the adultereſs Bathſheba was his mother, but becauſe 
he was then the % of David's children: for I may 
ſay of God's chuling the ſon, what Samuel ſaid of 
his chuſing the father, The Lord looketh on the heart, 
1 Sam. XVI. 7. | a 

XVIII. Vou proceed in your enumeration of the 
good that fin does to the pleaſant children. How 
„has many a poor ſoul who has been faithleſs thro? 
« fear of man, exen bleſſed God for Peter's de- 
« nial!” Surely, Sir, you miſtake : none but the 
fiend who delired to have Peter that he might ff 


him, could bleſs God for the apoſtle's crimes; nor 


could any one on ſuch. an horrid account bleſs any 


other God but the god of this world, David ſaid, My 
| Oe 
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(ves run doꝛun with æuvater, becauſe men keep not thy laws 
but the author of Pietas Oxonienſis tells us, that 
many a poor ſoul has bleſſed God“ for the moſt 
horrid breaches of his law! Weep no more, perfi- 
dious apultle : thou haſt caſt the net on the right fide of 
the ſhip; thy three curſes have procured God multi- 
tudes ot S / Surely, Sir, you cannot mean this! 
« Many a poor foul has blefled God” for granting a 
pardan to Peter, but never for Peter's denial. It is 
extremely dangerous thus to confound a crime, with 
the pardon granted to a penitent criminal. 
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XIX. Upon the ſame principle you add, How 
© have many others been raiſed out of the mire, by 
© conſidering the tenderneis thewn to the inceſtu- 
e ous Corinthian 7” JI am glad you do not ſay, “by 
* conſidering the ince/t of the Corinthian.” The 
good received by many did not then ſpring trom his 
horrid crime, but from the tenderneſs of the apoſtle. 
This inſtance therefore, by your own confeſſion, 
does not prove that ſin. does any good to believers. 

But as you tell us with what zenderneſs the apoſtle 
refiored that man, when he was favallowed ” in godly 
forrow, you will permit me to remind you of the v eri- 
ty which he ſhewed him while he continued impeni- 
tent. In the name of our Lord Feſus Chriſi, ſaid he, 
auen ye are gathered together, deliver ſuch an one unto 
Satan for the d;ftruction of the fleſh, that his ſpirit may 
be Jawed in the dav of the Lord. Hence it appears, 
the apoſtle thought his caſe ſo deſperate, that his 
body muſt be ſolemnly delivered to Satan, in or- 
der if poſſible to bring his ſoul to repentance. Now 
if the inceſtuous man's ſins had been for ever and 
© for ever cancelled;” if he had not forfeited the 
divine favor, and cut himſelf off from the general 
aſſembly of the firfi-born by his crime; what power 
could the apoſtle, who acted under the influence of 
the Spirit, have had to cut him off from the viſible 
church as a corrupt member ? What right to deliver 
the body of one of God's pleafant children” ta 

_ deſtruction ? 
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deſtruftion ? Was this fiuiſbed ſalvation? For my part, 
as I do not believe in a ru. fuld, I had almoſt ſaid 
FJeſuitical will in God, I am perſuaded, he would 
have us confider things as they are; an impenitent 
adulterer as a profligate heathen, and a penitent be- 
liever as his pleaſant child.“ 


XX, You add, (1) a *©* grievous fall ſerves to make 
believers know their place.” No indeed, it ſerves 
only to make them forget their place ; witneſs David, 
who, far from &nowing his place, wickedly took that 
of Uriah; and Eve, who by falling into the con- 
demnation of the devil, took her Maker's place; 
in her imagination, and eſteemed herſelf as wife as 
God.— (2) It drives them nearer to Chriſt ,” 
Surely you miſtake, Sir; you mean nearer the de- 
vil; for a fall into pride may drive me nearer Luci- 
fer, a. fall into adultery and murder may drive me 
nearer Belial and Moloch; but not nearer Jeſus 
Chriſt.—(3) „It makes them more dependent on 
his ſtrength.” No ſuch thing. The genuine effect 
of a fall into fin, is to ſtupify the conſcience and 
harden the heart, witneſs the ſtate of obduracy in 
which God found Adam, and the ſtate of carnal ſe- 
curity in which Nathan found David, after their 
erimes.— (4) It keeps them more watchful for the 
future. Juſt the reverſe: it prevents their watch- 
ing for the future, If David had heen made more 
watchful by falling into adultery, would he hare fal- 
len' into treachery and murder? If Peter had been 
made more watchful by his % fall into pe jury 
would he have fallen tree times ſucceſſively!— (5 
„It will cauſe them to ſympathize with others in 
« the like ſituation.“ By no means. A fall into 
ſin will naturally make us deſirous of drawing 
another into our guilty condition. Witneſs the De- 
vil and Eve, Eve and Adam, David and Bathſheba. 
The royal adulterer was ſo far from ſympathizing 
with the man who had unkindly taken his neigh- 
bout's favourite ewe -· lamb, that he directly ſwore 5 the 
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Lord liveth the man that has done this thing ſhall ſurely 
die. 

(6.) „It will make them ſing louder to the praiſe 
4 of reſtoring grace throughout all the ages of eter- 
« nity.” I demand proof of this. I greatly queſtion 
whether Demas, Alexander the Copper-ſmith, Hy- 
meneus, Philetus, and many of the fallen believers 
mentioned 1n the epiſtles of our Lord to the churches 
of Afia,- in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, and in thoſe 
of St. Peter, St. James, and St. Jude, ſhall fing re- 
ſtoring grace at all. The apoſtle far from repreſent- 
ing them all as ſinging LouDER, gives us to under- 
ſtand that many of them ſhall be Hνν t avorthy of a 
much $SORER puniſhment than the ſinners conſumed by 
fire from heaven; and that there remaineth no MORE 
ſacrifice for their fins; (a ſure proof that Chriſt's ſa- 
crifice availed for them, till they accounted the blood of 
the covenant an unholy thing) for, adds the apoſtle, the 
Lord will judge his people; and notwithſtanding all 
that Dr. Criſp ſays to the contrary, there remaizeth for 
apoſtates à certain fearful looking for of judzment and 
p indignation which ſhall devour the adverſaries. 
WW eeping, availing, gnaſhing of teeth, and not . louder 
ſongs,” await the unprofitable ſervant, | 

Bur ſuppoſe fome are renetued to repentance and e/- 
cape out of the ſnare of the devil ; can you imagine they 
will be upon the footing of thoſe, who ſtanding fed- 
Faft and immoveable akvays abounded in the work of the 
Lord? Shall then the labour of theſe be in vain in the 
Lord? Are not our works to follow us? Shall the 
unprofitable ſervant, if reſtored, receive a crown of 
glory equal to his, who from the time he liſtedÞas 
always fought the good fight, and kept the faith ? The 
doctrine you would inculcate at once bears hard upon 
the equity of the divine conduct, and ſtrikes a fatal 
blow at the root of all diligence and faithfulneſs, fo 
ſtrongly recommended in the oracles of God. | 

You will be ſenſible of your error if you obſerve, 
that all the fige things which you tell us of a all into 


fin 
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ſis, belong not to the Fall, but to an happy recovery 
rom it: and my honored correſpondent is as much 
miſtaken, when he aſcribes to. f the effects of re- 
pentance and faith, as it he aſcribed to a froſt the et- 
tect of a thaw, or to ſickneſs the conſequences ot a 
recovery. 

And now that we have ſeen how you have done 
a pious man's ſtrange work; permit me, Sir, to tell 
vou that thro” the prevalence of human corruption, 
a word ſpoken for fin generally goes farther than ten 
thouſand ſpoken againſt it. This I know, that it a 
tall, in an hour of temptation, appears only halt {F 
profitable as you repreſent it, thouſands will venture 
after David into the whirl-pool of wickedneſs. But 
alas! facilis deſcenſus averni, &c. it is eaſier to follow 
him when he plunges in, than when he ſtruggles out 
with his gzes awa/ted, his fleſh dried up, and his bones 


broken. 


XXI. I gladly do you the juſtice, honoured, Sir, 
to obſerve that you exclaim againſt ſin in the next 
page ; but does not the antidote come too late ? You 
ſay, Whatever may be God's ſecret will, we are 
„ to keep cloſe to the declaration of his own written 
& word, which binds us to reſiſt fin.” But alas! 
you make a bad matter worſe by repreſenting God as 
having two wills, a ſecret effectual aui that we ſhould 
fin, and a revealed will, or avr/ztex cuord, command- 
ing us to refiſt fin! If theſe intinvations are juſt, I 
alk, Why ſhould we not regard God's /ecret, as much 
as his revealed avill ? Nay, why ſhould we not regard 
it more, fince it is the more efficacious, and conlequent- 
ly the Hronger avill ? 

Lou add, He would be mad who ſhould wil- 
« fully fall down, and break a leg or an arm, be- 
„ cavſe he knew there was a ſkiltul ſurgeon at hand 
c toſetit,” But I beg leave to diſſent trom my ho- 
nored opponent, For, ſuppoſing I had a crooked 
leg, appointed to be broken for good by God's fe- 
cret <vill intimated to me; a dear friend ſtrongly 
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arguedz not only that the ſurgeon is at hand, but 
that he would render fny leg ftraiter, handſomer, and 
ſtronger than before: mult I not be a fool, or, a cow- 
ard, if I hefitate throwing myſelt down? 

O Sir, it the Jeceirfulne/3 of fin is fo great, that 
thouſands greedily commit it, when the gallows on 
carth, and horrible torments' in hell, are propoſed 
tor their juſt wages; how will they be able to eſcape 
in the hour of temptation, if they are encouraged - 
to tranſgreſs the divine law, by aſſurances, that they 
ſhall reap eternal advantages from their fin! Oh! 
how highly neceſſary was it, that Mr. W. ſhould 
warn his aſſiſtants againſt talking of a fate of jrſftifi- 
cation and ſanfification, in fo unguarded a manner 28 
you, Sir, and the other admirers of Dr, Criſp ſo fre- 
qa-ntly do? 

| You conclude this letter by ſome quotations from 
Mr. Weſley, whom you vainly try to preſs into the 
Doctor's ſervice, by repreſenting him as ſaying of 
eſtabliſhed Chriſtians what he ſpeaks of babes in 
Chriſt, and of the commiſſion of adultery and mur- 
der what he orly means of evil deſire reſiſted, and 
evil tempers reſtrained : but more of this in a Trea- 
tije on Chrifiian Per fection. 


Tur FIFTH LETTER 
begins by a civil reproof, for ſpeaking rather in a 
© ſneering manner of that heart-chearing expreſſion 
e ſo often uſed by awakened divines, the finiſhed jal- 
* vation or CRS T:“ an expreſſion which, by the 


bye, you will not find once in all my letters. But 


why tome divines, whom you look upon as unawa- 
kened, do not wdmire the unſcriptural expreſſion of 
finiſhed falvation, you may fee, zd. Check, page 81. 


I am thankful for your ſecond reproof, and hope 
it will make me more careful not to ſpeak as a man 
ot the world.“ But the third I really cannot thank 
you for. You are not very ſparing of hard names 
* againft Dr, Criſp,” ſays my honoured correſpon- 
dent; and again, „ The hard names, and heavy 

e cenſures 
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« cenſures thrown out againſt the Doctor, are by far 


* more unjuſtifiable than what has been delivered 
* againſt Mr. W.“ The hardeſt names I give to 
your favorite divine are, the Doctor, the good Doctor 
and the honęſi Doctor, whom notwithſtanding all his 
nuſtakes, I repreſent 2 Check, page 24) as a good 
man ſhouting aloud Salvation o the Lamb of God, 
Now, Sir, I ſhould be glad to know, by what rule, 
either of criticiſin or charity you can prove that thele 
are hard names, more unju/{ifiable than the names of 
„ papiſt unmaſked, heretic, apoſtate, worſe than 
«« papiſts, &c. which have been of late fo liberally 
beſtowed upon Mr. W. 


I confeſs that thoſe branches of Dr. Criſp's doc- 
trine which ſtand in direct oppoſition to the practical 
goſpel of Chriſt, I have taken the liberty to call Cri/- 
pianity ; for had I called them Chr ;/ianity, my con- 
ſcience and one halt of the bible would have flown 
in my face: and had I called them Calviniſm, 


Williams, Flavel, Allein, Biſhop Hopkins, and num- 


bers of /ound Calviniſis, would have proved me miſ- 
taken; for they agree to repreſent the peculiarities 
of the Doctor, as looſe Antinemian tencts ; and if any 
man can prove them either legal or evangelical, I ſhall 
gladly recant thoſe epithets, which I have-ſometimes 
given, not the good Doctor, but his unſeriptural 
notions. | 


In the mean time permit me to obſerve, that if 
any one judges of my letters by the 36th page of 
your book, he will readily ſay of them what you ſay 
of the Rev. Mr. Sellon's works: „ I have never 
„ read them, and from the accounts I hear of the 
« abufive unchriſtian ſpirit with which they are 
« written, I believe I ſhall never give myſelf that 
« trouble. Now Sir, I have read Mr. Seilon's 
books, and have therefore more right than you, who 
never read them, to give them a public character. 
You tell us you have HEARD of the i».becillity of the 
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+performance,” 8c. and I aſſure my readers I have ound 
it a maſterly mixture of the ſkill belonging to the 
ſenfible ſcholur, the good logician, and the found 


anti-Criſpian divine. 


He is blunt I-confeſs, and ſometimes to an exceſs. 
« Really, ſays he in a private letter, I cannot ſet my 
raſor; there is aroughneſsabout me I cannot get rid of. 
If honeſt truth will not excuſe me, I muſt bear the 


-blame of thoſe whom nothing wilt pleaſe but ſmooth 
things.“ But ſharp (you would ſay abufeve) as he is, 


permit me to tell you that my much admired country- 
man Calvin was much more ſo. 

For my part, tho' I would no more plead for 4e 
than for a-/ultery and murder, yet like a true Suiſſe I 
love blunt hefty; and to give you a proof of it, I 
ſhall take the liberty to obſerve, It is much eaſier to 
fay a book is full of hard names and heavy cenſures, 
evritten in an abuſſue unc hriſtian ſpirit; and to infinuate 
it is OR or not worth reading;* than it is 


fairly to anſwer one fingle page of it. And how far 
2 late publication proves the truth of this obſervation, 


I leave our candid readers to decide. 

Page 38, you“ aſſure me upon honour, that Mr. 
© W. 's pieces againſt election and perſeverance, 
« (Why did you forget reprobation?) have | ara 
*« tended to eſtabliſh your belief in thoſe moſt com- 
« fortable doctrines.“ Hence you conclude, that 
«© Mr. W.'s pen has done much ſervice to the Cal- 
<6 viniſtic cauſe,” and add, that ſome very ex- 
is perienced Chriſtians hope, he will write again 


upon that ſubject, or publiſh a new edition of his 


former tracts.“ 
Vou are too much acquainted with the world, dear 
Sir, not to know that moſt Deiſts declare, they were 
ä 12 eſtabliſhed 
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+ Some of the Rev. Mr. Sellon's works are, Arguments againſt 
the doctrine of general redemption confidered.--- A defence of 
God's ſovereignty-—and The Church of England, vindicated 
from the charge of Calviniſm. All theſe are well worth the 
reading of every ſenfible and pious man. 
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eſtabliſted in their ſentiments by reading the Old and 
New Leſtament. But would you argue concluſively 
it you inferred from thence, that the ſacred writers 
bave done infidelity much /eywiice ? And it ſome con- 
fident infidels expreſſed their hopes, that our biſhop; 
would reprint the bible to propagate Deiſm; would 
you not ſee thro” their empty boaſt, and pity their 
deiitical Zwr;/ ? Permit me, honored Sir, to expoſe 
by a ſmile the fimilar wiſh of the perſons you men- 
tion, who, if they are “ very experienced Chriſti- 
ans,” will hardly pals for very modeſt logicians. 
The gentleman of fortune you mention never read 
all Mr. W's tracts, nor oe of Mr. Sellon's on the 
Criſpian orthodoxy ; and I am no more ſurprized to 
ſee you both diſſent from thoſe divines than I ſhould 
be to find you both miſtaken upon the bench, if you 
patied a decide ſentence, before you had ſo much as 
heard one witneſs out. The clergyman you refer to 
has probably been as precipitate as the two pious 
magittrates ; therefore you will permit me to doubt 
whether he, any more than my honored opponent, 
has had courage enough to lee for himſelt.” 


CONCLUSION, 


Having ſo long animadverted upon your letters, 
it is time to conſider the preſent ſtate of the contro- 
verſy. Mr. W. privately advances among his own 
friends ſome propoſitions, deſigned to keep them 
trom running into the faſhionable errors of Dr. Criſp. 
Theſe propoſitions are ſecretly procured, and pub- 
licly expoſed thro? the three kingdoms, as dreadtully 
heretical, and ſubverſive of the Proteſtant doctrine 
of Juſtiſication by faith. In Mr. W's abſence a friend 
writes in defence of his propoſitions, The Rev. Mr. 
Shirley, inſtead of trying to defend his miſtakes by 
argument, publicly recants his circular letter and his 
volume of ſermons by the lump. Some of the honeſt 
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ſouls, who had been carried away by the ſtream 
of taſhionable error, begin to look about them, and 
aſk whether narratives and recantations are to paſs 
tor ſcriptures and arguments? The worthy author of 
Pietas Oxonienſis to quiet them, enters the liſts, 


and makes a ſtand againit the anti-Cri/þian propoſt- 


tions; but what a ſtand ! 


(% „ Mars faithfulneſs, ſays he, I have no ob- 


jection to, in @ ſober goſpel ſenſe of the word.” 80 


Mr. W's firſt propofition, by my opponent's con- 
feſſion, bears a /ober goſpel ſenſe. 

(2) He attacks the doctrine of <vorking for life, by 
progenng ſome of the very objections anſwered in 
the Vindication, without taking the leatt notice of 
the anſwers, by producing ſeriptures quite foreign 
to the queſtion, and keeping out of fight thoſe which 
have been advanced—by paſſing over in filence a 
variety of rational arguments—jumbling all the de- 
grees ot ſpiritual life and death, acceptance and juſ- 
tiſication mentioned in the ſacred oracles—confound- 
ing all the diſpenſations of divine grace towards man 
and levelling at Mr. W. a witticiſm which wounds 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. | 

(3) He acknowledges the truth of the doctrine 
that we muſt © do ſomething in order to obtain juſtifica 
tion ;” and after this candid conceſſion, fairly giv 
up the fundamental Proteſtant doctrine of Fuftrfic 
tion by faith, —the very doctrine which Luther call 
Articulus flantis vel cadentis Eccliſiæ, and which our 
church ſo ſtrongly maintains in her articles and ho- 
milies. The Rev. Mr. Shirley throws his ſermon 
on Fuſlification by faith overboard : his ſecond comes 
up to mend the matter, and does it ſo unfortunately 
as to throw the handle after the ax. He renounces 
the doctrine itſelf. zintain, ſays he, that believing 
cannot be previous „ 20 fication. As dangerous a = 
poſition as was ever advanced by Dr. Criſp, and re- 


tured by all the ſober Calviniſts of the laſt Century. 
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(4) He oppoſes St. Peter's, Mr. Henry's, and Mr. 
Ws doctrine, that „ Cornelius was accepted of 
God in conſequence of his ſearing God and <vorking 
1 ivbteonjneſi,” and infinuates that Cornelius was ac- 
cepted before he feared God and worked righteouſ- 
nels. Upon this ſcheme, the words of St, Peter, he 


that ſcareth God and worketh righteouſueſs is accepted 


of him, may mean, „“ he that DARETH God andavork- 
eth UNKIGHTEOUSNESS #5 accepted of him !” 


(5) He reprefents Mr. W. as a Papiſt, for having 
privately obſerved among his friends, that we have 
been too much afraid ot the word merit, while he 
allows real Proteſtants, the Counteſs of Huntingdon, 
and the Rev. Mr. Shirley, to publiſh and ſing, Ne 
merit heaven by the righteouſneſs æubich Chriſt has ſupplied. 
Nay, he ſings the tame bold words at the K 
Chapel. The Rev. Mr. Madan's wwe merit paſſes for 
goſpel; his hymns are every where recommended 
as evangelical ; but Popery is about mid-way be- 
tween Proteſtantiſm and Mr. Weſley,” What 
ſtrange prejudice! And yet, ſurprifing ! My ho- 
nored correſpondent accuſes we of betraying © no 
{mall degree ot chicanery” upon the article of merit! 


(6) He attempts to - ſplit the hair” which the Rev. 
Mr. Shirley is wiſe enough not to attempt. But how? 
Without ceremony he cu's off the middle term be- 
tween being rewarded according to our works, and as our 
bor . deferne 3 he throws out of the queſtion this pro- 
poſition that © eveare rewarded BECAUSE of our works” 


tho' it is ſupported by the plaineſt ſcriptures, 


(7) Notwithſlanding this vnwarrantable liberty, 
when he confidently foars upon the wings of ortho- 
doxy, to find his broad paſſage between Eaft and 
Weft ;” he directly falls into Mr. W's ſentiment, 
about the rexwvardableneſs of works; and, before he is 
aware, ſhakes hands with the good Papiſt Scotus, 
and the good Proteſtant Baxter, 

(8) The 


EW. 
(8) The laſt propoſition which he attacks is, that 


« we are continually pleaſing or diſpleaſing ty God, 
© according to the whole of our inward and outward 


„% bhehaviou:.” And what does he advance againſt 


it? Aſlertions and diſtinctions, contradicted by the 
general tenor of the bible.—Scriptures detached from 
the context, and fet at variance with the cleareſt de- 
clarations ol God, and loudeſt dictates of conſcience. 
—And what 1s worſe than all, dangerous enumera- 
tions of the good that falling into adultery, murder, 
perjury, and inceſt does to them that love God. 


And now, honored Sir, let the Chriſtian world 
judge, whether you have been able to fix the mark 
ot error upon one of the propoſitions ſo loudly de- 
cried as heretical; and whether the letters you. 
have honoured me with, do not expoſe the cauſe 
which you have attempted to 3 and demon- 
ſtrate the abſolute neceſſiiy of erecting and detending 
ſuch a ſeaſonable rampart as the minutes, to check the 


rapid progrels of Dr. Criſp's goſpel. 


Permit me, honoured and dear Sir, to conclude 
by aſſuring you, that altho* I bave thought myſelt 
obliged prbiicly to ſhew the miſtakes in the five ler- 
ters which you have publicly directed to me, I glad- 
ly do you juſtice to acknowledge, that your prin- 
ciples have not that effect upon your conduct, which 
they naturally have upon the converſation of hun- 
dreds who are content Antinomians. See 2d check, 
Page 71, 

If I have addreſſed my three checks to the Rev. Mr. 
Shirley and vourſelf, God is my witneſs that it was 
not to reflect upon two of the moſt eminent cha- 
racers in the circle of my religious acquaintance. 
Forcible circumſtances have over-ruled my inclina- 
tion. Decipimur ſpecie recti. Thinking to attack 
error, you have attacked the very truth which pro- 
vidence calls me to defend : and the attack appears 
to me ſo much the more dangerous as your laborious 
zeal and eminent piety are more worthy of public 


regard, 
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regard, than the boiſterous rant and looſe inſinua- 
tions of twenty practical Antinomians. The tempter 
is not ſo great a novice in Antichriſtian politics, as 
to engage only /c to plead tor dofrinal Antinomia- 
niſm. This would ſoon ſpoil the trade. It is his 
maſter-piece of wiſdom, to get good men to do him 
that eminent ſervice, He knows that their good lives 
will make way for their zd principles. Nor dots 
he ever deceive with mote decency and fucceis than 
under the reſpectable cloak of their genuine piety. 

If a wicked man pleads for fin fenum habet in 

cornu, he carries the mark on his forchead : we 
ſtand upon our guard. But when a good man gives 
us to underſtand that there are no lengths God's people 
may not run, or any depths'they may not fall into, with- 
out loſing the character of men after God's oxon heart — 
that many will praiſe God for our denial of Chrift— that 
fin and corruption work for good, that a fall into aduls 
tery will drive us nearer to Chrif}, and make us ſing lou- 
der to the praiſe of free grace; when he quotes {cripture 
too in order to ſupport theſe aſſertions, calling them 
the pure goſpel, and repreſenting the oppoſite doc- 
trine as the Pelagian hereſy, worſe than Popery itſelt; 
he caffs the Antinomian net on the right fide of the ſhip, 
and is likely to encloſe a great multitude of unwery 
men; eſpecially it ſome ot the be? hands in the king- 
dom drive the frighted ſhoal into the net and help to 
drag it to ſhore. 


« This is, honoured Sir, what IT apprehend you have 

done, not defignedly, but thinking to do God ſer- 
vice: and this is what every yu man, who does not 
look at the goſpel thro' Dr. Criſp's glaſs, muſt reſo- 
lutely oppoſe. Hence the ſteadineſs with which J 
have looked in the face a man of God, whole teer 
I ſhould be glad to waſh at any time, under a lively 
ſenſe of my great inferiority, 

- And now, as if I were admitted to ſhew you that 
humble mark of brotherly love, Ibeg you would 
not conſider the unceremonius vilanel ot a Suiſſe 
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(mountaineer, ) as the ſarcaſtic inſolence of an incor- 
rigible Armin ian. | 

I beicech you to make ſome difference between 
the <vi/dom and poiſon of the ſerpent. It charity for- 
bids to meddle with the latter, does not Chriſt re- 
commend the former? Is every mild, well-meant. 
irony, a bitter and cruel ſarcaſm ? Should we directly 
iaſinuate that it is the ſign of “ a bad ſpirit,“ the 
mark of murder in the heart; and that he who 
uſes it to ſharpen the truth, “ ſcatters firebrands, 
arrows and d:ath ? To ſay nothing of Elijah and the 
prieſts ot Baal, did our Lord want either deep ſeri- 
ouſneſs or ardent love, when coming more than con- 

ueror from his third conflict in Gethſemane, he 
rouſed his nodding diſciples by this compaſſionate iro- 
ny, ip on now, and rake your ret Did not the uſe- 
tulncſs of a loud call, a deſerved reproof, a ſeaſonable 
expoſtulation, and a ſolemn warning, meet in that 
well-timed figure of ſpeech? And was it not more 
effectual than the two awful charges, which he had 
given them before ? 

I intreat you to conſider, that when the meaneſt 
of God's miniſters has truth and confcience on his 
fide, without being either abe or uncharitable, he 


may ſay, even to one whom the Lord has exalted to 


the royal dignity, Thou art the man ! God has exalted 
you not only among the gentlemen of fortune in this 
kingdom, but what is an infinitely greater bleſſing, 
among the converted men avho are tranſlated into the 
kindom of his dear Son. Yet by a miſtake, faſhion- 
able among religious people, you have unhappily 
paid more regard to Dr. Criſp than to St. James. 
And as you have pleaded the dangerous: cauſe of the 
zmpenitent monarch, I have addreſſed you with the 


honeſt boldneſs of the expoſtulating prophet. I have 
ſaid 
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# This aſſort ion is the grand argument of an evangelical writer 
In the goſpel-magazine, and of a charitable gentleman (a baptiſt 
miniſter I think) in a printed letter dated Bath. If this method of 
arguing is Calviniitically evangelical, my readers will eafily per- 
ce ive it is very far ſtoin being either legal or ſcripturally logical. 
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faid to my honoured opponent, ** zhou art the man — 
with a commendable deſign of comforting ©** mourn- 
« ing backſliders, you have inadvertently given oc- 
caſſon to the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme, and un- 
*« ſcripturally aſſured believers, that falls even into 
enormous fins ſhall work for their good, and ac- 
„ compiſh God's purpoſes for his glory and their 
„ ſalvation.” And as I have ſupported my expoſtu- 
lations about your dofrinal miſtakes with plain ſei ip- 
ture, which amounts to a thus /ays the Lord; I be- 
feech you to take them in as good part, as King 
David did the prophet's reproofs about his practical 
miſcarriages. 

] owe much reſpect to you, but more to truth, to 
conſcience and God, It in trying to diſcharge my 
duty towards them, I have inadvertently betrayed 
of reſpect for you; I humbly aſk your par- 
I can aſſure you in the face of the whole 
world,” that notwithſtanding your ſtrong attachment 
to the peculiarities of Dr. Criſp, as there is no fa- 
mily in the world to which I am under greater obli- 
ion than yours, ſo there are few gentlemen for 
om I have fo peculiar an eſteem, as for the re- 
eſpectable author of Pietas Oxonienſis. And till we 
come where no miſtake will raiſe prejudice, and no 
prejudice will foment oppoſition to any part of the 
th—till we meet where all that fear God and work 
fig bteonſugſi, however jarring together now, will 
join in an eternal chorus, and with perfect harmony 
aſcribe a common ſalvation to the Lamb that ⁊wasſlain; 
I declare in the fear of God and in the name of Jeſus, 
that no oppoſite views of the ſame truths, no claſhing 
diverſity of contrary ſentiments, no plauſible inſinua- 
tions of narrow-hearted bigotry, ſhall hinder me from 
remaining with the greateſt ſincerity, 


\ Honoured and dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and obliged Servant 
in the bonds of a practical Goſpel, 
MavDELEY, Feb. 3, 1772. J. F. 
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POSTSCRIPT, 


ASI have cleared my conſcience with reſpect to 
Antinomianiſm, a ſubject which at this time appears 
to me of the laſt importance; I ſhould be glad to 
employ my leiſure hours in writing on ſubjects more 
ſuitable to my taſte and private edification : it is by 
no means my deſign to obtrude my ſentiments upon 
my Calvinian, -any more than upon my Arminian 
brethren. I ſincerely wiſh peace to both upon the 
terms of mutual forbearance, Veniam petimus que, 
damus que viciflim. Should therefore a fourth pub- 
lication call for a fourth check; if I can help it, it 
ſhall be hort. I ſhall juſt thank my antagoniſt for 
his deſerwed reproofs, or point out his capital miſtakes, 
and quote the pages in the three checks where his ob- 
jections are alieady anſwered. But if his perfor- 
mance is merely Culviniſtical, I ſhall take the liberty 


of referring him to the Rev. Mr. Sellon's «1mbecil_,_. 


rformance“ which,” I apprehend, every unpre- 
judiced perſon, who has courage to /e and read 
tor himſelf, will find frozg enough to refute the 
firongeft arguments of Eliſha-Coles, and the Synod 

Tt. 

Before I lay by my pen, I beg leave to addreſs a 
moment the tre believers who efpouſe Calvin's fen- 
timents. Think not, honored brethren, that I have 
no eyes to ſee the eminent ſervices which many of 
you render to the church of Chriſt ; no heart to bleſs 
God for the Chriſtian graces which ſhine in your 
exemplary conduct ; no pen to teſtify, that by let- 
ting your light ſhine before men, you adorn the goſ- 

| of God our Saviour, as many of your predeceſſors 
have done before you. I am not only perſuaded 
that your opinions are conſiſtent with a genuine con- 
verſion, but, I take heaven to witneſs, how much I 
prefer a Calviniſt who loves God, to a Remonſtrant 
who does not. Yes, although I value Chriſt EE 

| above 
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above Calvin, and St. James above that good, wel- 
meaning man Dr. Cnfp, 1 had a thouſand times 
rather be doctrinally miſtaken with the latter than 
practically deluded with thoſe who ſpeak well of St. 
James's perfect law of liberty, and yet rema.n like 
warm Laodiceans in heart, and perhaps groſs Anti- 
nomians in conduct, | 

This I obſerve to do your picty juſtice, and pre- 
vent the men of this world, into whoſe hands theſe 
ſheets may tall, from fal/ely accuſiug your good conver- 
ation in Chrift ; and contounding you with practical 
Antinomians, ſome of whoſe dangerous notions you 
inadvertently countenance. It I have therefore taken 
the liberty of expoſing your favorite miſtakes, do me 
the juſtice to believe that it was not to pour contempt 
upon your reſpectable perſons ; but to ſet your pecu- 
harities in ſuch a light, as might either engage you 
to renounce them, or check the forwardneis with 
which ſome have lately recommended them as the 
only doctrines of grace, and the pure goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; unkindly repreſenting their remonitrant 
brethren as enemies to free grace, and abertors of a 
dreadful hereſy. 

It you think that I have exceeded in my checks 
the bounds which brotherly love preſcribes to a con- 
troverſial writer; permit me to remind you and my- 
ſelf, that we are parties, and therefore peculiarly 
liable to think the worſt of each others intentions 
and performances. By our reſpective publications 
we have appealed to the ſerious world ; let us not 
then take the matter out of their hands: and while 
we leave to our merciful God the judging of our ſpi- 
rits, let us leave. our ſerious readers to judge of our 
arguments, and paſs ſentence upon the manner in 
which they are propoſed. | 

And you my remonſtrant brethren, who atten— 
_ tively look at our controverſial engagement; while 
a Geneva-Anticalviniſt ſolicits an intereſt in your 
prayers for meekre/s of wriſdon, permit him to offer you 
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ſome ſeaſonable advices, which he wants to inculcate 
upon his own mind alſo. 

(1.) More than ever let us confirm our love to- 
wards our calviniſt brethren. If our arguments gall 
them, let us not envenom the ſore by maliciouſly 
triumphing over them. Nothing is more likely to 
provoke their diſpleaſure, and drive them trom what 
we beheve to be the truth, It we, that immediately 
bear the burthen and heat of this controverſial day, are 
obliged to cut; help us to act the part of friendly op- 
ponents, by directly pouring into the wound the 
healing balſam of brotherly love; and if you ſee us 
carried beyond the bounds of moderation, inſtantly 
admoniſh us, and check our checks. Your «r4;/þers 
will go farther than the clamors of our opponents. 
The former, we know, muſt proceed from truth: 
but we are apt to ſuſpect that the latter ſpring from 
partiality, or a mere ſtratagem not uncommon. in 
controverſial wars. Witneſs the clamors of the Jews 
and thoſe of the Epheſians, when the one ſaw that 
their Idol-temple, the other, that great Diana was 
in danger. 

(2.) Do net rejoice in the ales of our oppo- 
nents, but in the detection of error. Deſire not that 
ave, but that truth may prevail. Let us not only be 
willing that our brethren-ſhould win the day, it they 
have truth on their {ide ; but let us make it matter of 
ſolemn, earneſt and conſtant prayer. While we 
decry confined, ſhackled grace, obtruding upon us as 
tree grace; let not bigotry confine our affections, and 
ſhackle our hearts. Nothing would be more abſurd 
than to fall into calvinian xarrorvneſs of ſpirit, while 
we oppoſe Calvin's zarrow ſyſtem. If we admit the 
temper, we might as well be quite conſiſtent, and at 
once embrace the doctrine. The beſt method ot re- 
commending God's univerſal love to mankind, is 
to love all men univerſally, If abſolute reprobation 
has no place in our principles, let it have none in 
our affections. If we believe that all ſhare in the 
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divine mercy, let all be intereſted in our brotherly 
kindneſs. Should ſuch practical demonſtrations of 
univerſal love, ſecond our /erip/ural arguments for it, 


by God's bleſſing bigotry would ſoon return to Rome, 


and narrow grace fly back to Geneva, 


(3-) Let us ſtrictly obſerve the rules of decency 
and kindneſs, taking care not to treat upon any pro- 
vocation, any of our opponents in the ſame manner 
that they have treated Mr. Welley. The men of the 
world hint ſometimes that he is a papiſt, and a jeſuit: 
but good, miſtaken men have gone much farther in 
the preſent controverſy. They have publiſhed to 
the world, that they do werily believe his principles arc 
too rotten for even a papiſi to reſt upon —that it may be 
Suppoſed, popery is about the midway between proteſian- 


tijm and him—That he wades through the guagmircs of 


pelagianiſm, deals in inconfiflencies, manifeſt contradie- 
tions, and flrange prevarications—That if a contra/? 
was drawn from his various aſſertions upon the doctrine 
of finleſs5 perfection, a little piece might extend into a 
folio volume—and that they are more than cher con- 
wvinced of his prevaricating diſpoſition, Not fatisfied 
with going to @ benedictine monk in Paris for help 
againſt his dreadfal hereſy, they bave wittily extract- 
el an argument ad hominem, from the comfortable diſh 
of tea which he drinks with Mrs. Wiſley; and, to 
compleat the demonſtration of their reſpect for that 
grey-headed, laborious miniſter of Chriſt, they have 
brought him upon the ſtage of the controverſy in a 
dreſs of their own contriving, and made him declare 
to the world, that WHENEVER he and fiſty-three of bis 
fellow Iabowrers s A one thing, they MEAN quite ANo- 
THER» And what has he done to deferve ſuch uſage 
at their hands? Which of them has he treated ul 
ly or unkindly? Even in the courſe of this contro- 
verſy has he injured any man? May he not ſay to 
this hour, tu pugnas: ego vapulo tantum? Let us 
avoid this warmth, my brethren ; remembering that 

perſonal 
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perſonal refleftions will never paſs for eonvincing 
arguments with the judicious and humane, 


1 have endeavoured to follow this advice with re- 
gard to Dr. Criſp : nevertheleſs, leſt you ſhould 
rank him with practical Antinomians. I once more 
gladly profeſs my belief that he was a good man; and 
deſire that none of you would condemn al! his ſer- 
mons, much leſs his character, on account of his ux- 
gearded antinomian propoſitions refuted by Williams 
and Baxter, ſome ot which I have taken the-liberty 
to produce in the preceding checks. As there are a 
tew things exceptionable in good Biſhop Hopkins, 
fo there are many things admirable in Dr. Criſp's 
works; And as the glorious truths advanced by the 
former, ſhould not make you receive his calvinian 
miſtakes as goſpel ; ſo the illegal tenets -of the latter, 
ſhould by no means make you reject his evangelical 
ſayings as Antinomianiſm. Prove therefore all things, 
and hold faſt that which is good, though it ſhould be 
advanced by the warmeſt of our opponents; but 
whatever unadviſed ſtep their zeal for what they be- 

lieve to be the truth makes them take, rt YE on (as 
the ELECT of God, holy and beloved) bowwels of mercies, 
kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, long-ſuffering, forgiving 
one another, if any man hawve a quarrel againſt any; 


even as Chrift forgave you, fo alſo do ye. 


(4.) If you would help us to remove the preju- 
dices of our brethren, not only grant with a good 
grace, but ſtrongly inſiſt upon the great truths for 
which they make ſo noble a ſtand. Steadily aſſert 
with them, that the ſcraps of morality and formality, 
by which Phariſees and Deiſts pretend to merit the 
divine favor, are only At rass in the fight of a 
holy God; and that no righteouſneſs is current in 
heaven but the righteonſueſs which ts of God by faith. 
It they have ſet their heart upon calling it tbe imputed 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, though the exprethon is not 
ſtrictly ſcriptural, let it paſs; but give them to 
under ſtand, that as divine imputation of righteouſneſs 
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is a moſt glorious * reality, ſo human imputation is 2 
moſt deluſive dream : and that of this ſort is un- 
doubtedly the catvinian imputation of righteouſneſs to 
a man, who actually defiles his neighbour's bed, 
and betrays innocent blood. A dangerous con tri- 
vance this! not leſs ſubverſive of common hea- 
theniſh morality, than of St. James's pure and unde- 
filed religion! 

Again, our calviniſt brethren excel in ſetting 
forth @ part of Chriſt's prieſtly office; I mean the 
immaculate purity of his moſt holy life, and the all- 
atoning, all-meritorious facrifice of his blood 
death, Here imitate, and if poſſible ſurpaſs them. 
Shout a frihed atonement louder than they, Behold 
with raptures of joy, and bid all around you behold 
with tranſports ot gratitude, the Lamb gf God that taketh 
aavay the fin of the wvorld, It they call this compleat 
atonement Z#nifſhed /ulvation, or the finiſhed work of 
Chi, indulge them ftill; for peace's ſake let thoſe 
expreſſions paſs: nevertheleſs, at proper times give 
them to underſtand, that it is abſolutely contrary to 
reaſon, ſeripture and chriſtian experienee, to think 
that ail Chriſt's mediatorial work is finiſhed. Infinu- 
ate, you ſhould be very miſerable if he had nothing 
more to Co for you and zz you. Tell them, as they 
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* God's imputstion of righteouſneſs is always according te 
auth, As all finful men actually partake of Adam's finful na- 
ture, by the defiling ſeed of his corruption, before God accormts 
them guilty together with him: ſo all righteous men parzate of 
Chriſt's holy nature by the ſeed of divine grace, before God ac» 
counts them rig hies together with Chrift, This dictate of rea- 
ſon is confirmed by ſcriprore. Abraham was filly perſuaded that 
hat God had promiſed he was able to perform; and therefore it 
«vas imputed to him for rightrouſneſs; and 1t.S$H ALL be imputed to 
, IF WE BELIEVE e him that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead. 
Rom. iv. 21. &c. From this paſſage it is evident that faith, 
which unites to Chriſt and purifics the heart, is previous to God's 
imputation of righteouſneſs, although not to Dr. Criſp's imputa- 
tion, which by a little miſtake of only 5 or 6000 years he dates 
from before the foundation of the world, One is ſadly out, either 
the good Doctor, or the great Apoſtle. 
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can bear it, that he works dai as a prop het to en- 
lighten you, as a prigſt to make interceflion for you, 
as a king to ſubdue your enemies, as a redeemer to 
deliver you out of all your troubles, and as a Sawi⁰, 
to help you to work out your on ſalvation; and 
hint that in all theſe reſpects Chriſt's work is no mote 


finiſhed than the working of our own falvation is com- 


pleated. | 

The judicious will underſtand you; as for bigots 
on all ſides, you know, they are proof againſt ſerip- 
ture and good ſenſe, Nevertkeleſs mild irony ſharply 
pointing a ſcriptural argument, may yet paſs between 
the joints of their impenetrable armour, and make 
them feel—either ſome ſhame, or ſome wearineſs of 
contention. But this is a dangerous method, which 
I would recommend to very few. None ſhould. dip 
pen in the wine of irony, till he has, dipped it in 
the oil of love; and even then, he ſhould not ufe it 
without conſtant prayer, and as much caution as a 
ſurgeon lances an impoſthume. If he goes too deep, 
he does miſchief; it not deep enough, he loſes his 
time; the virulent humour is not difcharged, but irri- 
tated by the ſkin-deep operation. And who 7s ſufficient 


for theſe things? Gracious God of wiidom and love! 


if thou calleſt us to this difficult and thankle ſs office, 


let all our /yfficiency be of thee ; and ſhould the opera- 


tion ſucceed, thine and thine alone ſhall be all the 
glory. 


(F.) And yet, brethren, I ſhow you a more excellent 
way than that of mild irony ſharpening a ſtrong argue 
ment. If love is the fulfilling of the law, love atter 
all muſt be the deſtruction of antinomiariſm, We 
ſhall do but little good by expoſing the dectrinal an- 


tinomianiſm of Dr. Criſp's admirers, if our own tem- 


pers and conduct are inconſiſtent with our profeſſion 


of evangelical legality. When our antagoniſts cant» 
not ſhake our arguments, they will upbraid us with 
our practice. Let us then take care not to bald: te 
truth in unri;htconſucſs 3 let our moderation and evan- 
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gelical legality appear even to our caadi opponents: 
to ſhall he righteouſneſs of the law be 4. u! filled ia us that 
believe the anti-Criſpian truth; ſo ſhall our faith effa- 
bliſh the law of ardent love to God and man; and 
wherever that /aw 7s Habliſbed, antinomianiſm. is no 
more. And if, when we truly love our antagoniſts, 
they ſtill look upon our oppoſition to their errors as an 
abuſe of their perſons, and call our expoſing their 
miſtakes ** ſneering at the truth; let us wrap our 
fouls in the mantle of that love ac, 7s not provoked; 
remembering the _ is not above his Maſter, xor 
the ſervant above his Lord, 

6. Above all, while we expoſtulate with our bre- 
thren for going to one extreme, let us not go to ano- 
ther. Many in the laſt century ſo preached what 
Chriſt did rox us in the days of his fleſh, as to over- 
look what he does I us in the days of his ſpirit, 
The Quakers faw their error; but while they expoſ- 
cd it, they ran into the oppoſite. They ſo extolled 
Chriſt Livin in us, as to ſay but little of Chriſt dying 
for us. At this time many hearing our /alvation is 
ſo finiſhed by Chriſt, that we need not work it out <vith 
fear and trembling, are juſtly ſhocked; and thinking they 
cannot fly too tar from ſo wild a notion, they run head- 
long into pelagianiſm, ſocinianiſm, or groſs infidelity, 
Let us, my brethren, learn wiſdom by their contrary 
miſtakes. While ſome run full eaſt, and others full 
weſt, keep we under the bright meridian line of evan- 
gelical rruth, at an equal diſtance from their dange- 
rous extremes. By cordial faith let us daily rece ice 
the atonement : — making our perpetual boaſt of 
Chriſt and him crucified, let us recommend his ineſ- 


timable merits to all convinced ſinners, chearfully com- 


mending our ſouls to him zz well doing, and growing 

in his knowledye til] we experience that he is all and 

iu all. So ſhall we adorn the goſpel of God our Sa- 

viour in all things; nor will our opponents have any 

occaſion to reprove us for phariſaic unbelicf, when we 

reprove them tor artinomian faith. | 
8 . 
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